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EXPLANATION OF FOfiJBlON WORDS USED 

IN THE JOURNAL. 



AngUey (it iboiild be anjeei) the Goipelr-*be New Teetuncnt. 

Jrhaj a oommon Tartar cart. 

A fUaM^ die driTer of ditto. 

Ctmaet'houMt a home for lodging ttrangers ; a caravanaera. 

SffettM aignifiea Master or Lord; a title given to priestt who 
have receired a more learned edncadon than others after 
returning from aome eminent aeminarj. 

Gtwr (should be giaour) an mfidel. 

Hagij a pilgrim who haa Tisited the (Taaba at Meeca. 

KibUkit a kind of ooYered cart or waggon. 

Mirza, an inferior prince, next in rank to a Sultan. "^ 

MoUa^ the priest of a village, one who can read and write. 

Muflij a high priest. 

NogOTy one who is obliged to live always along with a parti- 
cular Mirza or Uzden. 

NogarWc^ the relation of the nogar to his master. 

Prieitqf^ a civil officer. 

Shtibej a large eloak of sheepskin or fur. 

SUppCy a waste uncultivated plain or desert. 

SuUan^ a Tartar prince. 

Tcmraty the Law, or Pentateuch. 

Ventj about three-fourths of an English nule. 

Zabmry the Book of Psalms. 

ZemMmkOy a honse betow ground* 

Wyden (emmeonsly printed for CTMlm) a nobleman next in 
rank to a Mhza. 
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i^LLL things being in readiness for commen- 
ciog the projected tour to Karass, I left the 
missbn house, Astrachan, on Friday 8th Oc- 
tober, a little after nine o'clock, A. M. and, ac« 
companied by Messrs Jack, Dickson, Mitchell, 
Macpherson, and others, proeeeded to the 
banks of the Volga, for the ferry between As- 
trachan and the Calmuc steppe, on the right 
bank of the river. In order that every thing 
connected with the journey might be done a- 
greeably to the police of the country, a pass- 
port for myself, signed by the committee of 
our colony at Karass, aod another for John 
Abercr(»3ibie, one of the ransomed Circassians, 
were presented and regularly entered at the 
ferry passportoffice ; after which we took our 
seats in- the passage boat, and bade adieu, for 
a time, to the capital of the ancient kingdom 



of Astiachan. When crossing the riyer, 
which, at the ferry, may be from two to three 
▼ersts in breadth, we bad a delightful view of 
the shipping in the harbour and roads, and of 
the churches^ spires, and other public build- 
ings of the city ; as well as of the island on 
our right in the midst of the Volga, and the 
varied scenery which met the eye, the moment 
it was directed to the opposite shore. In the 
course of about half an hour, we reached the 
landing place, when an obstacle occurred, 
which we feared might occasion us considerable 
inconvenience. The Tartar, vfhom we had 
engaged to conduct us to Georghievsk on the 
Russian lines, lived about two versts above the 
ferry at the village of Selonka, where he was 
to wait our arrival ; and to our astonishment 
we found, on making enquiry, that of all the 
carts usually about the place, there was not a 
disposable one to take our luggage to hia 
quarters, the last of them having left it just 
as we landed. In about a quarter of an hour, 
however, we descried some of the carriers on 
their way back from the village, which super- 
seded the necessity of sending a messenger on 
purpose. On their arrival» on€ of them was. 
instantly engaged ; and having, opmmHted the 
care of the luggage to John; Abercrombie, we 
set off on foot, at an easy pace» for Selonka. 
Scarcely had we left the ferry, when our at- 
tention was arrested by huge columns of 



smoke,, which i&dicated the breaking out of a 
fire among some of the buildings in the sub- 
urbs of Astrachan, north of the Culum. In 
a few minutes, flames were perceptible amid 
the vermes of smoke which issued, in close 
succesaop, from the. place where the fire had 
begun ; and ere we had advanced half-way to 
Selonka, the buildings seemed all in a blaze. 
How impressive the scene ! assodated, as it in- 
stantly was, in our feelings and reflections, 
with the anguish that might be rending Ae 
hearts of some of our fellow-creatttres> on be* 
ing driven out of their habitations by a merci- 
less element whidi threatened their 'coknplete 
destruction. Happiyr, however, in less than 
an hour, the smoke began to subside, which 
encouraged the hope that the progress of the 
conflagration had been so fiu* arrested, as to 
prevent its communication to the adjacent 
houses, though the appearance of the flames 
furnished but too good reason for apprehend- 
ing that the buildings where it had broken out, 
had been burned to the ground. 

Arrived at Selonka about mid-day, when we 
found the Tartar ready to receive us. 1 he 
vehicle, in which he had agreed to take us to 
Georghievsk, was a Tartar arba ; which, in its 
structure, very much resembles a carrier's cart, 
wifb this difierence^ that it is much mote un- 
wieldly and clumsy. Like our carts, it has on- 
ly two wheels, (about five feet in diameter) 



whereas the Russian carriages, from the cha- 
riot of the noble to the telega of the peasants, 
have four. The length of the arba from end 
to end, I should think, is at least thrice the 
diameter of its wheels, which, in connection 
with the elevation givea it by the height of the 
axle, is apt, at first sight, to produce a repul* 
sive sensation, by suggesting the id^ of its be- 
ing very liable to be overturned ; an appre* 
faension for which there is much less reason, I 
understand, than one would naturally imagine 
from its appearance when in motion ; as not 
to spj^ak of the care with which it is balanced, 
the extent of surface presented by the wheels, 
prevents them from six))cing so far in soft 
groun)^, as less ones must do under the same 
weigl^, and in this respect contributes to their 
secuiSty. When intended for the accommoda- 
tion of travellers, the arba is fitted up with a 
kibitki or covering, which is sometimes made 
of wood ; in which case, it might pass for a 
similar vehicle, known on the banks of the 
Clyde, by the high sounding name of « cara^ 
van ; but more frequently of good stout hoc^s, 
over which is thrown a covering of felt or mats> 
when it might bea^ a comparison with a cover- 
ed cart : and though less agreeable in its ap- 
pearance, it is in reality the more comfortable 
of the two, the length of it being more than suf*- 
ficient to allow a man to stretch himself upon 
it as a bed, which is seldom the case with an 
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ai^Mffttas of the kind m ScotUmd: Tfa« arba 
ia which I vm ■ to have the honour ofi riding 
through the steppet irito of the latter descrip- 
tion, which I preferred to the other Tehielet of 
higher pretensions, froih a wish to make trial, 
in the first instance, of the travelling aooommo- 
dation in common use among the Tartars, and 
thus to ascertain what was to be expected or 
feared from itin subsequent excursions, when 
it might not be at my option to mak^ a choice. 
Besides the covered arba or kibitki, we had a 
second one with a supply of books and other 
articles for our brethren at the colony ; and it 
gave us no «maU pleasure to find there was to 
be a third one in our train, with two young 
deacons who had been receiving orders from 
his holiness the archbishop of Aitrachan and 
Caucasus. Our number, after all, was -small, 
compared with some caviJoadea that are ac« 
customed to traverse the desert ; yet when re- 
inforced by die deacons, we looked upon our- 
selves as sufficiently formidable to keep thieves 
and other banditti at bay,* should they venture 
to molest us ; particularly as John, was armed 
with a brace of excellent pistols, which had al- 
ready been on duty of a similar kind under my 
brother Mr Macpherson, in his passage down 
the Volga for A^trachan. 

The lug^ge being packed, and every thing 
ready for our departure, the arbatchi (driver) 



took the road for the steppe with bis three ar« 
has; and being engaged in conversation, we 
followed a few yards behind, till we came to 
the western extremity of the village, where» 
after being commended by the brethren to the 
protection of Heaven, I took my leave of them, 
and having reached the arba which was under 
Joiin^s care, I took possession of my new lodg- 
ings, and entered the desert. For a time the feel- 
ings excited by the parting words and looks of 
my friends, by the charge I had left behind 
me in Astrachan, and the objects of my mis- 
sion, occupied too much of my heart to leave 
room for those trains of thinking which might 
otherwise have secured my attention, as we 
advanced into the stepp^. I remarked in 
general, that tlie soil was much the same with 
that to which I had been accustomed in the 
suburbs of the city ^east of the Volga— consist- 
ing chiefly' of a mixture of fine sand and clay, 
of a brownish red colour, and producing a 
scanty crop of grass and saKne herbs, which 
leads to a conclu^on, which I understand has 
been repeatedly verified by experience^ that it 
is strongly^ impregnated with salt. The after* 
noon being remarkably fine, the lake, which 
from time to time appeared in si^ht, reflecting 
the sun beams from their crystal surface, had 
a plea^ng efiect on the imagination, and led 
the thougihts to Him whose power is every 
where felt, and whose glorjr is declared by all 



his works ; while the stq^pe, though no where 
so elevated as to present the aj^pearanoe of 
any thing greater than ridges or hUIs of sandy 
rose occasionally so far above the general levdl 
as to afford a gieater variety than I had anti- 
cipated. Passed the quarantine about four 
o^clock, and the first post-house on the road 
to Easliar about sun set ; and having advanced 
a verst or two beyond it, we halted and made 
preparations for pasnng the night by the side 
of a small lake, the waters of which were ac- 
ceptable to all, while its margin had the addi^ 
tional recommendation of presenting a supply 
of grass for our arbatebi^s horses. 

No sooner had we taken up our position, 
than John, to whom this mode of passing the 
night was familiar, repaired to the lake and 
secured a supply of water, though not without 
considerable difficulty, on account of the miry 
texture of the soil on which he had to aj^oacb 
it. The next part of the process was striking 
a light and kindling a fire, which was formed 
of the fuel in common use among the Tartars 
and Calmucs in the steppe. Of this I had 
often heard, though. I do not recollect having 
had an opportunity of seeing it employed for 
such a purpose. It is dry dung picked up as 
it lies in the field or collected in the stall, and 
baked into cakes resembling the peat turf of 
Caledonia. 

In fifteen or twenty minutes, the bcnling (tf 
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the kettle served as a signal for preparing our 
tea» which was served up on the cover of a 
basket I found it convenient to use in the 
double capacity of a depository for our victuab 
and a table. I made a hearty meal, partly by 
the light of the moon which arose in the east 
jiist as the twilight began to disappear, and 
partly by that of a fart^ii^ candle, xme of a 
few which we had succeeded in procuring from 
a Tartar in Selonka, to supply the place of 
better ones which we neglected to provide our- 
selves with before leaving Astrachan. Supper 
being ended, I prepared for retiring to rest in 
the kibitki, while John secured to himself a 
convenient spot by the side of it, to repose un- 
der the open canopy of heaven ; which mode 
of passing the night is customary with the na- 
tives, when on a journey, during the summer 
months, and was preferred by him, that he 
might be at a moment^s warning to assist the 
arbatchir in repelling the assault, if any attempt 
was made to steal the horses in the course of 
the night. 

# » ■ 

Ccti 9* Having awaked from the slumbers 
of night, ' I turned aside the curtain which 
overhung the ei^trance into: the kibitki, and 
from the dimiiiished brtghtness of the moon, 
inferred the approach of dawn-«-the signal. for 
renewing our journey. My night's rest— ♦cdm- 
fortable, upon the wjiole^ though less so than 



11 



It might hare beeii» owing to the slopping posi- 
tion of the arba, which I had not taken the 
precaution to bring to a proper level, the con- 
sequence of which was, that I found it nece»> 
aary, at times^ to m^e a kind of effort through 
my sleep to regain the ground I had lost, from 
sltppii^ insensibly down the inclined plain on 
which I r^osed. In the course of a few 
minutes^ tea was served up in the same style 
that had been adopted last night, which I 
found to be very convement; and scarcely 
had the rising sun cleared the horizon, when 
our arbatchi and his cavalcade were again in 
motion* .Haariog heard that the Calmuc wells, 
&e. on the road which runs <tirectly through 
the steppe for the Kumas, were, in conse* 
qoence of the long drought, almost completely 
dried up, he had resolved, for the sake of se* 
caring water, to follow the Kisltar road to the 
ninth stage from Astrachan, and from that 
point to cross the steppe by the south road ; 
coreequently we had the prospect of having 
the tsedium of travelling slowly amid barren 
sahds, beguiled^ in part, by the incidents we 
might have an opportunity of witnessing on 
meeting with travellers and others on their way 
to Astrachan. Passed the second post-house 
in the course of the forenoon, and halted about 
mid-day on the margin of a lake, where the 
horses slaked their thirst with the cooling 
drafts and cropt the herbage among the reeds ; 
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while our party refreshed themselves by par* 
taking of the bounties which Grod had prcmd*" 
ed for them. The appearance of the steppe 
was the same to-<lay as yesterday, beautified 
here and there with lakes of various dimeni. 
sions ; the borders, and sometimes patches in 
them, being set ofi^ with reeds^ which present- 
ed a picture of luxurious vegetation of its kind, 
and formed a striking contrast with the wither- 
ed surface of the adjacent wilds ; while parties 
of geese and other kinds of wild fowl, some* 
times on the wing, sometimes moving graceful- 
ly on the surface of the waters, or basking in 
the sun-beams on some favotur^e spot on shore, 
made us almost forget that the region we were 
traversing was a wildemess. John, who is 
naturally of an active temper, having a wish 
to shew his dexterity in the use of fire arms, 
carefully watched the most favourable oppor- 
tunities of getting unobserved within pistol 
shot of the tenants of the lakes, when conti- 
guous to the path pursued by the arbas ; but 
owing to the short distance to which the shot 
carried, the birds (though one of them, he tells 
me, was actually wounded) uniformly succeed- 
ed in effecting their escape, which made him 
regret that he had not brought a good musket 
along with him, as in a fowling excursion it 
would have done more execution than both 
pistols, though, perhaps, it might not have 
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been fcmod quite so handy in an encounter with 
banditu. 

Besomed our journey at two, and about 
four came in tight of a Tartar village, inhabit- 
edf I understand, by persons in the service of 
GroTcmment, whose bunness is to collect and 
prepare salt from a large lake in the neigh- 
bouriiood, the vBters of which, like those of 
many others in the steppe, are strongly im- 
prqpiated with this, mineral, while the bottom 
of it funiidies large quantities of it in a state 
of crystaUiaation, wUcb, on being dug up at 
proper seasons, is brought to the village, and 
piled up in large mioses^ iriiidi, having rec- 
tangular bases, and summits exactly resembhng 
the pavilion roofs of so many large churches, 
presented an appearance, as a whole, to which 
I do not recollect of having ever seen an exact 
paralleL Passed the third post-house from 
Astradian, and took up our position for the 
night a little in advance of it, before the even- 
ing twilight had entirdy. disi^peared* 

f . . 

Oct* 10. Left our quarters: about six o'ckx:k, 
after a comfortable bight'^s rest, and having 
passed a chister of CSahnuc tents, reached a 
snuA lake a little beyond them, the water of 
which, at the ford where we crossed it, had 
almost entirely subsided, leaving a thick crust 
of salt at the bottom, which, in its appearance, 
bore a striking r^^aUance to that of frozen 
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snow when washed by a limpid stream* which 
in a gentle thaw, serves to shew its crystalline 
character to advantage. In the afternoon the 
surface of the country, to a vast di^ahoe before 
us on the south, appeared one oonthEiued plain, 
with not a hill or ridge to terminate the view, 
except a few slight elevations on the east and 
west After entering the pkin, we found that 
for several versts the surface of the road and 
of the steppe, on both hands, was of fine sand, 
lying in wreaths exactly like those of driven 
snow, varying from a few inches to as many 
feet in depth, and having the interstices be- 
tween them swept, in many cases, as clean as 
a bam floor, and sil by the wind of the wild- 
erness. On the west, at the distance of a verst 
4>r two, the wreaths were much larger, so as to 
vie» in some measure^ with the sand hills on 
the west coast of Scotland, between Saltcoats 
and Irvine, which they forcibly brought to my 
recollection. About five, halted at a kind of 
police-ofiice, at which it waft necessary for us 
to shew our passports, which being done, we 
continued our course ; passed a group of 
Calmuc tents inhabited by Tartars, and hav- 
ing reached a convenient spot, somewhat far« 
ther onward, and not fiur from the fifth post- 
house, we 8to|^ped^ and retired to rest about 
eight o^clock. 

Oct* 11. Was much mdested last night by 
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BiQi^hitoBg^ vbieb fo9 somehourtbit Uie bands 
and -^Mt^ JO Mf9ffif^ that my slumbtoi were 
hrp||eDr.#f!e»]F ftw ^uwltitsr ])fade vanous au 
tes^ta to y/mp mgwlSao oonipletely up in my 
Uaidiet> af.to paciim myflelf fwQ tbor atlaekt» 
bn^'iti Tmft .The-rretllesa creatures beeame 
iBa(»n«d am>iet ae^e as the noes approach* 
ed liar., aseailhtvaiad did tbeir busioess bo 
effiMfiid^, diat befoce itiidD^iit ; sleep was 
bamsh^ firom the eyca of our wbde party. 
Johnfaairi^ oreriieard me tosaing fiom side 
to aide,^ in the kibitkit asked ii I was disturbed 
by tbe^ vioscltftees ; aud h$ing msweated in the 
affinoalin^ tcM vm that be and the deacons 
' fiodtegvit iaqpowWe to fl^fp^bad gone in quest 
(^duog;. the aaaoka of wjbicbi he assured me, 
would aeiou bamsfa Aess from our quarter. A 
fire W4S fiNrdiwith kindled^ when the assail- 
a»ts<b^gaa to. eetneat iHm ihe^pm fie)dj but 
wmMiltaio^tkm.f^^ JA tl|i^4EilHtki» which 
sorTed-tliem aa Jk>kiud of.dladaL In order 
to.disledgi^ fb^m«t«h»hji had vecpurse to a stra- 
tagem wlvcfa he! I»ad . little doubt i would siic^ 
eead. ^ Hawig seiand alaige cake<^ smoking 
duug, he. introduced it lulo the Very ^^en^re of 
their toMeaMit^i wUidi of course waa ae(^4Ued 
wkh fumes ; to tbeiedqut iif wlmh^ though* far 
fi^am. baiug agreeable> 1 8ubmitt0d« Mi the hope 
of beiug relieved 'frcMB A more aerioua gsiey- 
anee* A digbt pause loaiiiBd in. the humming 
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music, with trfikh ray eat« had tc^ tiffon been 
saluted. Finding, howeter, that it feed Mi 
entirely eubsided^ be intMydkioed a seodtod erite, 
much larger in its dimeiieions than the flmt^, 
and St Qdded' round andMund withered emberm 
Happily tbe atratagem aueoeeded: and ^Ae^ 
ther from disgust at tfi^ smokey or dvead tf 
the sparkling embers, I leaireJi to others te 
determine ; but so it waa, that tbe aMMNMteea 
betook themseWea to flight, and lefk me ni quiet 
possesaioii of the kibiiki. Wrapped myaelf up 
in my blanket, and slept soundly ibc about 
three hours, ^1 the sm6ke having subsided^ 
the ranquifihed ' Ibe returnedto tbe ebaii^ge^ - On 
consulting my watd>, I found it wanted about 
twenty mtrTutes of four. The moon waa ahiu^ 
hig bright, John and the deaeona w%re in olose 
conversation; and the arbatehi murmuring in 
Tartar, Ot^my poer^hoviiiea^' my pMr hotaela^ 
have got n6 'feat iiM* ahese fieseUtoea; > while 
he was, at ibe sametime, Uiaiting pt^parationa 
for our depeerturei id theae^ ohpeumstaaees, in- 
stead of resuming ofi^nsive ^peflfatioiis, by ^lae 
more- fumigathig tbe kibitki, 'I a^ng to my 
1^ and waHcad ab<wt a fe^i^ mhuitea till 
breakfkat waarteady ; olmeaiiig ratbev 4» basak- 
fast at this' • early 4iour, than put €# dll we 
hatted nea# mid-day^ - tJoderatood from Jehu 
that the arbatobi^s hovaea had been on the 
point cS meetiaig wiiAa more powetfal, if not 
a more vexatious assault than they had met 
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fioio the ofliicbitoef, ▲ thief had «p- 
proiched them ivfaen thmr master was asleep 
beside them ; but as hy happened to awake^ the 
thief rode off without dogning to answer him 
aabe cKcJhimec^ Wib^ aie yoo, and what do 
you want? 

. Left our l04g^ pboe aboat half pa^ four, 
About nine 4be Astrachaa mail ^ Kisliar 
piMBedvs, Halted AiMtllebefciie the sua had 
sfadMkiw aemthk Mtt% • v^rsl b^ond the 
sefeoth pQ6t4i(m8|!ib having passed the sixth 
ia the course of the 99onHi^; was informed 
bgr the aiiial^ that/ikt n small distance be- 
yoiid Ihe rising cmund^ op the northern de* 
chi^y of Rthidi ^p^ Jhad dined, theve was 4 
e9n#derable lake, ^le^ shores of which were» 
in a manner* eomred by the skelelons of fish, 
wUeh it was siq^posed had been nmHed tintber 
n few yieaffs.ago in the wnteca of the Caspian, 
when, in eonseftteneB of a mighty wind ftiom 
die east, it tnae ao flNr.mbore its ordinary lerel, 
ast io inimdate a vastexteDt of conntry on its 
westeiin sboins, wheneit left finltitiides of the 
ftnijr race to expiie on the steppe, or in fresh 
water hikes, And wliicd to its ianoieBt bed. Im» 
peUcd hy cariosity, I vepained to Ae spot, and 
iriewed inth aatomshaaei^4he relics of the ten* 
ants of l;he Caspian, aoattered aiong thejdiore 
in the manner ie||iofftsd: by Ae arbatchL Sgcm 
after leaving tfie lake, obse^ed a dark cloud, 
which gradually Chickened and extended itself 
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as we advanced, till it ov^rsprelui the %kyi aiad 
began about sun*set to distil "its watety trea*- 

sure on the parched earth. ^ 

' . . • • ' ■ ' ' . • . . \. 

r . 

Oct 13. Od lookii^ out df the kilMd, was 
gratified to find the sky clear, and the <itiom- 
ing promising. Pas^ thje ^Agfath post-house 
at an early hour, and having reached williiift 
liausquet i^ot of the i^Hth-cme, struck off'fifMt' 
the Eisiiar road, and putsued our cour^ VfkH^ 
ward fer the Gama. Dined ^H' stidH? ^Btfh^ 
yond the pest-hdlliSe'. 'A4)diit three 'iti tfie^ af- 
ternoon pacrseii from sbc to eight olusters tf 
Calmuc kibitkis or tent^, sHufttiA^H) our Idft ; 
and as ^e adfvaneed ^ll^otigh a liir^ plidny 
were delighted by 'tl^ p^pek of n^^nierdtts 
flocks of bi&ickcftttle «iid[ shee]^^ With a g#(&M> 
many camels' graising all ar<^tld'us. Air a 
whole^' it was due of tlie finest .pieiuves xX . pte. 

toral seenery^^B*^^^^^^^"^ ^^^^^ styleytfaiit 
had ever-aaetimy eye 9 ' andl <» 9isewibgti^« tte 
mind was: naturally led<to:}|bink t^ihajteaaoii 
ful allusidns made to ^tQi»L8ceimy.and ia«n>* 
ners, by Moses and tbe prophe)s^jaad,byCIirtat 
the chiefisfaepheid, and his apodiet. » Tbe grassy 
ioo^ oti wfaiob the cattle wek*e feednigy was imich 
superior :to a:ny thingriReihad met wkbin the 
steppe tiH !po(#4 a. cinautusjtaiiee whak; by^tfae 
influence ofibontras^ -tbnded in xioamidlde* 
gree to enihanee the .ei^ectpi^aduoed on dte 
mind by the pro^ptct })ef0t*e us.. Travelled 
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€& »bout ■»<■ wjdwut Mi Aing iwrtwy though 

tanee finpm it ; anii as the aujonwat not ck* 
peeled to riee till near midDightt be belted, 
end defened going to ^lest of it til the mom* 

O0C 18« lo tbe 49ourie of the oigbt* over* 
heerd J<Ab wlK^g out to the deeeooe tbet the 

Hevieg net ia cow^t they rraoWed to ge ia 
queet ^ him; a jresoluUoo to which I UHide 
00 objeetioo, £o«getfM} that the QKioMnt they 
didflOyt wa^ lilt ekwe MA (be vftidst of thede^ 
aert ; e&d (hq^igb the pistpU weee 10 the kibiu 
kif I believe J ihpuld heve beeaable io mehe 
but e fiM^le jreeiateppe had I been aisaikd even 
by unanned baedit^ before th^ return ; but 
aa the i4en <bd not atoke me at the time, it 
gave me no uiKwainen The cesuit of the 
umoh W9B% that the arbatabi wai founds 10 a 
sequestered spot at a litlie distaooey fiistasleept 
with the horses graraqg beside him. John went 
past biw veiy softlyt in the first insun^eb that 
bis sliunbers rn^^t not b^ disturbed ; but be* 
iag W cautious in eomi^g baakf the arbatcbi 
stmtedupiii ^ Snf^ snpposiqg it to be a 
thief w the point of aeiaiog his horses. His 
alarm aubiida^ bowever, 00 reoigniaiag him 
to bn.oi^jOf our *9wn party ; sod i^ter finding 

»2 
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wAteF» be oetunitd.:tarOur>:qiMBtaK andi pse^ 
pared for; renemng.ourijdttiiiey^' :TliesnDtifc£ 
iDg was fte £E)ggy,.tiiat, wheh: on ; the :<point:oi 
departing, about eij^t o\Jock, one of the dea?* 
cons, mistakstig the cUrectaonr, Iwd set his fiu» 
towards Astrachan, in the view of taking a 
short excursion, as he frequently did, in ad- 
vance -A^the ailias.' To ascertmn the'^reietton 
we were abdut to take, I had reoonrse to*>a 
small poeket bonipass with which I had ^ been 
presented by a friend in AMraebMi, and. found 
it tffhe nearly due west. HaviAg the cenlpass 
in my hfind^ I shewed it- to the deaccMi, who, 
by thil^ time, h$A 'bebib cadted back, aiidto his 
companion; both of whdin w>eri3 'inigbtily' a- 
imis^ with its movements, the ^ne of them 
nevclr ' having ' be^ 'an a{]|)inratus 'of ^ kind, 
and hdther having much knowl^ge bfitd na- 
ture and use till they ^re explained td them^ 
For abdci^t ti^o hours after occr depMrtU¥e,- the 
road was at timte^v^y heavy, owitt^' to ^ 
rain water wflibh had coH<fcted in the flats be* 
tween the gentle ascents with which the surface 
was diversifled, but iifter wards it beciame light 
2Hid smooth as a bowling green. Before; and 
^ either side of ds,-4hel siirface wast apparent- 
ly level, and thinly covered with ihei recftinns 
of herbage which, a- few days before^ had beeri 
fA)^ped to; ^h& *rbdts$ ' very probably by » «he 
flocks we passed yesterday ; itbehi^ctetdinary 
for the Calmucs to move with their whole sub- 
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stsndfr fton wie^pM, of tte ateppe ia another, 
audtopitdi'lh^irtenUiiliorb tWy find a iem 
Aip^riy of good pattuJra^'for tbdfcattie. 
' JUbout two o'dook dbserred^ a' Ikde in *acU 
yanoe^oftiSy a range of small sand hfllSy tbe 
Itttiuroof wbieb, like that of the wreatbt we 
had «pasKd 'on tihe lOth, aeemed to be qpifte 
faxne^ .Oo'cooMpg^within about a slme cast 
of tbeniy iMm i^ptd «ui of the arba with a 
new to^ake an exourrion on foot, but in a 
few, minutes lelafned* in haate, aind took hit 
seat,' findbg it almosi * impossible to adnmee, 
on^aoedUnt^dF the sand which was 'drifted a* 
bottti by^ a^siMP breeaey like snow, thai whiob, 
it was iHuoh nIoreoflbBttve to theejes. Har* 
ioj^ clfpssed the iknd hilb, we observed a lake 
before tts, a litde to the left, to the banks of 
whith we repaired and hdted for dinner; 
daHngi whidi^ two Oalmnes made up to us and 
^onveueda-y^tik^ with the arbalohi. They 
were the only = human' beh^ we had seen sinoe 
we left 0ur haltiag place m the uomittg. wAf- 
ter dinner, eontinned «iar coatee westward till 
about ten o'^ekxric, when we prqfMiredfor relir* 
ing to rest> in the hope that in the courae of 
tOMttbrrow we might ftt within sights the 

• ■ I 

f 

-rOei. ' 14; Left oor quartcie soon after day- 
bieak, and havmg past the salt * mines, fif the 
name^oan 1^ ^en to depositiooa of thatnune- 
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iml in the bottom of the Jake^ and <u» up 
wkh aboot a hmditd waggant bden witb thmr 
produoti aittiie bcgrond them* Thejr helwig* 
ad to Mab*Bu8fbBi% and vace dmwii bjr^Xen. 
The^knguaga of iim paopla^ though evsdeady 
of. tha aanie orij^ aiidi the madarn BtUBixf 
llioiBovr and iSt PateiAni'g^.liaa the rhaanfcter 
af beiag ^xtmmely nridgarf paally ia ooftae* 
%ueaoa of tfaeilibtealn8e)«f pratrliiaifdtirarda 

and phrase but. chiafy, it atribeftiisbab on acv 
ae^nt of their pBQMiiar aobmty and the, tidd pio« 
PJwariaHott ^ thigy gone to irocds of f IhafAr au^ 
thonlj; wUefa, lidRbor aU^ saettied . tp itadargo 
M Unratar icbaoge ji^hea artieulaitad l^. Uma 
iir foiswaniigik^ur quaadfttiak Ibaii ttendard 
Ei^liah. ivoedi do,:whaii aartipolatod l^ the 
]^aaaaB(ta:(^€unit^arlaiid jor Yorkshira* Aftar 
pu f wbg tha^ik>*&l8siaii$, or^ m they are vttU 

boa8a8iiiaai^A.frafihj|f»terflake) and on-iwkiog 
up to thamy a«d:flCflMiag;thaiii» John found 
they: ^nrae taoo dagra /van itmAok^ mi in the 
bf^ of •reaaUag ^Aa«raaha« m <ba oownm i»f 
Svedf^iQoi^;r baua^saifaitdily^ tofivehiuiH 
dnsd tifie«9i9u TbfaMoaopw.TaboqabtqhU^JMum 

,tbe character of being the best in the cojwtrj^ 
They feed well, and travel night and day for 
H^y auaeeapfe wneka { and whieh ia ?exy jre* 
narka^fK, .their horses nre geperaUy fai aa good 
G0Ddkian»i loam^'inld^^ arhea thcftr.jbiusoqr.ia 
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finished, as when it is begun. It is quite usual 
wil^ them to travel fton^ Moscow to A^traehan, * 
for example, upwkrds of 1400 versts, without 
haltiiig more than nbout two bonni at eaob 
sta^ to ft6d their liors^ 
' Gominu^ our course through a large plain, 
imd «Aer ditmer met a cavalcade of Calmucs 
in thtir progrett to the east. Their baggage 
was' eavriied «m cAcen, laderi like pack horses, 
aod th« apiKhraidCe cfHt^ "whole group pro- 
dtieed: a peculiar sensation, which I cannot well 
d^seribe^ ocdssioiKsd by Che' indications which 
itg«vl» of -eittreii^ indigeiiee, td whidk I was 
told thej bad been' reduced last winter by a 
gteat mortaliily : ammg their cattle; #bibh con- 
stituted tbeif weatth^' ttiiSkr the loss of Dirhicb, 
tb^r t«ligkm supplied them' with- no solid con- 
aohitiori. I hope that ete long the condition 
of lthesepo6i^.wand^mrs will engage more of ihe 
i^Mitioti of tlir^riendft'of anssionAry enterprise 
mlBritaini Aan it-has hmierfo dine, and that 
di^lvQrk«if'efangettriiig tbemrirlU soon b^ at*^ 
temfHed By oibersr beside the two Mtitary in- 
dividuals Stationed 'among them by lHne Mora- 
vians on the banlcs of the Vblga. 

- . }OeL 15; T^ ourquarten, as usual, before 
son^rise^' and had anagresaiUeride along a vast 
plain, the snrfiuse of wMeb was w level, that 
scarcely a hilloek HMs to be seen,^to relieve the 
eye, ' tiH neatly ten oPdooi^ ; #ben I obscrv* 
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^d aomethiDg which I suppbeed might be a 
•mountain raagei overtcffitd ly a doud» ffon 
wbioh it wftB dittiagiiiihidik, men^ly bjf « dig^t 
4hiide of diffiui^Qct in Its co^Mtf at|t apptcnpod 
through the haze. I asked Jo(m whether it 
waB not a mouiitaiii or jrising gionod on the 
other side of the Cum4 ? Of tUa be eBemed 
doubtful for a time^ tili the ataBoa|Aiafe be* 
coming clearer, iis the day advABoed, be no9g» 
nis^ it AS forauog pirt ^f the landacape ba^ 
yopd the river, the couiae of wUch waa mafk« 
ed out to ttt by the tieea upM ila baaka, whiah 
I welcGttieii, a$ servmgloi^ointouttfaeexftieine 
boundaries of the Steele, and the itetghbaur^ 
hood of a wltiTAt^ cMBtfy* Instead of 8taer» 
i;ig difeetly for the Cmna, howeTer* we pr9»^ 
coeded along the Moadek road, in Ah oUiqiie 
dsrection, for a Tilla^^ a few vtrsts beyond 
whidt, tlie norths the soolli, Asd die middle 
raids from Aattaehan to CvedrgbiarBk meet. 
BMched thezlmnfcs df 4he CiimAjeppQaite..tbe 
vUlageiAbpttthai£ past Aim; andle«MiigtiiA 
arbas, crossed the river, which, for the ooenreM 
nimee of'tmveUers, is atlhiapbM» fmmisbed 
with a wooden bridge^ in the Tiew of proceed* 
ing to the village to recruit our stock of pro* 
viaitms, wUch in oar^prpgrasstiubugh theile* 
aari was needy eAbaiisSed..' Bntl hawing pro* 
cnned the articles wanited, fnom a peasant. at 
the end of the bridge; bread, for exaBEiple« ap* 
buses, and a few potatoes^ the last of which. 



tall the Seolcli wamimanm came te Kertas. 
leeee maxcekyt lawmm <in the Cume^ and art 
atifl fwmyiprtdl as a nii^ ; aed being noM 
anxioiti te get limnMril on oor -joaniejr* thaa 
nuike qba ai wa tiQPi oa.a irillage. idbeat whkh^ 
hewever hmthig the j^ypcaranoe of ita whiter 
Hashed oettagti^ the most inteiestiiig ohxiim 

to VMp waa itS: boog the. i nt we had aecii 

we passed the sa ltw e she the day after 

og Astracbae, We lelraced o«r stepi^ 

beviDg Mged our new sSock of fnovi* 

I the aifaa» ^preftanASoir pnisssntiug the 
jonmey. Bc fot e leaying oar- sMsati, ho#efer, 
I embraced the opportmity rfiassiiaitig the 
span of Ae hsidgQ» whkh I fimnd to be about 
fbr^ jards^ The bed of dm iWer, at the 
bcidgc^ k desp, ila chj-odoured waters treu- 
bkd^ and Kbe Aoae of the Solway Firth in a 
Strang spring tade^ almost ocM^detely despcnled 
nf their hrigfalest emansot^-their tranqfMu-en- 
<7^ tta oaeme vapid, and its banks, though 
measly en alhsrial depoiite, nearly perpendieu- 
lar for a do2en oe istteen Ibet above the sur* 
face of the water; During a flood, it rises so 
high, I am told, a»to sweep away the brush- 
wood and f«ed»ef wlneh the road along the 
Imdge is formed'; tmd| oensequentty to ren* 
der it sometimes ImpasssUe for earriages, 
though its elevtttion abore the bed of the 
ri?er, is nearly the same with that of the banks 
on whieh it is phieed. 



Bixected our ooune nwtvard; mth the nvet 
fit some little distafiice«<)B/our. leB;:: Haviiig 
learned at . the briilge that' aottc* timnws who 
had begun to commit^dqiwdationt oH the Gu« 
ma, were apprehended. last night^ma neigh?- 
bouring garden ; and feattiig2Rre^in^lit''iie vi- 
sited by persons .of .a - similar desen^ption^ . one 
of the cl^KK)l» and Jphaiet botviathe/twiiight 
in: quest of a iaisouiable spdt, in adhrfnos o£ k», 
on the side of.die riyery suppnied to/be a. mast 
eligiUe one for passing. Ae iiigiit :iiiKihserTed. 
We.expeoted» of course diatafier aseectaki- 
ing wheire the retreat .lay^.theyjiMiild.be.waitr 
ing toK ttS;oathe road^ aod .readyita oondnct 
US. to Qur quartera. I In tbis^ bomver, we ;iKere 
disappointed, and die arfaatidii, aiiun travelling 
till the. twilight had nearly .diuppearod, bad 
become impatient, it should: seem, and trustii^ 
to his own sagaeity, left .thepuhUc road. with 
his charge^ and -directed his < course fiir tthe 
banks of the riYer. Ignorant of haaaioYem^fo, 
and suspecting no hazlord from, his mismanage* 
ment, I began to lonus^myself by.viewmgtfae 
ursa major whidi.^was right before me, and ob* 
serving its relatiqn to the adjaoeaat orbs. . On 
withdrawing my^eye^ &pm the stairry heavens^ 
it struck me, from a.blackn^ that I could not 
otherwise account for, that tberq was undoubt* 
edly a deep hollow right before/ the horses; but 
before I had time to, verify the':coq}ecture.by 
examining the place more closely, the ajrbatc^i 



r 



27 

who led the van in the uncovered arba, leapt 
out of it, crying but with a significant Tartar ac- 
cent^ prii, priL The arba 8topt as he uttered 
the words, and, apprehending that something 
seriously dangerous had extorted the exclanm* 
tion, I sprung from my seat, and, on running 
forward, found one of the horses on the ground, 
the cart saddle on his neck, and his master at- 
tempting to relieve him, but without effect. 
Having renewed the attempt in conjunction, 
we succeeded in elevating the arba so far, that 
the poor animal waa enabled to get up ; but in 
consequence of its being actually turned the 
brow of a pretty steep declivity, which termi- 
nated in a hollow like the bed of a small river, 
we found it too much for us to take him out of 
the arba, and too adventurous to attempt going 
to the bottom of the declivity with him in, till 
the other deacon, who had left the arba to look 
out for his companion, on being repeatedly 
called, at length heard^ and came to our assist- 
ance. He and I took each of us a side of 
the arba, and endeavouring so to balance it, as 
to enable the arbatchi to take out the horse, 
without being overrun by it, or buried under 
it, as there was reason to fear might be the 
case, had we persevered in making the attempt 
without the assistance of the deacon. Happily 
our efforts were crowned with success. The 
next point was to get the arba safely to the 
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IxHtom; nn undertdkmg ulitch, being itmtb 
more tKfficult tfann was Antiicipfttedy reqtiittd 
«11 our ikili atid utmigth to carrf into eAxt. 
The tsotered mrka hetog ligbter, were mtich 
iiH>re easily matmged ; tmd ttt kngfdi we had 
the 8£etisfkc[tion of weing them all tsXAy sta- 
tioned in the very mpclt in qtrest of whidi (us 
we hegtitr to comslude from ^eir nonappear- 
ance) the deacon and John had gone m Tain. 
It consists of a small patdi of grornid on the 
%anks ofllie Ctinm, l^ whid) it ts bomxdedon 
the south,' wlule it b ^lettered ftom the iiortSi- 
«m Mast ^y a pretty steep natural ismbanic- 
metit, the base of which has most p rob dJ y 
been washed in its time by the waters of ibe 
river. The point at which he entered it, was 
the termination of l3)e bdlow bed, !ihe jgloomy 
snipect of which, intersecting the 'en^bankment, 
arrested my attention before the arba stopt % 
and the danger we bad just eficaped, was oc- 
casioned by tbe ignorance and ri^bness <of the 
arbatchi ; who, though genera&yt^audous, ap- 
proached tbe hollow in the dark, at Tight 
an^es^ and ptished forward at a place where 
the declivity is greatest, instead tif pausing, in 
tbe first instance, till be bad e^camined tiie 
nature of the ground, and fbunda place. Which 
might ea^ly have been done, where be eould 
descend without hazard. 

As the twilight bad now ^iven place to the 
darkness of night, and there was no appearance 
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of our recQaoQitdog pMrty, I suggested to the 
deacon the prcqariety of |^ng to the top of the 
bank and Aoutiiig abod, in ovder that^ if they 
were withio heariogji be might recall them, bat 
this he dedmed, beisga&aid that by calliog out 
for lus fnend,; he night betray our retreat to 
banditti Though avarethat such a OQoaequenoe 
fa^At Mow^ H strucd^ me, that, in present cir- 
Gumstanoes, the sa^fioeitioD; had a stvooger 
claim to be mnfced among the jieuiMcs tlum 
the jvrobM^ aa if there i0erc banditti wander- 
ing about^ beside the gang a{qprehended last 
nighty the probohilily was, they Would make 
the attempt somewhere else rather than where 
the alarm was greatest, and the population 
moee upm the watfib4 and feeUog, moreover, 
that if I lurked m the valley and kept silence, 
I sboudd not be doing to them as I should have 
wished them u> do to me» I went repeatedly 
to the t(^ of the bank, and supposing they 
jQ^bt be on the contiguous road, bailed <Uto 
wge, but got no response. Returned to the 
vaktft where, in a few minutes, we heard the 
sound of trayell^ps on tbe road^ and supjposing 
Ub friend wd John might be m the train, the 
deacon made ofS in quest of them, and having 
found them together as he had tmticipated, on 
their way with the carriers to Migar, which is 
seven versts &rth^ w, he announced to them 
our having secured the :wi«hed-fiMr retreat,, and 
brought them to the spot, to the no small joy 
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of our whole party. On their return, I found 
that John, being apprehensire that his new 
tooloop might, by its whitish gloss, betray both 
himself and his companion to the thieves of the 
Cuma, had turned it inside out ; rightly judg* 
ing, that the gray coloured wool of the inside, 
being much less shewey, mi^ht escape notice 
in the dark, in cases where the other side 
would discover him. After hearing an account 
of their fruitless expedition, and telling them 
of our labour in bringing down the arba, we 
prepared for rest, thankful, I trust, for the 
mercies of the day, and hopeful that no evil 
would befal us through the night. 

Oct. 16. After a comfortable nighCs rest, 
and no molestation from banditti of any de- 
scription, left the semicircular area soon after 
the break of day ; and on observing the declivi- 
ty down which we hrl brought the arba last 
night, the danger we had escaped, struck me 
more, forcibly than ever. What reason for 
unfei^ed gratitude to the Father of mercies, 
whose watchful providence is every day fur- 
nishing fresh illustrations of the promise, <! the 
sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon 
by night,^ in preserving bis people from 
harm, as well from unforeseen contingencies, 
which, like the one adverted to, are not at all 
anticipated, as from obvious and ^enrmidable 






wki «l Ifa9 iiroipeot of whicb^ tb« heart is 
apt ta f«i0t» «Ad the kneea to*tiemble I 

About e^bty paAse^ the village of UtUe Ma- 
jAr» situated at a apaaU distance from us oa 
the Cim>a« the road we pursued^ mnnuig along 
a gentle declivity between the river and the 
comparatively elevated landa in the adjacent 
steppe. Viewed from the roadi H has ao in- 
tereating a]^)earance, being ocnaraented by a 
respectable^looking church, and beautified by 
an eo^teoaive vineyard ; the verdant foUage of 
which, teDd3 much to enrich the bndscape^ 
whicbt if a perspective view of it were taken at 
aA eWpble apot on the confinea of the steppe, 
would exhibit, in the distance, a great part of 
that mountaiiious oar elevated range which runs 
along the south or right bank of the Cuma, as 
far upward aa the eje can reach^ sometimes 
aiq)r9acbing the streamt «pd sometimes reced- 
ing from itft though its summit is generally 
parallel with the vale through which the river 
cuts its way ficur the sandy flats of the desert, 
where it is swalk^red up or eyiqporated, without 
being permitted to do honiage to the Caspian^ 
by presenting, in token of alk|^anoey so much 
as a single draught of the water* which had 
washed the northern confines of Circa^sia. 

When feaftii^ my eyes with the scenery of 
the valley, and indulging anch trains of 
thought as were naturally suggested by it, my 
attention was ar4:ested by a new 9cene, which, 
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had my soul been inspired withi Ae j|eAii]iie 
enthusiasm of an antiquarian, w&e\d undoubt- 
edly have induced me to lay an embargo on 
the arbatchi, till its pretennons had been ex- 
amined, and its secret treasures in some measure 
explored. It was a large assemblage of beau- 
tiful green tumuli, many of them entiire, others 
in a course of demolition, and a third class dis- 
tinguished from the contiguous sward, merely 
by a green circular ring, which, when in their 
glory, had constituted their extensive base. 
Observing some men at work in one of tbem, 
on the south road, we leapt out of our arbas ; 
and on reaching it, we found some men em* 
ployed in digging up bricks. These, in the 
days of yore, had formed the wails of a house, 
which, after having been for centuries con- 
cealed from the eyes of mortals, was on the 
point of being ra^ed to its foundation. Some 
of the bricks were of the same size and form 
with those in general use in Britain ; of others 
the dimensions were different; forming a 
figure of about a foot square, the thickness 
of which, however, was mudi the same with 
the common ones. Made some enquiries 
respecting the tumuli, at.the labourers employ, 
-ed in overtutning them, and were told they 
were the remains of an ancient Tartar town ; 
the buildiiigs of which having been delserted 
iand fallen into ruins, had, in process of tame, 
been so enveloped in dust, as to assume the 
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toftm in wfaicb they now Appear. One of thtu, 
on the north side of the road, stood pre-emi 
neat amid the sttrroundidg group. Probably 
it may have been a pidace. And another haid 
by us on tb6 south side of it, now nearly levd 
with the groutui^ is supposed, by the nadves, 
to have beeu a chiuth, for this, among other 
reasons, that in d^ging up its foundations and 
ransacking its depositions, ** dead men^s bonea** 
had been found ampng the ruins. On pasnng 
it, I observed, in the midst of its site, some 
large sand stones, which, it is likely had made 
part of its foundation. By the time we had 
made these observations, the arbatchi had got 
considerably a-head of u% which suggested the 
pr(^iiety of diaking up the ground we had 
lost ; in doing which, the tumuli skirting the 
desert, north of the road, came successively 
under my eye, serving as so many monitors ct 
the vanity of all sublunary things, Happy 
they whoseafchfor a dty which hath founda- * 
tions, whose builder and maker is God ! 

Aeached the village of Pokoina about ten, 
but observed nothing in it worthy of notice, 
except the polish and fancy colours of the 
bricks; 06 which several of its humble tene- 
ments are built For these, however, its in- 
hatntants are indei)ted to the skill and industiy 
of former times, choosing rather to ransack 
the tumuli on- the site of an ancient town, on 
a declivity a few versts up the river, than sub 
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jfct themsetre^ 4o (be drudgery oi mi 
bdcks on purpose* Having aecuved as atA^y 
UfUe neeessariea as, it struck me» would sup^« 
$ede the necessity of making any purebases on 
SaU)aib» and gpiven the arbatohi a small sum 
for a fresb supt>ly <^oata to his boraes, i^ eoor 
tittuod our OQurse iqn the' valley^ along a patb, 
Ivbicbi. for the most part, was sheltered on boUi 
bands with reeds, or thickets of brushwood, till 
finding a suitable spot for preparing dinner, we 
baited and refreshed ooraelves by a homely 
meal, thirty or forty yards from Ae banks of 
the river. After dteneiv ascended the dedivi* 
%y for the tumuli, which I found to be acatter* 
ed over a great extent of surAice» aerving to 
mark the »te of a much larger town than that 
of the one pafioed in the morning. Passed a 
village named Majar, distitiguished from the 
^se of the same name aljeady adverted to» by 
its, situation oh a rising ground about thirty 
^•versts farther up the river, and by its inbabi*' 
tants> who are chiefly Armenians and Georgia- 
a»8« There is noCking remarkable in its ap- 
pearancQ« 
About five o'clock, observed, at a vast dis* 
*;^ tance right before us, (our course about south 
V nv^^t) something resmnbUng the top of a oonir 
qal* bill, iitolining gently to the south. It in«- 
stantly struck me, it must be the summit of 
one of the mountains bordering on Cauossus. I 
ppinl^ it out to' John, wbo the moment it 
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met his eje, exclaimed, with a significant ac- 
cent, it 18 Besktow. Karaas is just at the hot* 
torn of it, on thb side. The sig^t of it gave 
new life to Jdm, in whose mind it revived the 
grateful remembrance of the adjacent scenery, 
in the midst of which he passed hb boyish 
days—and to me, as it served to shew the ter- 
mination of n^ journey, and the abode of my 
missionary friends. So powerful was the inw 
pression, that I felt as if the journey had been 
brought to a dose, and my friends ready to 
bid me welcome to .Earass ; forgetful that I 
was separated from the wished-for spot, by a 
distance little short of a hundred versts, and 
at all events of more than sixty miles. There 
were other circumstances, too, which omtri* 
butedto the hearty welcome which! gave it, 
as it raised its bead on the distant horizon. 
For example, I had seen nothing to be com- 
pared to it, since i took my leave of themoun« 
tains between Simborsk and Samara, mote 
than two years ago ; for though, when con- 
trasted with the petty elevation in the Calmuc 
steppe, the elevated dbtrict which met the eye 
yesterday and this morning, south of the Cu* 
ma might figure as a mountain range, it 
bears a greater resemblance, in reality, to a 
stupendous sand bank, or some other kind of 
alluvial depositey from which the waters of the 
ocean have receded, than to those mountain 
masses to which the name is usually given by 
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the gcokigista of Europe. Nor was this aU i 
It had more the appearance of some kisalated 
mounUiiis, to which my fjres had been famsli* 
ar, in Sootkiid, than any things I had hitherto 
met with in Russia; sometimes bringing to 
mind the last sight I had of North*Berwick« 
Law, on bidding it adieu on the Gennao 
ocean ; at other tinic« reriring the reooUeetion 
of Ailsa Cnigy as seen in the distant faorszon 
firom the western parts of BenTrewshire ; the 
shape of its summit being something between 
tiie two, haying less of the appearance of a 
sugar loaf than the formeri «id mora of it than 
the latter. As we ascended the 6uma^ the 
shoulders of fieshtcKW^ which, when wefirai ohi^ 
served it, was sunk below our hbrtxan^ began 
tei appear in sight, aa did fdaaa burge moim* 
tain on the nordi of it, named Gielantoiw, i.not 
so debated as the peak, but more mas^^ with 
the top of a conical rock on &e souths separate' 
ed fix>m it by an intesrstice so admirably pro* 
portioned,' aa to leave an impiessiicm of its be« 
inga magnificent appendage to the. mountain 
«»rin shiqpe and figure something between a 
pyramid and an obelisks By the time that 
these and several other mountain masses ap> 
peared ftilly in sight, Besbtow bad too much 
dl the aspect of Bealomond not to bring it 
before my imaginiMion. Its should^s are in-* 
deed less regularly formed^ its summit les&ma* 
jestic, and its proportions, as a whole^ less per-* 



Catti init witb «M Hikse al— Mntnte, it Iwl 
nmrn vf tiiesii^ of dut XMHin, dm «iij 
«riiieh I ivDDllBct^df Jia)nag4ce& ; Md wevt ma- 
Atgyleifaire UghbiidGiruked lo gm it a mmm 
t> iij w ijin bwnoferf h»»ilgye<Bqatty, I Ium 
little hoBtMiMin^Mdfatiaf dM«twddM 

jBtffl/oWHNIIt. 

(Jadtntnd HtM JcAia, tkiit had tte^at- 
nosphcsre ben adilmatfdy dfear, mm aught^ft 
dM spM lw?« <ha£l « loew «f JUbrntoni abiNft 
too tenu footli #r BNbimr, «nd ibe higlMl 
df Ike flttovHaMHMi mMmtains <^ Caaeaaut^ 
to wliidi the aiiMM ira fad ben ^aMfaig 
iit» smy 4b ooMidtMd aa a kind of 8«teiiiia&^ 
b>at beiag wr w ia ta Bd aa Ae Imaa 'wMdi o««n 
haag it, Bt tiK appimdi «f iii|^t| I had iiet 
the ^eaaeise af ^ylag it the tnlbote cf a dli* 
tttnl vdaiiraig fodk, iMfoe deioeiidbg oiiea 
more ftem liie decb«4ty iMfae i^ale ef the GtH 



Reeebed the ^nMuge ff Maahodt, ^ob the 
boak 4ef 4be li^er, and *wwe imipitaUy feceiv* 
ed by « faoAerinJa^aC one of the deaoeiisi 
a4io » MitMlf a eaniMate tat deacon^a orders. 
Hia hoiisa, tSte^dMsae of die BMBiiaiis Ja gene^ 
nd, was veil Sealed hfm hmk peach «r atov^ 
die 'wamtth of Whidi area the aaone agreaaUe 
that the evenings had ix^iin to ^I a litdt 
colfl:; Amt apprdhiMBifethiitSedgi^gAisiiight 
in a oaiafaiubk mnps^ mt||bt be ixfAiag in 
aiy ft«oar9 ia the ptospeetJif lodging to«u>iw 
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night in the kifattki, I prefesred putting up 
with the acoomnodation I had been accustom- 
ed to in the steppe, and tookttip my quarters 
alone in the oourt yard; leating it to J^n 
and the deaocms to appropriate die comforts 
which the peach was cakuhited to affinrd them. 

Oct. 17. On awakii% in the' course of the 
nig^t, I found that the aAOf which naturally 
turns on the axletree, as a leVer on its f idc« 
rum, had lost its balance so fiUr in the wrong 
direction, that my feet had reached a point of 
elcTation by no means intended for them when 
I retired to rest To restore the arba to the 
position it had lost, nothing further was neces- 
sary than to move forward a Uttle, which I had 
no sooner done, than the forepart of it, an- 
swering to the long arm cf a oertaih kind of 
lever, instantly preponderated, and dropt to 
the wished-for level; and to prevent the re- 
currence of an incident which, though no seri-* 
ous inconvenience had disturbed my slumbers, 
I fixed it in such manner as, it struck me, 
would keep it from yielding to any accesinon 
of weight the other 0srm of the lever was like- 
ly to receive during the night; and having re- 
sumed my place in the kibitki, rested comfort- 
ably till the break of day. 

Breakfasted mih [ our landlord, and afiter 
thanking him for his hospitality, took our leave 
of him, and continue our course up the vale 
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of the Cuma. PaBsed Feodorifskie after mid- 
day, and having readied the village of Kasais- 
ky, sixteen versts from Georgbievsk, we took 
up our quarters for the night in the court-yard 
of one of the peasants. 

In our progress up the Cuma, one of the 
most magnificent prospects opened on our 
view, that my eyes had ever witnessed in any 
country ; the lofty mountains of Caucasus, 
covered with eternal snow, and towering above 
the adjacent mountains and hills, in an atti- 
tude which seemed to bespeak something ana- 
logous to a consciousness of the refulgent ma- 
jesty in which they meet the eye, as they re- 
flect the sun beams on the abodes of mortals, 
as well on the confines of the Calmuc steppe, 
as in the neighbouring valleys. The moun- 
tain wbifih first appeared in sight, was the Al- 
burrows; the snowy sides of lihich became 
visible about ten o^clock, through the interstices 
of the intervening clouds— in a manner which 
gave birth to emotions, which, though I shall 
long remember them, I despair of being able 
to describe. Its apparent elevation and mag« 
nitude, as seen through the broken clouds, so 
far exceeded my antidpations, great though 
they were, 'that I could scarcely believe my 
eyes, suspecting that, like those assemblages c^ 
clouds which had sometimes figured before us 
as mountains on our way to the Cuma, might 
turn out to be all an illusion* But my hemta- 
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tion was soon over; for John; to whom its 
shape and relative situation was fannliar, hav- 
ing observed it, as be walked a little behind 
the arba, came running up to me, ahd pointing 
to the place, cried, yonder is Alburro^»<*^o 
you see it. Sir f I looked agaih, my ddubtis va- 
nished, and so powerful was the kbptres^on^ 
on finding that, what I was tempted, (torn itA 
size, to consider as a mighty assembbge of 
clouds, was actually a mountain, that I fett 
myself beginning to draw myself back in the 
kibitki, till, ashamed of my weakness in shrink^ 
ing at the sight of a mountain a hund^ miles 
distant, I snatched the reins from the band of 
imagination, and made an eiFort to contem<- 
plate this part of the works of God with com- 
posure.* O Lord, how wond^ul are thy 



* Lest any of the miBsiQiiftry ttudeats, or others into whose 
hands this maousalpt may fall, should feel disappointed on 
finding Alburrows appearing, perhaps, as much less than his 
anticipations, as it appeared, at firftt sight, to be gieater than 
mine, I would beg leave to vemark, that iian are few thii^ 
in 'which a tfavdkr is more apt to be deceived, than in guess* 
ing at the probable height of mountains^ &c. on a cursory 
view. I recollect that when descending the Volga, I once 
called out to my sister, « Come here, I see Burnrwarky** on 
perceiving what I supposed to be a mountain exactly rescm-> 
Uing the top of it, just as I looked out of the cabiQ door. But 
on passing its base, a little farther down the river, it turned 
out to be a large sand hill. The deception had been occa- 
sioned by the nature of the g^und and the distance-; for when 
first seen beyond the intcr««oing sands atid.bi?dties, itforqafd 
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work9 ! in vNbm Aou hast nude Ibem all. 
For an hoar or two» Alburrow^ with part of 
the contiguous rangQ, was distinctly visible; 
afier which it imw i^vin covered with clouds 
^ the daj wais far qpeat* cJLt length the dis- 
tant horizon beeame perfectly clear, and exhi* 
hited to our wondeiiiig eyes a view of the 
vsbole midl«id iwige from Alburr^ws oa the 
south-west of ufl, to the palaes for Teflis on the 
south-ea8t<!-*iat a time pec^iliarly favourable for 
devout reflection, just as the diadows of the 
evening were aonounnQg dfe qpeedy approach 
of ni^t, ^ when oo man can work,'' aud thus 
adiBomshing the sinful eons of Adam to pre- 
pare to meet their God* It was, moreover. 



mu^ thci Mme tagie isk the fyo, UiM tbe top of Biuniswiffk 
doesy when seen beyond the intervening ridge fimn some parts 
of the firth of Solway. Tt gxTe anoth^ example : A few 
days ago J took a ride with my tnodier Mr GaDoway to Con- 
•taatiaagonkieL Tha gronad waa oivfMi iiril£ now, and on 
]^«6ii|ig the hei^t between Bmbt9w aad tfaa hot^watai moan^ 
tain, I obeenred a range of hlUa iriiich I mppoaed were only a 
few vents distant, and was on the point of ezdaiming, What 
hi&are thesef It is fethuige I never notioed them befdre ! 
whoi a aseoiMl'ladk convivM «^ tiiat what I took #91 ftOf tm. 

Tcsmned th«ir wonted apparent nugnitndfi, as I bqpu to re- 
flect that ^e intervening distance, instead of bemg only eight 
or ten, was, in most places, upwards of 100 vetsts. 

The same iadividaal may be mistaken tor a giant, when 
sfcn tbnwgh a wmti and liir« dw«rfy wUm seen fimn eie fpp 
of a steeple. 
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the evening of Sabbath ; a connderation whicb, 
I trust, had its inflaence in leading my 
thoughts from the fading glcxies of earthy 
splendid though some of them be, to the un- 
fading glories of heaven— ^rom the majesty c^ 
God, as discovered in the works of nature, to 
his infinite mercy and love in the economy of 
grace— and from the bustling scenes of this 
world, to the rest which remains for the peo« 
pie of Ood in that which is to oome. 

Oct, 18. Left Kasaisky about six. The 
mornings for about an hour or two, misty, 
which, of course, intercepted the view of dia* 
tant scenery. Reached Under^-podgoma, six 
versts from Georgievsk, about nine, and after 
taking our leave of the other deacon, who had 
halted there to enjoy the company of some 
friends connected with the hierarchy, forded 
the Cuma^ which washed the bank on which 
the village %tands, on the south, and continued 
our course direct for Georghievsk, the capital 
of the government of Caucasus ; the suburbs 
of which, we entered about eleven, and having 
secured convenient lodgings, got our goods ua* 
loaded, and made preparations for proceeding 
to the colony at an early hour to-morrow 
morning: the day being too far advanced to 
render it expedient to make the attempt soon- 
er. Paid off the arbatchi by giving him what 
remained on hand of 200 i^ubles, the sum for 
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whkh he ^ngagtd to ftfraiah hit two arbas, 
with two hones eadi» to this place. Engaged 
three tekgai from a Riuman T^hooBhtohlk, 
£iir irbicb be is to wecAve eighleen robles on 
setting us down safety in Karass to-ncvrow— 
being a diatance of about thirty-five versts, or 
aearly twenty«four English miles. 

Visited the oitj^ whidi is situated on the 
brow of a steep bank or earthy precipice, the 
base of which is washed on the east by the 
Podeuma^ which, from this place upward, is 
considered as the boundary between the Rue* 
sianand Cabavdian trontien. The ^ipioaeh 
to it fsem the suburbs, is protected by a deep 
ditch overkoked by cannon and other martiali 
engines, whieh give it an aspect sufficiently 
fbnntdaUe to overawe even the hardy tenants 
of the rocks, on drawing near its environs. 
The dwelling bouses, and other edifices within 
the ramparts, are, for the most part, govern- 
ment buildings, and although few would be 
conddered as ekgani in Moscow or St Peters* 
burg, yet, when contrasted with the buildings 
in the adjacent villages, most of them are neat, 
and many of them handsome* 

Understanding there was a large market or 
fm hard by the sobarbs, which, after having 
continued some days, was on the point of 
breaking vp^ I repaired to the spot, and found 
that, thou^ some baigiuns were stiO making, 
die merchants in genend wero employed in 
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packing their goods, in the View of prooeediitgf 
to another market of the same kind, to be held 
in a few da)^s at StayropoL The supply of 
goods exceeded any thing I shoujd vhyve anti- 
cipated in this remote region; exfiibittng a 
great variety of drapery, silks, crystal, china, 
and crokery ware, &c« &c. ; many of them 
excellent, and almost ^ll of them shewey in 
their kind. 

After supper, the dght of a bedstead in a 
comfortable apartment, reminded me that the 
necessity of sleeping with my clothes on, as I 
was wont to do in the kibitki, was now super* 
ceded; and therefore laying aside the pre- 
cautions I had found convenient in the desert, 
I prepared for retiring, to rest, in a manner 
much more congenial to my early habits 
— thankful to the Father of- mercies for his 
kind providence by the way, and for the 
goodness, temporal and spiritual^ which he 
is at this moment making to pass before 
me. 

Oct 19* Though engaged to be on the 
spot by day-break, the Russian Tshooshtchik 
did not make hb appearance till the sun was 
up \ and before all was packed and ready for 
the road, it Fas nearly eight o^clock. 

On taking leave of our landlord, who is a 
German, I was invited to make his house my 
home, whenever I had occasion to visit the 
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txiwiif<-an ol^ finr wUch I thanked hiniy and 
haviog InddcD him adieu, set off for the colo- 
ny in the hope of reaching it at an early hour 
in the afternoon* 

Passed a Tillage liamed Babuk, five or aix 
versts from Georgbievak, whidi I undecstand 
is. inhabited hy, Abaaaa and Cdbaxdians. It 
is a YiUage of oonsiderafale extent and po- 
pulation ; and being under the protection of 
the Buadan gorermnent, it struck me, it 
inight be an excellent station for some ci 
oar young nlissionaries to settle in for a time, 
in the yiew of aequning the knowledge of 
the Cabardian language, and there preparing 
themselves :for itinerating among that ped- 
ple> in the land of their fathers^ sepulchres, 
between the present frontiers and the snow- 
mountains, should external circumstances in 
the course of a few years render it practical 
ble to do so in safety ; and judging from cer* 
tain movements which it is unnecessary to de- 
scribe, such an event is not at all improba- 
ble. 

About mid«day, came close to the right 
bank of the Podeuma, which at this place is 
precipitoos, the soil of the contiguous rising 
ground having been here and there scooped 
out by the waters as they cut their way by a 
drcuitous course through a narrow vale> 
bounded on the other Ade by the base of 
Berelik, a considerable mountain whose shape 
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bespoke it to be a seoondhury farmatioii, thengh 
no ftrtta were ▼idhle^toooniinii At bypethe- 
M After pasting a cavdon^ or out-post of 
Cozaks, we left the river on 4>ur left, and 
aseended a risiBg ground for an elevated 
range, the surfbee of which, fer> many versts, 
is nearly level, situated between the Podonma 
and the Jamucha, a mw whieb waters the 
vide of Karass east of the oalony,^ and falls 
into the Cnma below Naimen viBi^p. In 
our prsgrcss along this elevated tract, with 
Beshtow right before, us, Gilantow on the 
one band, and the hot*waler mountain on 
tbe otber, we fotuid owrsdyea in the centre 
of a dehgfatful aemiotroulttr range ; the sum- 
mit of which was set off by the drversi- 
fied figures of tbe mountaina; inconlerap' 
lating which, the eye was rdiaved by the 
scenery oa the sides of an elevated ridge 
by which they were conneotod. The rock, 
which on Saturday struck the eye as the 
top of an obelisk or pynMnid^ immediate^ 
ly in advance of Gilantow, I now found 
to be united to another rock, wbtob, at that 
time, was not suiBciently elevated to strike 
the eye ; and its appearance, as a wbokj 
was so modified, that I was as much indebt* 
ed to its position, as to its sfaap^, for. be* 
ing able to recognize it as tbe same. JBe- 
tween this rook and Beshtow, there is still 
another hiil^ covered with wood to tbe top, 
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which approaches nearer to the %ure of 
a perfect cone, than any in the range, 
and is remaricabie, besides, for a far-fam* 
ed mineral spring, which is said to be 
strongly impregnated wit^ iron. The hot- 
water moantain'i-HStill more famous for the 
hot mineral springs which issue from one 
of its appendages— ^yields to none in the 
range for beauty, though, as might be exr 
pected from its being of a secondary forn^- 
ation, it has less of the sublime than some 
of the others, which, judging from a dk« 
tant view, are composed chiefly of primitive 
rocks. 

Beshtow, which occupies a central posi- 
tioti in the same circular range, still re- 
tained an imperfect resemblance of Benlo- . 
vmndj on a general view of its figure ; but 
there is one thing, in particular, in Besh- 
to^ to which I am not aware that there 
is a parallel in the other---it is covered with 
wood newrly to its summit, and on one of 
il8 shoulders the toipS' of the trees are to be 
seen here and there from top to bottom, 
in the openings of a ragged rock, or natu* 
ral dyke, wluch forms a kind of profile of 
that part. of the mountain, when, as was the 
case with us, it lies between the eye of the be- 
.holder ai^ the western horizon. 

A litlie before three o^ckxsk, the colony 
iqppeared in sight, right before us, beau^ 
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tifuBy situated on a gcQlb de^^Uy, ap« 
parently a vent w two from the bottain of 
the mountain, and at the eaatem eKtremity 
of the forest The drcumatanee that struck 
me most forcibly^ when ^be village vas point- 
edout to me by John and Thonas Sleelt 
who had met us in our progress firom the 
Cardon, was its size; fer lliough I knew 
that besides the npssionaries there were a 
Hamber of G^ermans in the pbce» uid that 
it was guarded by a company of soldiers^ 
and a par^ of Coai^; for aU which I should 
also have known* that kx^pngs would be ne^ 
cessary, yet I had in imagination figured to 
myself a small TiUag€v eonnsting of a doaen 
or twenty houses, for .the . aecommodaUbn of 
the missionaries and a few odier fat^uH^ 
without making due rilbwanoe for the whole 
number^ or fiir tl» manner in which their 
houses and oourt-yarda are ooastructsd. 
. Having viewed the village from the ad^a* 
cent haght eastof the Jamaehat.we desoeadBi 
a winding .path fer.the valley $ and just aa we 
had crossed the rivulet by whidi it la iwatav 
ed, John recognised my i>sother Mr GdUo* 
way^ at the distance of about a gun-^ot^ on 
his way from the /village 'to sneet us. Steing 
well mounted^ he reached asiin a. few ascends, 
and gave me a most >aer£al welcooie^ as a . 
brother mtssionary and £aIlow4afaourer in ^e 
work of the Lord. Fourteen, years badnqw 
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elafMed sime tfie retnlbfOttBicnt of the nuMm-i 
ariiea had. Hnehsd the €iibiiyi and the amval 
cf a newfMM aened to te^ve die yeman- 
bmioe of foranr ikaim^ bIoA to encoAifage the 
hope that he end Mr PatoneiH who, I was 
flon^ to heac> waa afiU poorlj» would teve MA 
only the prayea^ but t^. pcnoael eo^ope- 
ration of othem in their endea^me tocidti^ 
vate the missicynary fidd estrualed to their 
eate on the aastbem oeaAnea of Ciaiicafus. 
These weire ether oownderatteiiSj Um^ which 
it it mneoesMry to panfcicnbiriK^ which mada 
the interview JiitBalt^ 4igi ' c e a hh^ and having 
aetttedounakea together in the tdeg% while 
John todc ehai^'of the hetsc^ we aaeended a 
a liain^ ground^ from the rivulet to the vUIagei 
vritfa cheerful liearta^ conversing about the con- 
cerns of the SBsrion aad the niraiiooary settle- 
ment) till having paat the oenttnal at the eastern 
gate^ and Ibe guiud at thc'cannon^ in the midst 
of the TiHi^fey we eeaebed liie ntdsaioa houset 
when a new impulse vp«s given to my feelings 
by the congratulations of Mrs Gralloway, and 
other fnends that had collected about the gate 
to welcome the stranger. 

Accompanied by Mr Galloway, called on 
my brother Mr Paterson, who» on hearing I 
was arrived, stepped out of his bed*room into 
the parlour, and> with a smiling though sick- 
ly countenance, welcomed me to the cobny. 
In a few minutes I had the pleasure of being 
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introduced to Mrs Pater8on« who loet no time 
in ordering a cup of coflfee to be got veady lor 
the refreshment of their new misskmary guest, 
which was no unwelcome beverage after tra- 
velling in the heat of the day, from.Geoig' 
hievsk to the colony. Mr Paterson's spirits re- 
vived as the conversation went on,: and in the 
course of an hour or twof, he had almost for- 
gotten that he was indisposed. 

Meanwhile the hour of pubtic prayer drew 
near, and having repured to the {daoe where 
prayer is wont to be made, we oflfered up our 
evening sacrifice to the God whom we serve, in 
the hope of meeting with acceptance for the 
sake of Him that loved us, and gave himself 
for us, an ofibring and a sacrifice to God for a 
sweet smelling savour; After which we took 
our leave of each other for a season, and re- 
tired to our respective apartments, much re« 
freshed by our interview, and thankfiil to our 
heavenly Father for the tender mercies with 
which he had crowned us. 
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Cj^t l^tAtors, €XimuUt ku ^r. 



OF THE 



SCOTCH COLONY AT KARASS. 



DtftXNG the few weeks I have been in the 
coloQjr, frequent opp<Artumties have occurred 
of recriving from my brethren, a great many 
notices respecting the histor/ of the settle 
ment, as well as of making observations on 
the elimate of the oountiyt the nature of the 
floil, and other particuliu*s of a similar com- 
plexion. On these pmnts, however, the Di« 
rectors are- already in possession of ample 
means of information, in the reports transmit* 
ted from time to time by the missicmaries; 
which supersedes the necessity of entering in* 
to the minute details that nught otherwise be 
denrable ; and I shall therefore content myself 
with ofiSnring a few cursory remarks*. 
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Soon after my arrival at the colony, I was 
accompanied by my brethren to the burial 
ground; the sight of which, in connection 
with the questions put to them by a fellow-la- 
bourer who had come to winter among them, 
gave rise, I have no doubt, to a variety of 
painful recollections on dieir part; while its 
language to me, and, indeed, to all of us, was 
** whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with all thy might, for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the 
grave, whither thou goest.^ It is situated on 
a small oblong hill or ridge, the base of which 
is of an oval form, terminating on the east by 
a gentle slope, and on the west by a pretty 
steep declivity. Its elevation above the con- 
tiguous s(m1, may be from thirty to forty feet 
on the south, and front fifty to sixty on the 
north. Its distance, north of the vilkge, may 
be half a verst Here lies the mortal part of 
the Rev. Henry Brunton, a man of a most 
vigorous understanding, well skilled in the 
sacred literature- of Europe, extensively ac- 
quainted with the dogmas of the Mohamme* 
dans, whose Coran he ooukl read in the origi- 
nal Arabic ; endowed with a singular capacity 
for acquiring a knowledge of dead and Jivii^ 
languages, of a shrewd, active, enterprising turn 
of mind, and by consequence (in as far asna-* 
tural capacity and extensive eruditioa are con- 
cerned) eminently qualified for the wock of a 
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chrifiltaii missuiiuury. He died on the 27th 
Murch 1813, after having finished the trans* 
lation of the Tanar-Turkiab New Testa- 
ment, now in ciroidation amoi^ Tartars, &c. 
on hoth sides of the Russian lines-^-a work 
that may be considered as a kind of standard 
or model for those who wish to write agreeably 
to the Turkish grammar, yet in such a style as 
to be understood by Tartars possessed of amo- 
derate knowledge of their own language. Be« 
sides Mr Sruatcm, and his sister Mr Pater*- 
son^s first wife, and the first wife of Mr Gal* 
loway, the remembeanoe of idiom oould not 
fail to produce a variety pf mangled emotions 
in the hearts of my oompanions» the follow- 
ing members rf the missionary family, exclu- 
sive of chiUren, are interred in the same 
ground; viz. Mr DouglsB Cousin, surgeon, 
Mr and Mrs Hardie, Mr Andrew Hay, Mrs 
Cairns, and Mrs Bronton, with Amelia, first 
wife of Mr Maealfune, and Jean, Mr Eraser's 
first wife. Of these, the greater part died in 
the years 1801«*^, partly of diseases occanon- 
ed by the hardships they endured when the 
mission was in its infancy, but chiefly, it is 
presumed, of the dysentery, or the dregs of it 
—-a disease with whidi most erf* the mission- 
aries were seised, in eonsequenoe of having un* 
wittingly taken up ihdr abode in a house in 
the wooden walls of which the infectious mat- 
ter had beai concealed. The mentiiHi of this 
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circamstance, in connection with the remarks 
made on the history of the settlement by ray 
brethren, served to correct an erroneous lio* 
tion which I had formed of the climate of Ka- 
rass, which I had been in the habit of- consid- 
ering as very unhealthy. The fa^ seems to 
be directly the reverse, if an inference may be 
drawn from a list of the births and deaths 
which have taken place in the colony nnce the 
arrival of the Germans in the year 1810, or 
from the healthy looks ci the greater part of 
the population. The'prevailing disease is the 
ague, which is often very severe in the sultry 
months of July aiid August, and tlie dregs of 
it often issue in dropsies, &c. - but consump- 
tions, and other diseases prevataat in Britun,- 
are comparatively little known in the colony 
or its vicinity. In the year 1604^ the plague 
committed dreadful ravages in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the colony, and still it fre* 
quently makes its appearance beyond the Cu- 
ban ; but I understand it is not by any means 
a disease to which this quarter is peculiarly 
liable, as the late pestilence is the only one 
that has been known here in the memory of 
man. It is a circumstance that will long be 
remembered with gratitude by the mission- 
aries, that, when surrounded by the plague to 
which thousands of the natives became victims, 
not one of their number fell. Sultan Eate-> 
Cherry, then under their care, was, indeed. 
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seised by it, bat was meraftiUy preierved, and 
pcwerved, I hap^ to be a Uessing to his 
coantrymen* Nay, in the adorable provideoce 
of Him who is wonderful in oouosel and ex- 
cellent in working, the plague seemed to have 
proved their salvation from captivity ; for when 
the army from beyond the Cuban came to the 
very borders of their land, and set fire to seve- 
ral villages a fSew versts distant, they were de- 
terred, it has been supposed^ from proceeding 
to the villages then on the lands of Karass, 
by the dread of that sooui^ of mankind* Is 
it ^^usiastic or unreasonable, then, to hope 
that a missbn, for the preservation of which 
the God of heaven has wrought such wonder- 
ful deliverances, may yet be honoured by Him 
in planting the banner of the cross in the 
hitherto inaocessiUe retreats of Mohammedan 
delusion, or in lighting afresh the lamp of the 
gospel, in quarters where, from the want of 
ml, it ** has gone out ?^ 

The sml of the lands of the colony and 
naghbourhood, is a rich black loam, which, 
when well cultivated, is remarkaUy productive 
in all kinds of grain, though, as the Germans 
find the culture of tobacco, potatoes, &c* more 
profitable, the portion of land appropriated to 
t^ raising of com, is but small. As a whole, 
the cobnial lands are exceedin^y well water- 
ed with a great many excellent springs, not to 
speak of seyeral rivulets which wind their way 
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from the mountains to the Jamucha, and 
thence by Numah village to the Cuma. Mr 
Paterson has a charming orchard; besides 
which, and that of Mr Galloway, which, 
though not so far advanced, is thriving well, 
there are several others in the village, one of 
which, in particular, is so extctnsive and pro- 
ductive, as to constitute the principal support 
of its proprietor and family. Great quantities 
of first-rate cabbages, too, are raised by the 
Germans, which, when taken to the market in 
Georghievsk, or to the village at the hot-water 
springs, bring A high price, being esteemed 
the best in the whole country; The remark 
is equally applicable to the potatoes raised in 
the colony, which are of a superior quality to 
any that I have met with in Rtnsia* The 
quantity of arable land lately measured off for 
it by order of Grovemment, is 2d00 dessatines, 
which, allowing three acres to a dessatine, is 
upwards of 7000 acres, exclusive of nearly 
1000 dessatines^ overgrown with reeds, brush- 
wood, &c. which in Scotland would soon be^ 
ahnosi all of it, compelled to yield to the 
plough. The Whole of the lands are very pro- 
ductive in natural grass, which grows up to a 
great height, with a Tuxuriance unknown in 
Britun. In the winter, or more generally in 
spring, they set fire to the long grass that has' 
not been cut down in hay time. I have al- 
ready seen* one or two spectacles of the kind, 



at a distance^ wluch» durii^ nigbV reminded 
me of the reflecdoo on die atmoqihece of the 
furnaces at Cljde or Carron kon works. In 
spring, I am told, the whole horiaon is some- 
times in a blaze from the burning of the 
withered grass. This operation makes the 
next crop more tender, and the climate more 
healthy, than if the grass and weeds were al- 
lowed to lie and >ot on the surface of the 
earth. With the exception of gardens at- 
tached to the houses in the Tillage, there is 
not an inclosure in the whole colony; and if 
the exception be extended to sheep-cotes, fcc. 
the remark applies to the whole tract of coun- 
try between Caucasus and the Volga. 

The tecpperatuve of the atmosphere is, in 
general, much more equable than at Astra- 
ehan* The thermometer does not rise so high 
in summer, nor does it »Qk so low in winter ; 
and, which at first sight may seem strange, the 
temperature is stiU more equable in the valleys 
of the snow mountains. I^ast winter, when 
the thermometer sunk to 17* of Raumur in 
the colony, the rivulets among the mountains 
were not frosMi, and the valleys were green 
all the winter over^ The summer heats, too, 
w^ kss oppressive. In short, from all oc^ 
cdnnts^ the dimate in these valleys differs not 
materially from that of the valleys among' the 
hills in our native couhtiy. The most strik- 
iog obttrfliateristic of a Karass winter, as it set 
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in about the begitming of Dioenbery wai a 
strong hoar frost, whkh lodged on the branches 
of the trees, in the fom of mkiute kadea, in 
such quantities as to weigh them to ihe 
ground, or break them during the prooesi. 
Its appearance is pieturescpie and lomaotie in 
a bi^ d^ree, but its eflfects, parlioularl j in 
the orchards, destructive. Nor are large trees 
proof against its oreriAelmii^ power* I have 
seen the massy branches of some of them break 
down with a crash, in a dead Galm» merely by 
the weight of the rime or hoar frost Whmi 
the rime is strong, the whde country is over* 
hung sometimes for many suocesdve days by a 
thick fog. But no sooner does the fiig begin 
to be dispersed by the beams ef the sun, than 
the minute icicles gradually lose their' hold, 
and drop to the ground, when the unbroken 
branches resume their former portion* 

The village of Earass, the seat of the colo- 
ny, is situated about forty versta west of the 
Gcmftuence of the Ctmia and Podcumay and 
thirty^five versts from Georghievak, the go* 
vemment town and capital of the prwinoe. 
From the formor of these rivers below Nai« 
man village, it is distant ten or twdve versts^ 
and from the latter, oppottte Berelik, about 
nine. Its distance from the bottom of Beeh- 
tow is estimated at diree versts, and, foUowing 
the circuitous path which it is convenient to 
take in ascending the mouotaim it i^4)e 
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neariy as many more to its summit The 
priiicipal street in the village is nearly a varst 
in lengthy from east to west^ mid is crossed at 
right angles, by another street, near the mid- 
die of. it. The high street is watered from 
end to end by a rivulet, wUeh, though useful* 
cannot, in its present form, be considered as 
ornamental. At a small expenoe, however, a 
double row of trees might be planted on ei» 
ther side of it; and as the street is spacious*, 
room would still be lefk for a road betwoMi the 
trees and the bouses ; in which case^ the ap- 
pearance of. the whole wouU, on a cursory 
view, bear a resemblance to the shady walks 
with which some of the streets io St Peters- 
burg wre adorned. The dwelhng houses and 
other buildings are of wood, a few old ones 
excepted, which are of wattles. Of these the 
misnon^house is in all respects the best; 
though in a respectable country town or vilbige 
in our native country, it would of course figure 
in a subordinate tank. 

In all dvil causes, the cokmy is governed 
by its own laws ; but in criminal cases it is sub- 
ject to the general laws of the empire^ or, to 
speak more properly, to Russian courts of just- 
ice. The chief court in the colony is the mis-' 
nonary committee, in subcxrdination to which 
is the mUer gerighty or under court, which is 
composed of three of the Germans. Hitherto 
the Germans have had no native pastor ; but 



60 

one of their own number, a teadier, reads a 
discourse to them on Sabbath, and the ordin-* 
anoe of baptism is. dispensed, to their diildrea 
by |dr Paterson. 

Judging from the progress made by the 
Germans since llieir arrival bercy Karass is a 
&vouraUe situatbn for fanners and others who 
Kve by cultivating the ground ; for such of 
them as have from that time been all along ve- 
fidesat in the village, are very moch improved 
is their circuimtanoes, while those who left ic 
some years ago, in the hope of being better 
elsewhere, have lately returned, all or most of 
them very much reduced. Were it tlw prim-* 
ary object of the Sodety to raise a flourishing 
oolony, it m^ht, with a few Scotch farmers,^ 
See. a few thousands to begin im{ax>vements» 
and suitable regulations for the management 
of its internal eoonomy, be brought in a short 
time to a pitdi of respectability which would 
be highly honourable to our country, and 
serve to pve the crowds of nobility who* in 
ihe summer months, flock to the hot waters, 
some idea of what ini^t be acoomplidied by 
the perseverance aind industry c^ Britons. In 
the course of twenty years, it would in all pro* 
babili^ repay the costs with interest. But. as 
the expence would in the flrst instance be con- 
siderable, and the success, like that*of all spe^ 



* The Germans, with the exception of a few funiUef , are 
oiidered to leave the colony and settle elsewhere. 
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colatioos, pioblfflnaticnly it would pophapfl be 
impvqper iot tat to reoonunadd^ or fiir the 
Dkectoit to attempt ndniq; it to this imtiga^ 
afy point of devation^ indcM a. &v pufalie* 
spirited ndividuale weva geoereuilj to ran; the 
riski and in die mean time albv dw libeniity 
of the Cfaristiaii pnblic at hu^, tanmin the 
channel maiked out for it b3!r the bme and xe^ 
golatioos of die Sociely. 

There b one dung, howevor^ in reeominen^ 
ing which to the attention of titm Dimcton^ I 
fieel mere af fiber^, nSi to UUow out andia^ 
piove upon tfaehmdaUe exertiaie.of the |irei^ 
sent incumbeati, to laiBe the ooionj to andi a 
degree of lespeetalnli^} at mif^t terre to evi« 
denee their giatitade to die Rusiian govern* 
ment for die mluable pririlegeB attached to 
the landS) and for die very paidoubff inteEeet 
His Imperial Majes^ haa taken in pur con* 
cerns; espemlly as by «o doic^ they wieuld 
contribiite essentially to the pteeperity of the 
sHssioa. HidMrlD the attention of the missieii- 
aries has of necessity been divided^ betipeen 
the management of the dril concerns of the 
ookmy and pmviding for thur famffies on the 
one hand, and the popseoutioii of itejtitt mere 
important obgeete limy had in eiev in leaving 
their native country on the other. Now^ Stem. 
their intimate acquaintance with the Tartar 
language, their knowledge of the modes of 
thinktngpieitaleni among the natives, andtheir 



long experience, they are mudi better qualified 
tar taking the lead in missionary work, than 
young men of equal abilities, with a first rate 
classical education,' could be.for several years 
to come ; and it strikes rae^' << it is not leeaon 
that they shoidd leaTe the word of God and 
serve tables.^ The detaik of tlus civil conosrns 
of the colony should, with all conveiuent speed, 
be transferred to others, apd arrangements 
made for enabling them to direct nearly their 
whote attention to the ^ wisdom: of winning 
souls C* without bang celled iqioh to , interfere 
with civil concerns, farther than to see, at sta- 
ted times,' *< that all things were done decently 
and in order ^ by the subordinate 'oflBce-bearers 
of the colony. It is true, a {dan of this kind 
could not be carried into effect in a day ; but 
arrangements might be adopted, which, by the 
bles«ng of God, might lead to the attunment 
of the objeet proposed by it,, in a few years ; 
whereas if nothing be done, matters must of 
course continue to move on in much the same 
involved style as formerly. ^ 

Should the fcdlowing hints be of any use, 
considered as a kind of general sketch, to be 
modified according to ciroomstances, they are 
at your service. 

The colcmy should henceforth be . made ^o 
do something for its own support ; and for this 
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pmpoie tales should be inposed aocoidiiigly 
«0L the occupiers of houses and lands. For the 
admiiristration of justice, there should be two 
courts,* the one sufnreme and the other subiMr- 
dinate. In each of these there should be a 
Justice^ a derk, and an officer—to be chosen 
aanuaUy. The subordinate court should meet 
once a-week, the su|irenie court once a4Boatb. 
Both of them should have power to hdid ad* 
joumed meetings when necessary, it being un« 
derstood, however, that .new causes should not 
be received except on the rq^ular days. 

The. office-bearers in both courts should have 
small salaries, sufficient, ask a moderate calcu* 
laticHi, to indemnify them for their professional 
skiU, and the loss of time oocauoned by the 
discharge of the duties of thmr office. Should 
a person feel aggrieved with the sentence pio» 
nounced by the subordinate court, he riiouU, 
under certain restrictions, have power to ap^ 
peal to the superior court 
' The object to be gained by a subordinate 
court in such a small settlement, is to relieve 
the missionaries from the details of lawsuits, 
by providing that all causes (those excepted 
which concern the misnonary fiunilies) should 



fttrtiailar k mer^f «& sttempl tt iaproriog upon 
the princfp^** already adopted and acted apon by the Conu 

mittee. 
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be taken vtp by m oouii ooapoied of the infaat- 
Utantfl^ whow interaat it iNiiikl be to settle 
tfaeir own affiun. Tbe olgcct to be gaiiwd.by 
bavuig a eopcrior oeurl) w to nirice the subor^ 
dinate one roan dremaapeot and vigplant, fimn 
dielmowledge Aat tbor sentenoe ia liable to 
a reriew, and to pionde that nothing be done 
to panwt tbe cokMrid duorter, or inoppeakion 
to the acknowledged prindplea of justice. 

To prevent the suboidifiate ooort fiom ba&g 
trouUed with imolons lawsmts, and the an* 
preme ooort ftom being pestered with itKkt^ 
▼ant appeals, it m^bt be proper dther to en- 
force the use of stamped paper, or the pajnaaent 
of a small sum as derii^s dues. 

Provision should also be made by tlie colony 
for the support of gospel ordinances and die 
education of the children. For this purpose 
thwe should be a cokmial pastor, on whom, in 
particular, it should devdive to administer or* ^ 
dinances within the colony ; though, till such 
time as the colony become sufficiently large to 
require hb whole attention, he nught oocaaion» 
ally vint the villages bordering on our lands* 
Two teachers would be necessary, the one tax 
English and Tartar, tbe other for Gkrman and 
Russ. Each of the teachers should have a 
small salary from the colony, which, with the 
wages reoaved by tbe latter from the Ciermans, 
and the emoluments received by tbe former for 
assisting the missionaries, might prove a com- 
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wkry 9t the ealonkl pastor* 

In additbii to the abcre cfieeJMiierSy it 
ivoidd be n c ce saeiy to Imftt a trMfover and a 
liuidUiiieaaufen 

Suppottiig a nodifiBaden of this plan tt^be 
adopted, two diftliBel eash«aoooiints shovld bo 
kept, the oae for the edon j, the other ibr the 



ate Ibr the aalanas to be i^^en to the ^vil of- 
fice-bearers of the ttlonjy lamnot prepuredto 
speak partieulariy. With napect to those of the 
misaianarifls^ h o w sfur^ whether eolonial or iti* 
nerant, I ha^e no hesitatian m saying, thai if 
they are to give Iheir whole attendon to nu^ 
flioDary work, their salaries should, with aoBi» 
triffing modtfoatioDy be the saase with those 
of their brethren in the odier setdements ; the 
ameuntof which is of conzae known to die Di* 
rectors ; for though diey might support diei»- 
aehres in part» mm they baTe hitherto done, by 
Uie produce of the land, the attention nsesssa 
ry to secular affidrs, in k»king after senrants, 
he kc Will eneniach upeo the time which 
migjut otherwise be devoted to the nissioa, in 
perhaps a greater rado dnra die saTing of ex- 
pence ooeaaonsd by their deing sa One mis* 
denary, with a sahury sufident to keqi his 
fiunify independently of the laadt tnight do tm 
much nustionary work as it ia practioabie for 
two or. three to do on die peeseat p}an.«— Ctoth- 
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ing is dearer here than at Astrachan ; a cir- 
^umsJUmoe, I presume, which wHl nearly ba- 
lance the saving in the comparatiye price of 
irictuals in the market here or in the town of 
Georghievsk. The whole difference indeed 
seeiAs to resolve itself into that whidi may be 
supposed to obtain between the dress and 
s^le of living among persons of the same rank 
in the town and country respectively, or to use 
projissumd language^ llie difference between a 
town and country clerg]muui« 

Supposing an attempt were made to enable 
the missionaries here to give their whole i^an* 
tbn to missionary work', there is still another 
office which it strikea me that it would be ne- 
cessary to institute, viz. that of ndsriwuiTjf 
sUufardj whose business it should be to raise 
upon- the land, in the capacity of a superin- 
tending farmer or gardaier, or to procure in 
the market a supply (^ necessaries, whidr 
might serve as a kind of magazine from which 
the missionaries could each of them be suppli- 
ed with what was requbite for his family, with- 
out being under the necessity of riding seventy 
versts every few weeks to and from Georg- 
hievsk. Could a person be found possessed of 
a small capital, and willing to run the risk, he 
might have land, &c* assigned him on easy 
terms, on '^sondition he made it his buaness to 
have a supply of the usual necessaries of life 
on hand, for the use of the mismonary families, 



particularly when the brethren were itsnerat- 
lug; and in this case no additional demands 
would be made on the Sodetj^s funds on his 
account; while it would tend very much to 
diaentaiigle the missionaries fiom ue affiars of 
this world. 

Is there no friend of the Lord Jesoa in 
Scotland* prepared to offer his sendees in this 
work? If there be^ he might render an im* 
portent serrioe to the misaon, and I am per* 
suaded without being a loaer in his temporal 
concerns. 
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FTedfieMlay, 20tA OdtAer. Was viated bjr 
Shorah, a Cabardian Wyden, of whom I un- 
derstand mention has been made oftenet* than 
once, b}r my brethren, in their commonica' 
tions to the Directors. He had just returned 
from the Carachai country, utuiated at the 
bottom of Alburrows, whose lofty sumolit had 
opened on my view in my progress up the vale 
of the Cuma ; and as I naturally felt my curi* 
osity awakened by the presence of one who had 
so lately touched the approach to its eternal 
snows, I made some general enquiries respect- 
ing it, before proceeding to converse yn\h him 
on his views of the Christian system. 

He told us, that the top of the mountain was 
considered as absolutely inaccei^sible. Around 
the bottom of the snow line, there is constant- 
ly a strong wind, before which the snow is 
drifted about in such a manner, as of itself to 
present almost an insuperable difBculty in the 
way of adventurers who might be daring 
enough to make the attempt. Above the snow 
line, the surface is rendered extremely rugged 
and dangerous, sometimes by tremendous fis> 
sures in the frozen snow, at other times by 
huge masses of it which, tumbling down from 
the superior regions, in large icy fragments, 
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present a barrier too fonnklable to be surmount- 
ed. The rocks in that quarter, he told u^ 
were quite of a differtet appearance from 
the rocks in this «ountry, being fistinguisb- 
ed by a meCallfc lustre, irliich serves to confirm 
die natives in their opmion that they are blend- 
ed with the precious metals, ibr which reason 
they are extremely jealous if they observe stran- 
gers picking up any- fragments of them, lest 
they be tempted to make inroads upon the 
country for the sake of its hidden treasures. 
He had succeeded in securing a few small fragL 
ments, #hich he promilwd to shew me after, 
wards, but durst not attempt bringmg large 
spedmens, lest he should be detected. 
' The dBstance from this to Alburrows, he 
told us, was about three days* journey. It 
might her approached in safety, he thought, 
even by Europeans, by adopting proper pre^ 
cautions^— travelling in the dress of the natives, 
for example, and placing themselves under the 
protection of some powerful chief, whose name 
would be respected. The natives, named the 
€3aradiais, are Mohammedans : thar language 
is a dialect of the Tartar, interspersed with a 
number of words not in use upon the lines, 
though the number of sudi words is not so 
great as to occasion any great difficulty in con 
verrittg with them. They knew of Uie exist- 
ence of the missionary establishment here, but 
whetf he left that country, the chief thing of 
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a religious nature thatootnnAii4^hw BtmaAo^h 
a» weli as diat of the Csbanliaiis. ai^d Mohaa^ 
diedaos oo the liaes, was a kwd of wmlar 
letter &om Mecca, warwag all good mussul* 
loans that the day of ju^gnenft vas at bani, 
and solemnly ediorting tbesft to seprataooa. 
He had a copy of the orcidar along with biio^ 
ifritten in Turkiah, which he read and ea« 
plained to Mr Galloway, who^ as interpreter^ 
told me the substance c^ it in EngUsb* It eon* 
tains a pretty faithful ppture of the sms pvev** 
lent amozig the Mohammedans of the pr^w^ 
day, with a solemn admoniticm U^ x^pentance ; 
butt ^ ^ whole, b one of lb? most glaring 
impositions ever practised on the credulity el* 
the ignorant, and absolutely below oontempty 
were it not that the itottrest which the ring* 
leaders of Istamism take in promoting its cir* 
culation^ serves to shew the idea which th^ 
have formed of the blindness of th^ oomason. 
people, while tlie credit it met with, and the 
alarm it is said to have e3udted,go far to prove 
that tb^r ideas on this point are not £sr from 
being correct. ^ Among othfr methods pre^ 
scribed for escaping the wrath . to come, the 
foUowiqg is worthy of notice irfBying fifty 
copeiks to a writer for transcribing a copy oC 
the circular for the use cf the faithiuL Of thia 
part of it %ora himself seemed to beashamiiid. 
-^Haying disposed of prelimimu^ Uxficj^i/ix, 
Galloway asked him whether he,bad beeii f^afid^ 
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ing the New Testunent be bad reeeited from 
tbe imssioiiaries, and bow be liked it? In 
reply, be bad no faults to find witb tbe moraU 
ity of the gospels ; but be could not believe 
that Jesus was the Son of God* It was impos* 
rible in the ni^ore of things that it could be 
80. How could God have a son ! The idea 
he could not oomprehend ; the doctrine he 
could not recnve. After directing his attention 
to what the Scriptures teach respecting the con- 
stitution of our Saviour^s person^ as being "Im- 
manueljGod with us^^ we told him, that though 
we firmly belieired tihe union of tbe divine and 
human nature iti tbepeMm of Christ, on theau« 
thority ofQod'^B own word, we did not profess to 
oompr^tod die nature^ of the union> nor pre- 
tend td* explain it; adding at tbe same time, 
that the incomprehensibility of the doctrine 
furnished no mote reason for refusing to em- 
htiBUse it, when plainly revealed, than our ina- 
faflity to comprehend the nature of the union 
of soul and body, did for denying the obvious 
fact, that the body which we know to be a 
material substance is animated by a spiritual 
substance named the soul. He answered. This 
does not apply to the case in band. Man, from 
his nature, is a changeable being, but God 
undbang«ible ; and if Christ had been God by 
nature, be never could have become man> be- 
cause this implies mutability ; acccnrdii^to this 
doctrme, bis nature must have undergone a 



78 

duiagK when he became vsmn. To olMriale thir 
objectkm, we told Um, that though bis •$« 
suBiptioii of httman natitte< did ii9{il)r the eonK 
lOanoefneDt of a new retalioiit wfaidi bad oo 
existence before, it did not implgr* nor was it 
necessary it should imply, asy change in hia 
Pivine nature. In illustration of thi8» we re- 
markedi there was a time when there was no 
world. This he admi«tted« as alao tk^i God 
made the world and aU wfaieh it contaios» iritb^ 
out sustaining any change in. his nature. Hen^ 
then, we uAd him, is the case of die cobn 
menoement of a relation wUcb had no exi^ 
^nce till the world was made ; y^ the Divine 
nature continued, and does continue^ the same 
No change of nature is imfdied : and nedier ia 
a change of nature implied in Chri^t^s tahing4^ 
human body aod soul into union willi his Si« 
vine person* Such seasoouigs, be rejoiyaad» 
may satisfy Christians^ who have been aeeus^ 
tomed to hear tbem from infam^^ imd la 
whom a belief in this doctrine is a kind bf se*- 
cpnd nature ; but foould never satiify Mehamp 
medans, who believe that (rod u oae» and tbi^ 
he is eternally and unchangeably the aame* 
We told him that there was one way in whifik 
even he might satisfy himself of the tmih of 
tbe doctrine of the ffible respecting the charae^^ 
ter of the Messiah, and that Christ himsdf iiad 
pcMUted it out; ^ If any man will do hb will» 
tbe same aball know of the doctrme, whether 



Stortnidon -of ihb iaterettfaig audi bigbly en* 

ooimgiBg promne ^r Bttob it arast be to tiie 

bumble iaqiufer), we feoomnended walkii^ m 

the way wU^ Mesnak had poured out, b j 

readu^ in the aoriptUKB of tniCh, the lead* 

mmixj which God hath gi^en omioening fah 

Sofii by ordemg his coBV ctaa ti o tt aooordiBgly» 

asd pnqHQg the Father of meraea 1o ginde him 

into the knowfej^ of the troth for the Mke of 

Him who 10 die only Me£alor befween God 

and man. When about to oA»r aome additioaat 

remarks of a hortatory nature, a otrcaOKtance 

ooeurred which interropted the convefvation, 

and the prosecutiott of the discuaakm was of 

course put off till a' more eo n t e nient season. 

May the Lovd grant tfmt this man, who I am 

informed has heard much of the Christian vf^ 

tem, and knows more of it than perhaps any of 

hid coftntfymen, may be preserred from sacri* 

ficing truth set 4he shrine of woridly interest^ 

and be taught to search for ** the wisdom tliat 

eometh down from siiove,^^ for hid traasures, 

knomng that << the merchandiso theceof is 

better than die merchandise of sillier, and the 

gain thereof than Aat of Asiegold.^ 

22d, Visited the hot water springs, accompa- 
nied by my breflnren Messrs Paterson and GaU 
knray, under the protection of a Coaak. They 
are about seven versts from the cotooyt and 
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ilftue from.«n elevated rkfge attaefaed to the 
mounUiH on the south, baying the Podcuma on 
the right, and a nanow vale on the left, as it 
if lypiroacfaed from its Boutb-westem extremity* 
From this point we ascended a flight of stain, 
sheltered from the weather by a canopy, and 
ornamented cm both hands with railing. At 
the top of the ascont is an elegant public build- 
ing, neiM^ly finished, intended for. a new bath- 
house ; the apartments of wUeh we were pet* 
mitted to visit by the soitinel on guard, and 
were much pleased with their ^p^aranoe-^-^e 
bathing rooms, sweating rooms, with all the do. 
pendences, bring lud off in a stjle that left the 
mind impressed jrith a high ideaof the pro- 
fessional skill of the architect by whom it was 
contrived, and with no mean idea of the me- 
chanips by whom it has been executed , The 
building itself is of wood ; the baths are cut 
out of the solid rock. A few yards farther up 
the ridge, stands the old bath-houae, which, 
though inferior to its new neighbour, is neat 
and commodious. The hotwaters are brought 
from two or three contiguous sjvings, and in- 
troduced into the baths by a pipe ^ an inch 
and a half or two inches in diameter. Their 
temperature, as asoertmned by a thermometer 
Mr Paterson had brought along with him, is 
33^ of Reaumur. Proceeded along the ridge, 
the ascent of which from the. bath-house 
to its north-western extremity is somewhat 



7& 

less, it struck me, than that of the ridge on 
which the old town of Edinburgh is built ; a 
ridge to which, when in its natural state, it 
would certainly, on a cursory view, bear a 
pretty strong resemUiUice, were there any 
thing connected with it corresponding to the 
castle rock. The phenomena observable, as 
we advanced, however, were quite its own ; and 
GOon came to be more dosely allied in imagina- 
tion, with the descriptions given by my friend 
Dr Henderson of the scenes he had witnessed 
in Iceland, than with any thing that had come 
under my own personal obs^vation. The hot- 
waters naturally suggested the idea of a sub- 
terraneous fire, or of a chemical .process on. a 
large scale, to which they are indebted for 
their mineral qualities and their temperature; 
and a chasm in the ridge nearly right along 
its summit, serving as a conductor to part of 
them in their progress to the bath, no less 
naturally suggested the probability of its hav- 
ing once been shaken to its foundations by an 
earthquake. This idea is corroborated by the 
well known fact, that after a slight earthquake 
which happened a few years ago (1818), the 
principal springs ceased for a time to emit 
their waters, though they afterwards reappear- 
ed to the no small joy of /those who had been 
accustomed to repair to them for their medid- 
nal virtues. In our progress, the chasm was, 

in some places, open to a considerable dbpth, 

a 
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in others it was cowered .' witb ' rdd^Ss-isadev 
which it formed a subtenpaneoos ctvem. Sqm^ 
times it was only i^few ioelies wi4ff. at. other 
timea as maoy feet Of y ards» 

On descending into one of. the caverns. i» 
quest of the waters wbicbi it struck u% nugbt 
be found among tb«rl<wse; stocita "at thfe* bot^cnb. 
weobserved a beautiful birily in wbixA, juft^ng ^ 
from its fresh appeiMrance* the. spark ^Ji£| ba4 
just becQiae extioet Af r. Q^l^wayi wha st^ 
into a hollow on the l^t a:littfe< bfliiqd. m^ 
suddenly iexdmmedr surely there; is .ba4.iairin 
this care, I feel it cutting ii|y bisalji apd af- 
fecting: my head. Qe instantly c$mf^ out of 
thehollowt and on turning rpund^ I stQff^, 
down to feel the air, apd, in a moment, was 
senmUe.of an affeqtion similar to wlu^t be.ror 
marked, and which ceased whei^. we stopd^ Ufi^ 
right oip the edge of it. The , rock i^pe^i^ 
to be a^kind of li|X)estpnej; and susp^i^g th%t 
a quantity of carbonic aqid gna n^^ht hev^ 
escaped froift it, I^ delisted firopa es^plori^ it 
farther, :lest».wh«B^ gratifying; my curioaitys I. 
should shar^e the. fate of the poor bi^ whiphy. 
it inst^aiiy. struck n^;. had most i^bahLy. 
dropt tq the bottoQi in attempting to esiQapf» 
out of the cave wh^^ it felt itself affected by ] 
the gas. I mentiofied. my su^focions , to my , 
friends ; aodjasth^reMy^ little to he ff^mAky-. 
penetrating into its> recesses, we walked aton^. 
the right sid^ of. th^ chasm». till we reached 
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ttvm eoilttg^LUniirlbantaiiii, idl of them boiling 
like ^8D flttny odSran^^attiialed a few yards 
Isemtiie dMsmin an. oUoi^ square of not 
oaore thm twMtj yanb by «x, and dirtingimh* 
mfall, each : of tlnan^ bam ks feUchrs, by the 
ookmr nd tetoj^emiitate irf* its waters. The 
.first we viattoe to, was dear as ehrystal, at a 
temperatiareidf tbirty^oiie of -Bsaumur. The 
Umifamtate of 'die second one, which was se* 
^nsated friom AefirsI by!a partition rock of a* 
bmita fiwt and a iialf in thicknesst was only 
mncrteeB^ and its waters of a aailky colour ; the 
shade of w^icfb. was faei^tened by a tincture 
ofbhi& In diethirdfimntaffi, separated from 
dae. middle one by a thin rock, the thennome^ 
ter soak CO about ten. Its cdour resembled 
^at of its nearest n^bbovor, but not so close- 
ly- as to occasion any difficulty in recc^nissing 
a :diaraeferistic difference. When the hand 
WEBS .dipt in the ^eaid fountain, the waters of 
diatttext to it felt w«rm, »but when the order 
fsais inierted^ and the hmd plunged first into 
tlMs dirystal fbootaiB^ &e n^dle <me seemed 
4Soldish. :After> repeating our observations on 
diese itttaibstiag foimtuns, with which all of 
bs were struck, (as my fnends had not till 
then^eaomiioed diem particttkrly) we proceed- 
ed a little farther ap the ridge, and observed 
-tieiVdralotfaerisprings of different temperatures, 
all of them, near the chasm, and watering the 
i»de of the mountain in their progress to the 
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Podcuma. I was told that about half a Torst 
farther up, there is a pit, on descending which, 
the hot-water springs may be recognised on 
their way from some great subterraneous re- 
servoir to the bath-house ; but as our brother 
Mr Paterson, though much better than when 
I reached the colony, was not sufficiently re« 
covered to render it adviseable for him to go 
so far, we crossed the ridge, and returned by 
the narrow vale to our kibitki, which was left 
at the bottom of the stairs. In passing, we 
observed some specimens of limestone idiich 
had been brought from the adjacent moun- 
tain ; the strata of which, as to be seen in the 
quarry, it was not convenient for me to exa- 
mine. Before ascending the stairs, we had an- 
other opportunity of observing the hot waters 
in their descent to the valley, over the rocky 
declivity of the ridge; Uieir course being 
marked by the vapours arising from them, and 
by the fresh green colour imparted to the 
grass with which it was lined. Here the che- 
mical mineralogist might amuse himself by ob- 
serving the thin strata of chalk tuff in a 
course of formation from the lime held in sOi- 
lution by the hot waters, and the carbonic add 
gas of the atmosphere, with which it comes in- 
to contact in its process down the ridge. And, 
indeed, the whole of its south-western extre- 
mity seems to consist of tuff formed in this 
manner, in the course of successive genera- 
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tiooi. It is nuoAym wUle as dialk» and is 
efhm o«ed «8« wbHe wash, a well fiir the cot- 
tages <if die peatahta, .aa for baildiiigB erf high- 
l^'iprefetmioiis. Haring finnhed oor ezcumcm 
afeng the ndge^ Mr PaterBcm and I partook of 
die hot ijatfc, and after ledining in the sweat- 
ii^ liduie, wrapt op, as the custom is, in a 
dittbe, tin we had beooaie snfficiaitly cool to 
venture into the open ur, we prepared for re* 
ClBoiag our steps. The villa|^ in the conti- 
guous vaHey was right before us as we took 
oar seats in the kibitki ; but the nobilitj and 
gently who ttftqaent the waters during sum* 
tner, hairing withdrawn, it was, like Goldsmith's 
^^1^, in a BMBner deserted, though the habi- 
tations tif its late tenants, bei^ most of them 
now, remain endre, and are ready for a fresh 
supply of visitants on die return of the season, 
iteiiehed the oolony in safety, highly gratified 
with 0Ur trip to the WttterS and the scenery 
whidi presented itself to our view during the 
excursHNi. 

Oct. 24. Delivereii a discourse in English, 
the substance of which was afterwards repeat, 
ed fay Mr tTsHoWay in Tartar, for the benefit 
of sttdi of the heavers as understood the Eng* 
lish limgaage hot inqpciftcdy. In dits part d" 
thesertioe, I went omt the discoorse, pansn^ 
at the iend of eieh senleaoe^ dH Mr Gtel- 

lowqr had .{^ven the interpreiatieti^ and It 

o8 



60 

struck me, in going aa^ that in addreflMDg rude 
and illiterate hearers, speaking by an interpre- 
ter, possesses advantages, which, in a good mea- 
sure, counterbalance the inconventencies thai 
might be anticipated from its necessarily in- 
terrupting the teacher, and thus checking the 
free interest which might otherwise be elicited 
as he proceeded^—and from its presenting .the 
truth to the hearers in detached parcels. For 
example, the hearers have a little time to think 
of what the interpreter has told them, while a 
new sentence is giving out by the preacher ; 
and as one is under the necesaty of using great 
plainness of speech, and of avoiding long 
rounded periods, tlie style of course approach- 
es nearer to that of common conversation, than 
it would otherwise do, and is better under* 
stood. I could also perceive, at times,* an 
eagerness in the looks of my little audience, 
when giving out a new sentence, the meaning 
of which seemed to be —what more has the 
preacher got to say ? let us hear it : for which 
purpose, the moment I paused, their eyes were 
turned to Mr Galloway for the interpreta- 
tion; ,^ 

In the afternoon, Mr Paterson delivered a 
discourse in Tartar, and, during the evening, 
some portions of scripture were read, in that 
language, by the ransomed boys, on which I 
made it my business to offer suitable remarks. 
O that the Spirit of the Lord may give effect 
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t» bis own word) and render it the taTour of 
Hfe unto life, unto all who haire this day heaid 
the joyful sound. 



OcL 25. Mr Galloway having signified his 
willingness to accompany me to Naiman viU 
lage, and aet as my inteipreter in speaking to 
the Mohammedans respecting the goqpel saL- 
▼atbn, I cordially accepted the offer; being 
encouraged by what I had seen yesterday, to 
commence itinerating among the natives im- 
mediately. Beached the village (five versts 
from the colony) in about an hour, riding at 
an easy pace, and conversing with Mr Gallo- 
way and two of the ransomed, on such topics 
as naturally occurred. Called on the Mirza, 
or chief of the village, and on bring introduced 
to him in his oonack house, as an effendi from 
Astrachan, was instantly invited to take a seat 
along mth his highness, on a kind of cushicn 
or bed, which was separated from the floor by 
a mat, the whole serving instead of an Euro- 
pean sofa. Conversed with him, in the first 
instance, on general subjects, with a view to 
prepare the way for calling his attention to the 
one thing netful. In the course of a few 
minutes, however, dinner was served up, of 
which we were invited to partake. It consist- 
ed of eight or ten small joints of meat, lining 
the margin of a circuljur wooden, tray, in broad 
Scotch, a stool, of from two to three feet in 



'iBa iKW '6i o h joist modmftaA&A "by « ttipee- 
table, slice fcf iniUet-^piiddiiig^ still waxm, aad 
in thickness and oonsistency nA unlilbe a pieee 
of a good new baked barley ioiiiiocfc. Agcee- 
Mjio eastdra OMtnaers, bis senraot was ia 
•waiting to poor 'waierin tfae^bnods of the 
guests, as :tbe Mokaontodans, Mbe tbe Soribes 
and iPterisees of old, 4leein it wrftal to «at with 
xvowashen bands. Hswfag p e rt sM ae d the «ie- 
ttony, the Mii^a seised a jdift, and minested 
-me to help mfBcH^ which I <fid ; and as there 
was only one knife at table, winch, •of oonn^ 
fell to the <^biefttiiti hhnself, I bad reeonrse to 
a good «toiit gardeneifs Iniife^ w^iiA I faa^ien- 
ed to have in my |Mcket, and dined at Ibe ta- 
ble of a muasulman, forthefltiit time, with a 
good appetite, for whioh I was inddked in 
part to my moriiili^s ^e. 

During dinner, a number (^ the TiDageni 
called on the Mirisa, and, ameng ^ilbeKs, an 
Eflbndi named YachiiA,'with whotti we «k>n- 
^ei^sed a little on ibe doctrines of Chii^tiinity, 
and found his ^ews to be the same wldi ttoee 
idf Shora^^-bttt having been interrupted in «ur 
discussion, by tbe bustle -Of the coaack^boose, 
"we failed in our attempt to -ebrnfOMbd attentii^n 
to tbe gospel messi^; and judging it move 
eligible to visit some 6f the 6ther Vilb^rs 
when there might be fewer interruptictos, we 
look our- leave of the Mirza, and repaired to 
the- bouse of Soen Hagi, whom ire w<ere sorry 
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to find so unwell, as to be unable^ as he told us, 
to pay that attention to us and our message, 
which he could have wished. We endeavour 
ed to turn his attention to the primary cause 
of all our diseases and troubles— the sins with 
which we are chargeable in the sight of God. 
He admitted the truth of what we said about 
the evil of sb« and acknowledged the necessity 
of repentance. On these points, however, his 
views Were dark, and, as was naturally to be 
expected, erroneous. He had no idea of the 
necessity of an atonement, and imagined, that 
repentance was, of itself, su£Scient to secure for 
us the pardon of sin. After hearing of the 
way in which he expected to escape the wrath 
to come, we pointed out to him " the way of 
salvation'' revealed in the gospel, and explain* 
ed the doctrine of the atonement made for sin 
by the death of Christ, and the nature of e- 
vangeiical repentance, with the placie it holds 
in the christian system. He started few ob- 
jections, but seemed to take little interest in 
any thing we said, apologising for his listless- 
ness by again adverting to his indisposition. 
Mr Galloway tells me this man seemed once 
to be much affected with the truths of the gos- 
pel, but instead of crying out with the jailor, 
*< what must I do to be saved 7^ he told him 
not to speak any more to him in the name of 
Jesus. Thus it is that men will not conie to 
Him that they might have life. 



Called on a QwrpiUk who lived inrd by; 
and after oottTeniog with hlla for a few 
Bwutesi were vidted by a Tartar, who told 
«ia be wished to hear lu retpoetiag the way of 
iilvataoDy and prMested, ^A&t his not vidting 
the colony to receive instroctidki from the flii»- 
ttonaries, was owing to the difficulty^ 6f getting 
pate the aentmel^ at ijie gates of the village.* 
We endeavoured to obmte this ofagiaedon, by 
telKnghim to say he hdl busmess to do wiUi 
us» on doing which we hoped the stddiers 
would let him pass ; and took ocoanoB^ in the 



* Tbeene of the sentinilB Is vs fbltoirt: One >f tifcm 
tttfids «t each gate of the riSi^, Mid when tmYdtes -wiili 
/or admittoacey hie duty ia to give nodoe to a brother<i8eatinel 
at the guaid-hoaaey who must tell the captam, with whom it 
tnta to admit or refuse admittance, aeoor^Kiig to dtcOmstiD* 
«Bi* But though the captam on duty i»ieady to'^i&c tile 

0Mei«tt7fiwi]itibt,th0ieBtinehMOoftCB«od9ato^ ^teff 
moTementSraa to ezhanrt the patience of -the Tartan. The 
oonsequence is, that unless there be some powerful secular 
motive to induce them, they ch6ose rather to' pass t!ie village, 
eontiBiie in waitkg at die gates till t&e necMty fonna* 
be gone tliiougk^ and senb^ ever'thiiik of vvdtog the 
mi ts ion aiies purely for Ae sake of hearii^ the^goepel. The 
polioe above described, or some modification of it, is oonsidex- 
ed as necessary for protecdng the property of Che inhabitants 
ftom thieves and other banditti ; ^e effects of whbse iAepreda- 
itidat Ihey hanre often felt ; and as there ie neidnrm Wall nor » 
4itdi around it, but merely a watdsd tecfe, the Husiitti 
guard will not be accountable, as they now are» for property 
stolen from the village, unless they have the power of refusing 
admittance to suspicions characters. 



iiMi»tiaie,to.UHlriMft(UQH. Mine were evb^ 
ift^epofi^pleftjof tbft.'dacliane ja( Christy He^ 
litloMd with fl«mcijdfgrat>:^ iateMs^* sad 

fai^tbit i«0iWriL^l>iitF.ftiU4^ttMijieeHBd t»>be 
»waiif.>€iC' tlwib: CMteithjnL. for . m wink; nMdtJ 
the pubUoiikifiaKilflifli*''-'' XMndL>fat> Wffftiftil >!•> 

xmi-jto-i tahftf lip. A^/^cfOift :aiid; folknt'^Ihmt 
Ma«j »a»lh0'h«l diqpied:MM»(:he^tflU Ifr 
Gidlomy thtkih^^wfiri •t.PhmtiMi al; hav^ 
thia¥|gb. hfr. fewftd/t<^jpO(afei»/llMihtigi!.jtl»^ 
M<ihftiTmif4infL' JMd ihonflbjwiUiiir toJiMEa he^ 

the danger. oCfiCOQltoiM^^Vhia^^ the:caaip 

oCtheieiimqr^^^^^^P^^^'^^'i^^ ffar-flaU. 
vaticm.t9.tbe hqpft jMibf&ie Um a&the;goa«- 

pd, 

C;a}fed/0i»:8fatllavfgrJBABdi«..aadi after that 
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the truths which had 001110 under our view* 
He told us he imd nothing to object to die 
morality recommended in the gotfd^ by whidi 
the Tartars and Petaians understand Thebcok 
of the New Teefameni; but took refuge in their 
usual strong hold, the (supposed) absurdity of 
the Sondbip of Chrint * << Ood is a Spirit, and 
how can he have a Son F* We told him, that 
in addressing his creatures^ God was pleased 
to speak of himself in the language of men. 
Hence we hear, in the sacred writings, of the 
hands and the eyes of God, liiough, in their 
literal sensej^ 4he terms are totally inapplicaUe 
to a spirit In a figurative sense, however, 
they are admirably fitted to suggest to us some 
idea of his knowledge and his power. In like 
manner, the term iSim, when af^lied to the 
Messiah, is not to be understood literally, as 
suggesting the idea that he was begotten as 
men are, Init in a spiritual or figurative sense, 
in which it might agnify, that as a son has the 
same nature with his father, and stands in a 
peculiar relation to him, so the Mesnah is a 
partaker of the Divme nature, and stands in a 
peculiar rdation to God the Father. On this 
plan, he re|^ied,'the human nature of Christ 
began to flnst in time, and the term Christ, or 
Messiah, must apply to him only from the 
time he became man. We answered, that, 
strictly speaking, the term was applicable un« 
to him only from the *tifne he assumed our 
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natpne^ and tliat the name ^ven him before 
his.incaiywiioa, waatAe Word; in iHastration 
of which,, we read part of the first chapter of 
John^s GrOBpei, and made some remarks as we 
went on. But resnming his otigection^ he re- 
marked^ that if the Word be God, as stated by 
the evangdisty he must be unclMmgeaible ; and 
how pQuld . tb^ unchaqg^ble Word become 
man ? We answered, that the Divine nature 
of the Word underwent no change, but con- 
tinued the same after the assumption of hu. 
man nature, as before, though, at that time, a 
new relation commenced between his Divine 
person and the man Christ Jesus, which, till 
then, had no existence. Here we introduced 
the similitudes we had employed in our con- 
versation with Shora^<--endeavouring to impress 
on his mind the consideration, that as the Di- 
vine nature continued the same after the crea- 
tion of the universe, as before it, though, at 
the same time^ there was undoubtedly the 
commencement of a new relation ; so the divi- 
nity of the Word of God continued, and does 
continue, unchangeably the same, notinth- 
sti^nding the union which subsists between the 
Divine and human nature in the person of 
Christ I anticipated hb attempting to elude 
the aj^lication of the similitude, ly alleging 
that, in certain points, the cases were not par- 
allel ; but instead of doing this, he stated an. 
other obj.ection, which be, 4ao doubt, supposed 

H 
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would nilitate agafaist the sorifitut^ ddotrin^ 
of the iMiement U ^ WkhkA h^ Q^^ Imw 
could he die ? It was impoiffble for eft um 
chaugeeUe fadog to die. We toM him it wes 
the human imtvni that died-^^^o whith we 
might hare added, though I em net tfiif« wt 
did 8o» lihat as the divine nature wooM tMi« 
tinue the eame, though the udtiFer^, i«4th hft 
inbabitanti, were dei^royed, and even annflii^ 
lated, 10 the nature of the Word of ^rdd un« 
denvent no change when the man Christ Je- 
sus died for sins^ aeoording to the scrifilnreS; 
Eelihquishing the olijeetion, founded on the 
assumed iDoompatibifity of the death of Christy 
with his Divinity^ be took up newgroundi and 
with a degree of assurance diat surprised me, 
denied the matter of feet, that the Messiah 
tasted of death at all, and maintained that tlie 
story of his cruetiixioii was altogether n de^ 
ception. To this, and other opinions eottnect*- 
ed with it generally held by the votaries of 
Islaroism, he iidhered with the g^ealef pi^ti^* 
nadty, I am persuaded. In eonsequetice cf the 
presence of a Mdla from Sultan village, befoie 
whom his policy foHbade him to make any eon» 
cessions, lest he shmild expose himself afiresfa 
to the vengeance off liis Mohamniedan bretfa- 
ren^^ In our endearours to defend the impor« 
tant fiset, that Christ was crucified, we reniind<« 
ed the two ehampions^ that assertion and proof 
were two dlfiei^nt things, and opposed the 



widmm with mki^ €M had foroiaiitd ns of 
die triilb <9C Ihe gov^ bialariet^ to their 
iMHapportd^ avmneota. To expoee the f die- 
bwd ^ lb# MMT^oiH that lh» a{iQatlei^ whom 
Christ ImA ebomi to be w ithi aeea of th^ truth, 
wer« deoeired by the oriMifiikNi of one csuct- 
Ij 99eei«hliiv thw mwier, we adverted to the 
TOfecuhiiua fOWm awfened upm them on 
the diQr <tf Peiiteeo6t<-4hfi gift of tongues, for 
esumptot wbkh was exer«sed» nol in a eorn- 
tff but pidiUelj befiyre ihonsanda nsembled 
to hear them ; wd asked them, if they sup* 
posed it possible for the apostlea to apeak in 
tpi^ties they had nerer heard» without the in* 
spiiralien of God, or if they supposed God 
would set bis seal to a lie, by enabling them to 
qieak strange languages, and work miracles 
lA 9il[^vt of a false doctrine? He replied, 
that the scriptures now in the hands of cbris- 
tiMS, bad been eonropted, and consequently 
not lo be trusted. The goepel, in use among 
US, was a very different book from the true 
gospel gt?en by God to fiEuthful mussulmans ; 
a term which they iqpfdy Urall believers in the 
unity of God, as wdl before as after the com- 
ing of their favourite prophet* We asked 
them, what had become of the true gospel ? 
It had been left with obriatians, and they had 
corrupted it. Tbis, like their averment re- 
specting the snbstitutioii of another in Cbrist^s 
room to be crucified, was an assertion without 
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proof; and we told them in reply^ that if the 
true gospel hod been left with dlri^ans, as 
they themaelveft admitted, there was no room 
to doabt that the true gospel was in our hands 
still. It was well known that long before the 
coming of Mohammed, the Kew Testament 
had been translated into the Latin and Sjnac 
languages, that numerous copies of it in the 
origind Greek were in the hands of christians 
of various persuasions, in many different parts 
of the world, and that these, when brought 
from all quarters, and compared with each o- 
ther, were found to be substantially the same. 
Cepturies before Mohammed, there were Ari« 
ans, who, like the Mohammechns, denied the 
Divinity of Christ ; but they never called in 
question the authority of the New Testament; 
whici) they well knew was the same whisb had 
been put into the hands of the fathers of the 
christian church by the apostles. Had it been 
in the hands of only a few whose opinions 
were the same, an attempt might have been 
made to corrupt it, to serve a purpose, with 
some^ probaUlity of success; but pkced, as it 
was, in. the hands/ of multitudes in remote 
quarters of the wcnrld, in diflerent languages, 
and among sects whose o{Moions were often in 
direct opposition ta each, other, it could not 'be 
altered to serve the interest of one party, widiw 
out the certainty of being detected and expos- 
ed by others, who had no purpose to serve by 
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oomteQinichig tfhe impoBtuie. To the just- 
iMM of the eottchiMon, thej opfMMed nothing 
thai oould be eonndered either a plausiUe ob- 
jeetKNi) er an artful evamen ; bat etill persever* 
ed in maintaining, that |he priinhive ehris- 
tiaiM weie under a deception in belieYing the 
death of Chriat, and that oar books were oor* 
rupted Like other MohanniiedaiM, they main- 
tiiaed that ehriit ascended to heaven, and, 
ootttrary to all expectation, admitted, though 
not very eonsistently with the principles of 
Ishimism, that he was to be intercessor at the 
day of judgment.* Jn the course of conrersa* 
tion, I oould rematk a proneness to strike off, 
at a tangent, from the questions at issue, by 



* According to the strict pxinciplet of Mobammedaoitm, 
their own prophet is to be intercessor at the day of Judgment. 
They tett us, Urni when A* judgmeBt nis, eie pnphels, ia 
their op^t mmttr* AMhsny Moies, Jmrn^ and Mshaau 
medf will be agked to inirtfitilw the office of inteceessor for 
their fellow creatuzev, but that each of them will excuse him- 
self till it come to Mohammed, who wQl undertake to bo an in« 
teteciaor for pU true Mnssulmaiii. The eaense tobeofoed bj 
^•IM Qnn^ is«««tiiatJbeia»A«medttafp«ir wan vaimm 
eeanrt bfloanse his foUsjffvs haTfr h U t f phcsxwriy cnUed hton 
the Son of God T'— iv curious specimen ^f th^ logic, cqt rather 
the policy of the Mohammedan 'priesthood ; for if Christ be 
ashamed to be odled the Son of Osd, does it not follow 
that the MehammcdaBf do wdl in cpposlog the dodrfnes c£ 
hi# SoQihip, and in conaadcnug th«m M hustifii who eceoido 
ing to them are so impious as to maintain it ? 

h2 
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intrCKkieing sotfk^ of their legendiury tmdi- 
tiona; the recital of :wbidl k much more 
•congenial to the habits of MohiE^inedaiis, 
than i\^e discussion <^ the evidences of the au- 
thenticity of.the Sculptures. 

I riiall mention one of their I^ends as ia 
.specimen. Chmt, they told us, was tlie most 
holy of all the prophets* His affections were 
almost comj^etely withdrawn from sublunary 
thingSj insomuch that had it not been for one 
solitaify attaehinent« which was not brought 
into proper subjection, be would have been 
received ioto the very highest heavens. The 
attachment, for entertaining which he lost the 
place he might otherwise have secured, was—- 
to a comb, with which he was in the 'habit of 
dressing his beard ! 

Having taken leave of Shillevey Effendi 
and the Mblla, we called on one named Ach- 
med, an Abbaza, whom we found affected with 
a kind of ague. We asked him whether the 
Effendies were in the habit of saying any 
thing to comfort and support his mind under 
hjrs trouble. In reply, he said, they did no- 
thing of the kind. We told him, the religion 
of God, revealed to us in the law and the gos- 
pel, itas full of consolation to the afflicted;, 
and after directing his attention to the death 
of Christ, in the rcoin of guilty sibners, we 
set before him the (consolations which this 
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doolrind'Wad'caicuhMd to import^ in the time 
of trouble, and the motives ta the exeroisG of 
patient resignation, with which it furnished 
the piou», as tiiey looked to Christ, ^^ the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith, who, for tiie joy 
that was set before him, endur^* the cross, 
despifiiiig the shame, and is liow* s^ dowti (Hi 
the right blind of the throne of God.^ He 
paid some little attention to what wjte said, 
and made scarcely any objections, but seemed 
much more anxious that Mr Galloway eJiould 
fiimish him with something to relieve higa from 
the ague, than to hear of the consolations of 
.the gospel. 

Returned through the Tillage to the area 
before the Mirza^s conack-house, and prepared 
fof retracing oUr steps to Earass, influenced 
by mingled emotions of hope and fear— -com- 
passion for the deluded votaries of the pro^ 
phet, and grief for tbie hardness of their 
hearts. The population of Naiman village is 
considerable, and scattered over an extent of 
surface, which, in Scotland, would serve for a 
pretty respectable provincial town. Like Ka- 
rass, it is surrounded with a wattled fence. 
The dwelling houses, that of- the Mirza not 
excepted, are of the same materials, but plas- 
tered within anrd without, with a mixture of < 
clay and dung, to protect them the better from^ 
the wintei^s cold, and so sereen them fiiom the 
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tj9cS obitfmii as to Iwfe i^nlMafc ulndi 
Aej en call their oim.* 

(M.2& After bieakfiwtt caUfd OQ 0017 tm^ 
tfaer Mr Paterm, wbo, in the ooune 0f a fyw. 
Tpinttteg» wa» vi<itcd by agme CahaitUan» % one 
gC wiNNa waa unwell, and witbad Mr PatarKNi 
lo prescribe for him^ and give him inadicioa. 
Tbey understood tba Tartar language, and as 
Mr Paterson told me he waa ready to int«w 
pret» i£ X wished to say a few tbiogpi for tbw 
iostruGtiony I thiuikfuUy aoeepted bis co^p^« 
ation ; and availiie^ myself of the circumstaiiee 
that oocarioned their calling, directed their at* 
tenliion to the primary cause of all our sick- 
nesses and paiot^the curse of God entailed on 
mankind for the breaking of bis holy cove- 
nanC In consequence of this, we told them, 
the bodies of men are subject to disease and 
death/ and their souI^poUuted with sin* Men, 
it was remarked, are naturally anxious to bave 
tiie diseases of their bodies removed by medi- 
cine or otherwise ; but, for the most part, pay 



miwionanes had bouses of thU dewciptioii^— oonstructedf bow* 
crer, on an improved pUn. Instead of the mixture^ the cbiy 
and dung are sometimes used separately, hut the mixture is 
reckoned best, the dung p erf o rmin g the same servfee io liie 
dajPt than hair dOM to plaMsrJiflM, by rsndaring it nore te» 
naciotta« and preventing rents in the coating of the widls. 
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little attention to the diseases 4f the soul, 
which are much more dabgerous;^ We knew 
oiF no specific for the certain cure of bodily 
distempers, but were happy to tell them these 
was an infallible remedy*^ for those of the seal 
•^a tried remedy, which had never £ttlcd— 41 
phyincian who was able to culre the most inye^ 
terate disbrdfers. This physician had reTealed 
himself to the faithful in the time of the pro- 
phet Moses, saying, << I am the Lord that 
healeth thee,^ and had been as good as his 
word, in all succeeding generations. In the 
fulness of time he appeared in our nature, aa 
the Messiah promised unto the fathers, curing 
the bodies of those who were diseased, and 
healing the souls of all who came ' to him Ibv 
deliverance from their spiritual maladies. Here 
we directed their attention, more particularly^ 
to the. character and work 6f Christ, to liia 
death and resurrection, shewing that ** he is 
able to save to the uttermost all who come to 
God by him, seeing he ever hveth to make in- 
tercession for them.^^ << His bk)od deanseth 
from all sin.'' 

Finding that we not only asserted the mat* 
ter of fact that Christ was crucified, (a point 
which the Mohammedans are taught in th^r 
Coran to deny^ but ascribed our being healed, 
fiom the disease of sin, to the efiScacy of his 
blood; one of them asserted, with the same 
boldness the Effendi had discovered yesterday, 



that die lieaMh had aMendod to heti^n 
widMiut tastiag death, and lehieftned tb« vay 
ia which) aeooiduig t^ tbeiif iea^M»r9, hii 
dioipe had been eifiected. Tb^ MetmH hav« 
ing been appt ehanded aod ofm&md in a nmtiX^ 
apavteant 4or hok» from which ^bara was no 
waj of egress but one, the a«gel Gabriel eaaia 
and adied him why he did ikh make his 
eeoepe t He answerad, that the opsping waa 
barely sufficient foe his head, imd fiur loo small 
tut )m sbcnildess la pass, Qfttoiel lold him (q 
use the sign of the croaSf and he would find 
the opening suffiotent He did so^ and ha^dlig 
thus effected his escape* ascended to heaven^ 
far b^oud the rafa^h of his foes, Mf PateT"* 
son feoainded bim^ that hr thia stcvry theie 
wa&na proof; and asked hint If he vcaiM bc^ 
Ueve a person who should take it into bit 
head to teli him that Gkorgbievsk^ with Ua in- 
faabitanta) had been swallowed up in cona^^ 
qnenoe of an earthquake or otbei^wise^ with« 
out satisfactory evidence of ita truth f He said 
he wouU not. Mr Peterson then apf^ed lua 
concession to the case in hand; after whiek 
the converaatioo closed. 

Retuined to my lodgings, and m less thatt 
hidf an hour Mr Galloway iautroduoed a Ga»v 
bardian who had called on him» and with 
yrhom^ aa he understood Tartar^ we entared 
into conventttaon on the subject cf religion. 
On being told of the scriptures of truths the 
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c6lit«it8 of ifbHIi we refibmttiMidal to liiil iie^ 
riMs «tt6titi(m, lie excmed limiM \^ UlBxi^ 
ii« he tiould not-read-i-^axUbiig, wkh an aif of 
indiflkreac^, ^ tbat h the buttnett of the Meft^ 
las and Stfeiidies.** Ffom hit way of tidkitigf 
I wta ttmpteA to think he eop dd ert d rMlmg 
as a ihnig that rtone but pkvfeflrional men 
fihould tmuMe themsehred with % «nd asked him 
if it Wfts Bd necessary forihetMdb to learn 
feadfOgin his oonntry, asstirittg him it was 
the eustom in ours. He answered it was not t 
and suqieedng it should S€«m, from our wajr 
of putting the question, that we welre ignORmt 
of his rank as an Wyden, or ntihkman, as well 
as t^ his being the first i^ieftmn in Ttam Ca« 
bakf a Cabardian viDtigb some twenty or tMn 
ty versts up the Podeuma, he toM his name 
and Ibmily to Mr Galloway, who, though he 
did not know him by person, had heard of the 
f^niiiy, imd inlbrmed me of the quality of our 
visitor But as we were not disposed to sus^ 
tain either Ms incapaoty to read, or his rank 
among his countrymen, as h yalid leason fbf 
declining to itttend to th^ instructi6ns we were 
re^y to give him, we reminded him that her 
had a soul to be saved or losi, and Recom- 
mended the importance of faeiiring and think- 
ing lor himself, without tsking it fov granted, 
as he seemed to do, that it was no business of 
his to Ascertain which was the true rdi^on. 
Here again he eitcused himself by alleging. 
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that God hid given to every people the relL- 
pon that was best.for them. We had our re- 
ligion, whicb^ he had no^doubt, suited us very 
well i the Russians^ &c had theirs : To the 
CalMuedians GKkI had given the religion of the 
Conuati and it was best for them to kc^p by it. 
^ What am I,"" oontinu^ be, << that I should 
pretend to think ahput religion, or ascertain 
which is the best way ? This belongs to the 
Effendies. I believe as they tell me, and if I 
am wrong, the blame is theirs.^ In this stage 
of the cpnvi^rsation, we had recourse to a sim- 
ilitiide, to shew that both he and they were to 
blame* Suppose a number of people from the 
different nations, of which we have been speak-^ 
ing«»-iTurks, Russians, Cabardians, &c. were 
about to undertake a pilgrimage to some far 
distant city, say to Mecca, and that the roads 
which led to it were known to be so danger- 
ous, as to render the utmost circumspection 
indispensable. Suppose, farther, that in these 
circumstances several persons proposed them- 
selves as guides— that of these there was one 
\a particular who could produce unquesticma- 
hle evidence that he knew a, road by which, 
with praper precaution, the pilgrims might 
reaxik their destination in safety; and equally 
satisfactory evidence, that, if they attempted 
the pilgrimage by any other roads, they must, 
beyond all peradventure, perish, as the dan- 
' gers were so great as to make travelling in 



them impracticable; and suppose, likewise, 
that, to serve a purpose, the other guides 
should each of them recommend a road of his 
own, different from that of the first guide, 
without producing evidence of their capacity 
to conduct the pilgrims, and that they were 
withal so ignorant of the dangers of the path 
they recommended, and so unable to afford 
protection, as to make the destruction of them- 
selves and followers inevitable; what would 
he think of such pretenders? He answered, 
that he would reckon them very bad men, and 
very much to blame for misleading the pil- 
grims. And what would he think of the pil- 
grims themselves, if, without being at the 
pains to examine the evidence which the first 
guide had to produce, they placed themselves 
under the impostors ? Would any blame at- 
tach to them when destruction overtook them ? 
Most undoubtedly ; they should have examin- 
ed the evidence which the qualified guide had 
to produce, and placed themselves under his 
protection.— Having proceeded thus far with 
the similitude, we came to the application. 
There is one God, and one Mediator between 
God and man, the man Christ Jesus. He 
has furnished the most satisfactory evidence 
of his ability to guide the weary pilgrims to 
the temple of God, and has commanded his 
servants to exhibit the evidence publicly, for 
the satisfaction of all who wish to undertake 



the pilgrimage. Thereare others who pretend 
to be guides bendes Jestts- of Ne^areth, the 
Saviour of christkaB ; but where is the e^ 
dence of their ability to guide us in safety- 
through the dangers we must passr If your 
follow any of these guiclesy and recuse* tO'fol'* 
low the Messiah^ you must perishv You* hme 
been told this, and are not you ta blame for 
refusing to think of the evidences of bis dtviae 
mission, and of his being the oaiy Savioor.* 
To this question, the only reply he had to 
make was, that these were points about which 
we should speak tothe Mollas and Effendies; 
as for him, he was= not qualified to judge of 
them. Instead of pressing closer upon hin^ 
by prosecuting the aj^lication^ we. paused, 



* On oonverring with a countryman of his, more lately, I 

introduced another circumstance into the simflitode, wliiclr, in 

addressing a Mohammedaa, had somctluBg: in itoC-tlts argt^ 

mentum ad Aom«i«9»,v namely, that the way by which the 

fint guide proposed to lead them, was the. road in which it 

was acknowledged on all hands that pilgrims had been wont 

to travel, and which, under his gmdanoe, they*fiHmd|niciiei* 

ble and safti, whereas the-oiber^ (in -the conivfii iiiiiiM nfertedta, 

I supposed only two gnidds) wbo,,thoiigh he maintained that 

hia road was the. safe one, had no evidence to support his 

daims, was a new guide, and without experience. Bdng a 

shrewd man, he foresaw the oonsequenoes-— MoHed and shook 

his head, bnt'dedined giving ». categorical anssrcr to the 

question, iriiidi tof the : two . guides is most to be depended 

upon? 



that he might Jiave time to breathe and refleet 
a.little on what had been said, and then, di- 
reeung the conversation into another channel, 
asked. him whether we could be permitted to 
visit the Cabardians in. his village. Of this 
he seemed .at first to be doubtful, telling us 
that as the village was beyxmd the quaran^ 
tine, he believed wc could not to be permitted 
ta vittt the village, and return home without 
standing quarantine;* but recollecting him- 
sti£f he added, that by getting a few Cozaks 
aloQg with us, and returning the same night, 
we might be allowed by the Russian govern- 
ment ; . and for his part, he would be happy to 
see us. As the conversation went on, hebe- 
gan to discover a wish that we should pay him 
a visit soon; and as an inducement for us to 
do so, assured us, that on xoming to the vil- 
lage, he would turn out all his men, and make 
them go through'various manoeuvres in horse- 
manshipand archery--after which, to shew his 
own superiority in skill as well as in authori- 
ty, he would perform a feat in archery, on 
horseback^ which no man in the village could 



* The quMcantiBe is sx or seven Tents ftom Karassy and its 
jr^alatioDsaie Tery properly enforced by the BossiAn govern- 
ment, on persons coming from places beyond the ftontiers, to 
prevent (m far as humanjprudence can go) the introduction of 
the plague from the mountains where it is every now and then 
making its appearance. 
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do but himself. During this part of the con- 
versation, he was all life, and seemed, in ima- 
gination, to realise the applause he, no doubt, 
supposed would be lavished on him when "we 
actually saw him carry off the palm. <^ Vani- 
ty of vanities,'' saith the preacher, " vanity 
of vanities, all is vanity.'* 

Oct 27. Took a ride with Mr Galloway to 
a Cabardian village, named Ha^-Eabak, a- 
bout two versts from Earass, and was wel- 
comed to the place by Islam Abaziwan, one of 
the oldest, and not the least respectable of the 
Cabardian Wydens in this neighbourhood. 
The village is situated nearly south-east of 
the summit of Beshtow, not far from the spot 
where the craggy shoulder of the mountain 
meets the ridge by which it is connected with 
Mashiika, (the hot water mountain*) and com- 
mands a charming view of Alburrows, and the 
adjacent snow mountains in the Caucasian 
range. Having been told by Mr Galloway 
that Islam had a pretty accurate knowledge of 
these mountains, and of the inhabitants with 
whicli their vales are replenished, I proposed 
some questions to him concerning them on 
which he went out with us to the court before 
his house, and with the utmost frankness an- 



* See Jounuil, Oct. 19. 
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sweMd our enqwries to the extent of his know. 
l«dge» retpectiog all the mountain tribes 
whose habitalioos were within the range of 
Tinoa. 

Bight before us, nearly south-^west by south, 
at the distance of about an hundred versts, 
lay Albufvows. From the north side of it the 
Cuban .takes its nse; -thelMUiks of which, near 
its -source, are peopled by the Caratchai, a 
tribe of Tartars, of whom mention is made in 
my oonversatioDS with Shora.* The number 
oPfamilieSy according to Islam, is about three 
lumdred, and, like the Cabardians, ^they are 
Mohammedans. Bq^ond the Caiatthai, on the 
south-west liney live the Hasbipsi, or, as the 
Cabardians name them, Abazas^ who speak a 
language of their .own, diffisring from the 
Tartar, the Cabarchan, and that of the neigh- 
bouring tribes. They, too, are>the followers 
of Mohammed. The rivulets by which their 
country is watered, run towards the Black 
Sea. At a 4itill greater distance, is another 
people named the Sonnas, who, like the 
Abases, have a language of Iheir own, which 
bears no cesemblauee to any i which the Cabar- 
dians have had an 'Opportomty of hearing. 
They call themseWies Christians, and their 
books, or rather those of tlieir forefathers, 
which none of them 'can read, are lodged in 



* See Joiumal, Oct 20. 
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their churches, which are falling into decay. 
OF this people there are three tribes, one of 
which is only about thirty versts from the 
Abazas. The other two tribes are distant 
from the Abazas about two days journey on 
the other side of the mountain. Between 
the Abazas and Georgia, the mountains are 
impassable for persons on horseback, but may 
be crossed, though not without difficulty, by a 
few acdve young men on foot. On the north- 
east of Alburrows, the Shegim river takes its 
rise, directing its course to the Caspian. On 
the banks of it, to a considerable distance from 
its source, live the Shegims. The number of 
families belonging to the tribe is from two to 
three hundred. They profess the Mohamme- 
dan religion, and speak a dialect of the Tartar 
language. Farther down, however, the banks 
of the Shegim are peopled by the Cabardians, 
whose border, on the south, extends from the 
Caratchai country, along the bottom of the 
snow mountains, as far as the eye can reach. 
Their northern frontier, in the neighbourhood 
of Beshtow, is the Podcimia, a few versts dis- 
tant from the spot on which we took our ob« 
servatious. West of the Abazas, the moun- 
tains are inhabited by various tribes, the great- 
er part of which speak dialects of the Cabar- 
dian, Abaza, and Tartar languages. East of 
the Shegims, they are inhabited by tribes, 
speaking dialects of a great many diiPerent 
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languaged, of which the most noted are the 
Tchitchian and Ossitinian ; but of these and 
other eastern tribes, his information was not so 
minute. Returned to Islam^s house, and par- 
txxk of a hospitable repast. In the coarse of 
our conversation he told us, that our hooka 
and the existence of settlers at Beshtow ftom 
a far country, who discoursed with people a- 
bout the Christian rdigion, were known not 
only among his countrymen the Cabardians, 
but more or less among all the mountain 
tribes whose places of abode he had been 
pointing out to us. The character generally 
given the missionaries, was, that they were the 
best of the Oewrs or unbeliever8-«-a term of 
reproach eqmvalent to that of infidel in Eu- 
rope, and ^ven to all who refuse thdr alle» 
giance to Mohammed, whether Christians, Pa* 
gans, or Jews.- Their, ancestors in Cabardia, 
he told us, were Christians, and he knew an 
old man who recollected the time when swine^s 
flesh was in use among some of them. In 
these times, the manners of his countrymen 
were much less depraved than now. Then a 
man^s bare word could be dependled on ; now 
the most solemn engagements and promises 
were disregarded. We took occasion to p(»nt 
out to him the superior excellence of the 
truths of the gospel, and recommended them 
to bis attention; but while he admitted the 
things were good and salutary, he declared his 
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retoltttion to hold by the idigumin rnVkk he 
had bten educated ■ mddtitg» that Mr GttUo- 
way and he wete always geod Ineiida^ afid 
iie?er diSemd exoept on the subject of id^ 
gion, about which,, he was soiethey^ would 
never iqpwe, and AerdoreJt was- best for them 
toKaRToid'diaQassbn, tmd to wDrahip'£lad each 
in his^own way. :AAer'4iddnsuQg to him -such 
enhoitadonsasit struck ns be was.able to bear, 
weimoontadour hoffae8,''and praceedcddiroa{^ 
tfaeTiUage tOithehouse of/ana^rWyden,.iiara« 
cd Tehier, who fihewisereodved us^eoiirteeuaty. 
On being ^toU J was from Astraoban, -4aid 
had lately.' come^fisom « fiEftain, .he enqnirted if I 
knew any tbtng^of Sultan EjRtte^Gherry, i^o» 
he ondensfiood, had gone to our oeuntry. Af» 
ten telling him what appealed worth repturtiii^ 
re^pecti^g the taovemeots of the Sultan, I 
mentioned that it was intended he should' set* 
tie in :the Crimea, ^along witfi wme of our 
ebuntrymen, whose object was Co teach the 
people to read and nndenrtand the hoiy scrip- 
tures, which were i^Ie to make them wise un- 
to .'Salvation. After ad^perting to the esoellence 
of the sacred bocdcs in the ^hande^tf Christians, 
and the wisdom i of listening to ^their instruc- 
tions^ weghmced at the operations of the HUe 
Societies in^Eiuope,«[d the benefits resulting 
from the a^empts made by these, and similar 
institutions, to xTiffuse the knowledge of Gdd 
in all quarters of the world. We told them 
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(for by this time there vere others collected in 
the conack4iou8e beside oar host) that the 
time had been when die EfiPendiesin oar coun- 
try kept the scriptures concealed from the peo- 
ple^ and put it out of thmr power to examine 
them for themselves— >that at present things 
were on a very different footing, ba the peo* 
pie at large had the books of God put into 
their hands, and were taught to read themt 
and that, from experience, it was found that 
those who perused the scriptures and believed 
them, were much better diaracters than those 
who neglected them. By way of application, we 
added, that finding the books so very beneficial 
at home, we had come to their country, to make 
the contents of them known to them, as we 
understood they w«re almost unknown among 
the Tartars and Cabardians, and that, in do* 
ing so, we had acted just as a man who had 
been cured of some grievous distemper would 
do, if influenced by compassion for others who 
were affected by the same disease, and ignorant 
of the specific that cured him, he should make 
it known to his friends, and send than 
throughout the neighbourhood to inform the 
diseased respecting its healing virtues. He 
answered, that it was a happy circumstance 
the books had been so useful in our couiltry. 
It should seem they were well suited for our 
peopIe«-and, indeed, continued he, all the four 
books are excellent. It must be so, for they 
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oame fiom Chod. They were all good, each 
of them, in its time, fi>r the people ibrwhom 
diey imcre iatended-- but ras God liad given 
ihe Cabacdiaiu the Coran, he feaned some 
dieadfiil Jadgment would come upon them, 
were thqr to Teoeive our hooka and ambriee 
oar religion. It was :a dai^erous thing lor 
flun to change dieir xriig^n. In ilhistratMn 
of this, he told na a story about an (impostor 
who had persuaded the Pevsians to .embrace 
a corrupted system of Ishmism ; for doing 
which, .Grod had irinted them with /most lie« 
raendous calamities. In Bersia, Jie told us, 
there was a partiodar kind of tree which,4ifiber 
being ^cut from its ^ock, wmdd, if properly 
set, grow together again, ^ and appe$r job if no« 
thing of the kind had taken [daoe. The im- 
postor knew this, and, despairing of being dsie 
to persuade the people to embrace his opinions 
by fair means,, he cat the tise in. two, making 
an incision in the Jieart of it sufficient to con- 
tmn a book in which he had taken -care to write 
bis ta-eed; after which,be united the twaparts 
so skilfully, that, in 4i short time, itw«a im- 
possible to discover a trace of the x^ration. 
Meanwhile he urged the people to embrace Jus 
c^nions, which, he assund them, were from 
God, and' after affiacting to be much grievsddby 
their incredulity, asked them if diey would not 
believe him if a book, containing the very oioc- 
trines he bad been teaching them, was ibund dn 
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tk&beaort ofn tree irinditfae: would pdatimttm 
tbem^ and ia iMiA> the'boofeliaift.bMtt plaotd 
by ^rod;- IgnomoCrof the nttiSat afr.tlie inih 
postori t]iey>omwDted; tbfibtBeeiw»oiit, die 
book wamimmdr and mxpfoaag it to be fmn 
God, the peofdc aecqitedof itsdoctnsct^ and^ 
by doing: this^ broughtr upoot tfaMaielf at*aU)tbt 
oftIlimitte8>'whi€h»-^dlow6d. TUere ««Q»43mo8^' 
be addodv at M^bkli nadoot^iivee ghres up by 
God to a laodt of infiituation^ wbichr pvoroked 
Htm to punish' tbem-wiA exCnujrdinaiy ;}i]dg^ 
meot^ aed^ he fearei^ it would be ill indeed 
f or the CabJAPdiaBiil iB tbey beemae aoinfatu^ 
afted'i» to gm^uptho Mligiim->whieb'6od had 
gmn them for 'omar ffo remove the dreads 
fi^^fbrebodhig, we remittded him thai, unlihe 
the inpostw IiO'luubdeecribedi we went about 
o«r wnli' openly, and courted inveetigatien— 
andthat^ so fiw fimn p:etending we had any 
new-rerelatiiHi, the beoki^ we^ reeommended 
were tfaoTexy bori»wiiioh'they<llieffiflriTe8aoA 
knowledged'had oome ttom God— die Tamrat^ 
the Zabur,. and tile Ang9os* I wwafware^ in* 
deed> that their gBeatbnlwnrk^ tke* supposed 
Qornlpliona^frf' the tacred^test^* by tbe^ impioiis 
baudO' of Christians, was open for him toflto 
to» Ofthis^ bdwever, he ^M not avtt) Inm* 
self); bnt without allegfaig'theiU'wasmy^tfiing 



*: Tbtt'La^ theAdoM, mi the Ooip^ 
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elandestiiie in our conduct, or pernicious in 
our books, lie kept the open field of jdausible 
argumentation, and proceeded to shew, by a 
pretty apt nmilitude, that granting all we oon« 
tended for, about the divine origin of the 
scriptures, there was good reason, in his 
opinion, to fear the consequences of embracing 
our religion. It was well known, he remark- 
ed, that the !ESmperor of Russia issues forth 
new money for the use of his subjects, and fe« 
cals the old when it pleases him ; and he has 
a right to do so. Just now, continued he, 
there is an issue of new notes, and the old ones 
are recalled. The old notes and coins were 
each of them good, in their time, but when 
the old ones were recalled, and the new ones 
issued, the use of the former came, in time, to 
be superseded, though they had beeen all 
good in their day. Now, said he, with an air 
of triumph, if the Emperor has power to recal 
old money that was perfectly good in its 
tin^i and ta issue forth new, could we deny 
that God has the power of altering the form 
of rdi^n .when he pleases, or that his crea- 
tures otfould be obedient to bis commands in 
this as in every thing else P It was aaswered, 
that his illustration was a good one, and that 
we could not, and did not, deny that God hud 
power to alter the form of religion when he 
thinks proper— a concession at the bearing of 
which his eyes beamed with 8elf*complaoency» 
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while hb attitude and gestures furn'ished une- 
quivocal indications of a conviction, that we 
were on the point of sounding a retreat, or 
patching up a truce, on the best terms we could 
obtain. Before quitting our position, how- 
ever, we asked him whether it was not a rea- 
sonable thing that the subjects of the emperor 
should have satisfactory evidence that the new 
money offered them, had been actually issued 
by his order, before they accepted of it in place 
of the old. He answered, it was perfectly rea- 
sonable. And if a governor, in any remote 
province, were to abuse the confidence reposed 
in him, and issue counterfeit money, would the 
people be bound to accept of it, or would they 
do it ? Certwily they would not, was his re- . 
ply. In making the application of these con- 
cessions to the case in hand, we remarked, that 
before laying aside a form of religion that was 
known to be from God, as ours was, for a new 
form of religion like theirs, it was equally rea« 
sonable for us to demand evidence that it had 
come from God, and that till this was pro- * 
duced, we were under no obligation to accept 
of it, nor would we act wisely if we did. so. 

To the soundness of this reasoning, he did 
not object ; and had the discussion been with 
a learned Effendi or Mufti, we might have en- 
tered, at on9e, into an abstract disquisition on 
the nature of evidence, in its apphcation to 
the point at issue ; but as this was out of the 

X 
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question with a Cabardian Wyden, we declin* 
ed attempting it ; and instead of prosecuting 
his similitude farther, begged leave l!b illus- 
trate the claims of Islamism and Christianity 
by another, which we hoped he would admit 
to be a fair one ; assigning as a reason, that, 
owing to the nature of the subject, it was 
much more difficult to detect impositions in re- 
li^on, than to expose the bad qualities of 
counterfeit money, which were cognizable by 
the senses. 

Suppose the Emperor to pass a law, respect- 
ing the kind of food to be used by his sub- 
jects/ as he had formerly done respecting the 
current money of the realm, and that the peo* 

• pie, on adopting the diet recommended, had 
found it remarkably nutritive. In the course 
of a few years, the Emperor sees cause, from 
the circumstances of the country, to issue a 
new edict respecting diet, which, on being 
published^ is immediately obeyed ; and the 

^ people, to their great joy, find it not less nu- 
tritive and wholesome than that to whfch they 
h^ been accustomed. But, in process of time, 
a governor, in one of the remote provinces, 
gives out, that a new edict has been issued by 
his Majesty, appointing a diet different in* 
many points from the food which they had 
found so nutritive, and positively prohibits the 
use of it. Meanwhile the governor of an ad- 
, jacent province continues the use of the diet. 
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which, it was admitted on all hands, the 
Emperor had commanded in his second edict. 
The people, in both proTinces, are steadfast in 
their allegiance to the Emperw, whose will 
they wish to obey ; but haying no medium of 
correspondence with him, to ascertain how the 
x^ase really stands, tfnd being each of them at* 
tached to their respective governors, they im- 
plicitly follow their dictates, and mutually re* 
proach each other with dbloyalty, the one for 
using a diet whith the Emperor saw good reiUi 
son for interdicting; the other for laying it it- 
side after it had been in use, and sulMtituting, 
instead of it, a diet which had never been com* 
manded. In the course of a few years, how* 
ever, it is found that those who used the new 
food, became all of them nckly, and many of 
them dangerously ill, insomuch that the whole 
province is full of misery, while the inhabi- 
tants of the province which adhered to the 
second edict, thrive remarkably well, and are * 
subject to none of the diseases which have 
sprung up ia the adjacent province, ^nce they * 
altered their diet In this case, what inference 
would an impartial observer be warranted to 
draw, respecting the will of the Emperor, who 
is the father of his people ? Which of the go- 
vernors would they believe? The one who 
enjoined the new diet, on which nobody could 
live with comfort, or him who stood by the 
second edict ? Would they not have reason to 
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conclude that, to serve a purpose, the former 
had recommended and enforced the noxious 
diet without authority, and that the latter was 
in the rights who assured them the Emperor's 
pleasure was to continue the old regimen and 
reject the new ? His answer was just what was 
anticipated. There could be little doubt, he 
thought, that he was in the right who stood 
by the second edict, and that those who listen- 
ed to him acted wisely. No sooner had he 
made this concession, than w^ began our ap- 
plication. The parallel to the first edict is 
the law of Moses. The second has a parallel 
in the Gospel of Christ, which, when received 
and acted upon, is productive of the most be* 
neficial consequences in time and through eter- 
nity.* The parallel to the governor, who in- 
terdicted the food recommended in the second 
edict, is to be found in the author of the Co- 
ran, for, by the acknowledgement of the Ca- 



* It is almost needlera to remark, tliat, with the pen of a 
Fuller, it were easjr to shew that the Christian syatem is, in all 
respects, incomparably more salutary than that of Mohammed, 
and free from the deadly poison with which it is intermixed ; 
and, consequently, that the argumentum ad hominem used in 
our conrersation with Tehier, is founded in truth. Had that 
accomplished reasoner entered the lists with the Totaries of 
Islamism, as he had done successfully with those of Sodnianism, 
he would have found a singular coincidence in the fundamental 
principles of the sceptic and the Arabian enthusiast. 
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bardians themselves^ tbey are much worse than 
their fathers, who professed the Christian re- 
ligion. On observing the consequences which 
fc^lowed from his ccmoessions, bis countenance 
fell : . for a few moments silrace ensued ; no 
attempt was made to say. any thing farther in 
defence of the pretensions of the Coran ; and, 
as it struck us» it might answer a better purpose 
to give him time to think calmly of the case as 
it stood, than to ruffle his mind by enveighing 
against its author, we suffered the conversation 
to be imperceptibly diverted into another 
channel, tsJcing care^ however, not to lose sight 
of the object of our visit. 

Ijeft Hagi Cabak, and directed our oou rse 
to another Cabardian village, named Carma 
Cabak, near the bottom of fieshtow, and not 
much Q^t of our road in returning home. 
Called on the chief of the village, an oldish 
raan« of a noble, interesting countenance, by 
whom we were welcomed to the place, and in* 
vit^ to his house. Entered into conversation 
with him on general subjects, froni which we 
turned his attention, by little and little, to the 
concerns of eternity. We informed him what 
efforts Were making by the friends of Christ 
in our native country, to make known the 
Gospel in distant lands'; and adverted to the 
success with which it had pleased Providence 
to ciown the labours of some of them, in diffe- 
rent parts ; and particularly in the South Sea 

v2 
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Islands, the inhabitants of which had thrown 
away their idols, and become the Worshippers 
of the One only, the living and the true God, 
through the On6 Mediator Jesus Christ. 
These, he replied, were good news. He was 
happy to hear that idolaters were turned to 
God. The morality of our books was good, 
and ambng the heathen the knowledge of 
them might be useful. As for the people in 
their quarter, God had given them the Coran, 
which recommended good morals, too, and 
condemned every kind of wickedness; and 
therefore it was foolish for us to ima^ne we 
should be able to turn any of them to our re- 
ligion, except we succeeded, in the first place, 
in converting th^r Mollas and £fiendis. In 
this case, he had little doubt, the people would 
follow, and it would give him much pleasure, 
he said, to hear the subject discussed, in their 
presence, as they understood the matter fully, 
and could answer our objections. As for him- 
self, he knew little about religion, and could 
not pretend to decide between us. We told 
him, we should be very happy to have a con- 
versation on the subject with some of their 
learned men, for his satisfaction, as we did 
every thing openly, and were not ashamed to 
confess our faith before them ; but that we 
taught, as we had opportunity, i^ithout wait- 
ing till they made their appearance. All men 
had souls'^to be saved or lost ; and as Christ 
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htei given us commandinent, we warned aU to 
flee from the wrath td come. We added, that 
the Mohammedan Mcdias and Effendis did 
not agree among themselves, as he very well 
knew, and, therefore, it behoved him to think 
which was in (be rigiit, even among them ; 
and that it was the surest, and,' in all respects, 
the best way for him to prove all things by 
examining for himself, and to hold fast that 
which is good. We wished him well. We 
had the Scriptures of truth in our hands, 
which be had not, and we were only doing to 
him as we would wish him to do to us in 
similar circumstances, in making known their 
contents. He admitted the fairness of our 
professions, in general terms, but instead of 
listening to them, kept us at bay for a good 
part of an hour, by a pretty artful %l8e of the 
argumtntum ad hominem, as if determined to 
make reprisals for the use we had been making 
of it among. his brethren of the Mohammedan 
faith. " Ye have a religion,'' he said, " wbith 
ye tell us is better than any other, and ye pro- 
fess that, in making it known, ye do to others 
as ye wish tJiem to do to you. This has been 
your way of talking from the first. Ye came 
here, and entertained us with fair speeches, till 
you got our lands taken from us, and secured 
to yourselves. Was this doing to others as ye 
coald wish them to do to you ? Wha, think 
you, can believe your professions after having 
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acted in this manner?^ The lands, we (old 
him, had been assigned to us by govercment, 
which had a right to dispose of them ; and as 
he must allow they were much better with us 
for neighbours, than with their own country* 
men ; not to speak of the obvious fact, that 
we had only a small part of the laitid appro- 
priated to our own use, the greater part of it 
being in the hands of the Germans, while he 
and others of his countrymen were permittedy 
at times, to graze their cattle, cut hay. Sec. fo 
without charge. Neither Germans, nor any 
other description of strangers, he rejoined^ 
would have ventured to settle in this wild 
region, unless you had set them the example. 
We endeavoured, by various references and 
appeals to what is considered as just and right, 
to shew the absurdity of laying it down as a 
maxim, that, it was incumbent on us to settle 
ail the disputes of former occupants, before 
accepting a grant from the legal proprietors; 
but so far were we from producing conviction, 
or putting him to silence, that, for a time, we 
were so hard put to it, as almost to'despair of 
being able to secure, what a Caba.rdian. would 
conader an honourable retreat. For securing 
this, the most eligible plan seemed to bCf first to 
fix the marches on the spot, down to the tioae 
our brethren came to Russia, and then to bor- 
row our illustration from a quarter where his 
prejudices were less likely to mislead him. 
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than our former ones, in forming a judgment 
on a parallel case. In answer to our queries, 
respecting the frontiers at the time referred to, 
he admitted that the Fodcuma was considered 
as the northern boundary of the Cabardians, 
and that Karass was decidedly within the 
Russian lines. We then put the following 
questions : Supposing that you^ or any of your 
friends, had occasion to settle in some part of 
European Turkey, would you consider it wrong 
to accept of a grant of lands from the Sultan 
of Constantinople, or after having received them 
free of legal claims, would you give up to this 
or the other family of Greeks, who might come 
and say, ^< these lands granted you by the 
Sultan, should by right be ours ? They be- 
longed to our forgathers for generations— -this 
was well known to you— Why did you come 
from a far country, and take our lands ?^V In 
reply, he said, that the Grand Sultan certainly 
had a right to dispose of the lands according 
to law, and that be, or any of his friends, 
might lawfully accept of the grant, and as 
lawfully retain it. On the very same princi- 
ple, it was answered, we are justifiable in ac- 
cepting and retainii^ the lands granted us by 
his Imperial Majesty. In former times, our 
lands had belonged to the Cabardians-^rue— « 
but before our arrival, they were acknowledged 
by the whole world to be within the bounda- 
ries of the Russian empire : and if grants 
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made in the one case, be lawfully retained, 
they must be equally so in the oUier. On 
bearing the application of the parallel, he 
teemed a little disconcerted, but had sufficient 
presence of mind to retreat without much ap» 
parent confusion, remarking that he was a 
plain man, and did not pretend to understand 
the law of nations, only he thought it proper 
to tell us what was in his mind. Having 
brought the matter .to this issue, we told htoi 
we had not come to settle old disputes about 
lands, but to pay him a friendly visit ; and af» 
ter conversing a few minutes longer, and 
dropping such remarks as appeared suitable, 
we parted.^itfi him on good terms, and took 
the roafl for Karass. In our progress, I could 
not help feeling sorry that our possessing the 
land, should be so galling to the natives ; for 
though, in point of law, the grievance be aa 
imaginary one, it is easy to conceive how hu« 
man nature must operate, as they glance at 
the land of their fathers^ sepulchres. It would 
require no mighty effort of genius for a bar* 
rister to shew, to ^e conviction of judge and 
jury, that the grievances complained of by the 
Highlanders of Scotland, -many of whom have 
been turned out of districts possessed by their 
fathers for centuries, are imaginary, and ought 
forthwith to be dismissed ; but in many cases, 
it would be found beyond the power of rheto* 
ric to convince them* their children, or even 
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their childreii^s children, that the farmers who 
now occupy their lands, have done them no in- 
jury.* 

Oct 28. Were visited at the missionJiouse 
by four Cabardians, among whom I was hap* 
py to recognise Teheir the Wyden, to whom; 
after disposing of his similitude of money^ I 
had yesterday illustrated the superiority of the 
Christian to the Mohammedan religion, by the 
similitude of two kinds of food, the one nutri*- 
tivOy the other unwholesome and noxiou8» One 
of his companions was an oldish man and a 
aoble^ the other two were of inferior rank. 
A number of books were on the table, and in 
other parts of the room, some of which being 
new, attracted their attention. We shewed 
them a few of them, which, it struck us^ might 
cflEcite thdr curionty, and lead to some usdTul 
eonversation, and, among others, a Helwew 
Bible and a Greek Testament, the one of 
whidi, we told them, contained the books 
whidi had come from God^ before the mani* 
festation o£ Christ ; the other, the books which 



* I have heard the nme grievances uiged or alluded to on 
Mher oeeaskms ; and tfaon^ the ooeapation of the landa by the 
mismonaTiWi is now an old story, the supposed iniquity of the 
thing isill long be remembered by the natives, and cast in 
ottf teeUi whenever it serves their purpose. 
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bad come from God after it, in the language 
in which they were respectively written. None 
of them could read books of any kind, but 
they could, nevertheless, recognize a difference 
between the Hebrew, and Greek, and Arabic 
characters, which they had been accustomed 
to see in the hands of scholars in their o¥m 
country, which opened up the way for at- 
tempting to remove certain vulgar prejudices, 
urged by the Mohamiiiedans against our 
books; as being modern compositions, the cor- 
rupted mutilated remains of books which had 
come from God, but which were now incapa- 
ble of being verified as an authentic e&hibition 
of his wilL The popular idea, in this quarter, 
is, that the law and the gospels have been lost, 
and that we, therefore, made it our care to 
impress them with the conviction that these 
were true copies of the books written by the 
prophets and apostles, under the inspiration 
of the Almighty, and that it was to these ori- 
ginals that the appeal was made among Chris- 
tians, from all the versions which had been 
made of them, into the various languages into 
which they had been translated. Read to 
them in Hebrew,* the promise made to Ab« 



* I was not awaze, fox some time, of the importance of 
producing the originals of the Scriptures, and reading parts of 
them in the presence of unlettered Mohammedans ; but did 
so as Mr Galloway said it might haye a good effect in pre- 
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raham« that in his seed all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed, from' which, on being 
thrown into Tartar by Mr Galloway, we took 
occasion to make known unto them, at con* 
siderable length, the history of the life and 
death of the Messiah promised unto the fa- 
thers in its connection with the sid^ation of 
his people. We set before them the necessity 
of Christ's death for the fulfilment of the 
Scriptures, and for the deliverance of perish- 
ing sinners from the curse of the Divine law ; 
and directed their attention to the influence of 
the belief of Christ^ death, in l^iding Chris- 



paring the way for remoying their prejudices. When he waa 
itinerating among them, they had often demanded the origi- 
nals of our Scriptures, and reckoned it little short of an cra^ 
sion, to he told the Christian EflTendis were poiMessed of 
them, and could read them ; and as the books were at hand, 
he wished to give them ocular demonstration. N« was it al- 
together in Tain ; for not to ipeak of the fayourable impres- 
non it made on the individuals that Were present, the news of 
it seems to have circulated in the ntighbourhood, and en- 
gaged the attention of the- liohsmmedaoa, one of whom, from 
Sultan riUage, (fifteen versts distant) having heard of the cir- 
cumstance, called to see the Tawrat Mr Galloway gave him 
the book of Oenesis, which has lately been published in Tar- 
tar. He answered, that waa not the book he wanted, snd on 
proceeding to describe it more particularly, it struck Mr Gal- 
loway it would be the Hebrew Bible. We produced and read 
part of it, and of the Greek Testament, offering suitable ex- 
planations and reflections as we went on, in all which he seem- 
ed to take a considerable Intereit. 

I. 
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tians to hate ein, which had been the cause of 
their Sayiour^s 8uffering»T— to admire the Ifwe 
of God in sending him into the irorld, ^d4 to 
keep fais.oommandments because .they had ^n 
redeemed by his bjood. In illustration of ti^ 
influence of evangelical faith, in foriaiog the 
character, we told them, that in our c^uqtrjr 
those wore found to be the best members, of 
society, who had the greatest re^ct for 
Christ ; and that, on the other hand, the wapl 
of faith in him was found to open the door to 
every kind of wickedness. Christ,, we remind- 
ed them, had come into ihe v;orld, not fqr apy 
one particular people, to the exclusion of 
others, but for the salvation of all that would 
receive him, whether they were Englishmen, 
Russians, or Cabardians ; and if they would 
acqept of him as their Saviour, they would 
find life unto their souls. Wb^nj about, to 
take thar leave of us, -the old man requested 
Mr Galloway to tell me, that his hdirt was re- 
freslied by the things he had heard from us ; 
and the rest of them joiaed hiip in tba](ik]|ig 
us for oar instructions, declaring that it m^ to 
hear of such things that they had called on 

Oct SI. Had the pleasure of another: visit 
from Teheir, accompanied by one of bis Ca» 

bardian friends. Made some enquiries re- 
specting the religious insljructjions given them 
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by tfa^ Effendis^ with a view to open the 
way for correcting their errors, and giving 
them such views of the truth as might appear 
suitable to their circumstances, and level to 
their capacities. In answer to our enquiries, 
they tdd us that their Effendis exhorted them 
to avoid Bin--*-to rep^it of past transgressions 
—oto pray to Gk>d at the stated seasons (five 
times a-day)— and to be punctual in paying 
tithes. These are the chief things required of 
true Mussulmaqs. A wish, on our part, for 
tHfermation respecting the efficacy of repent* 
ance;'led to a set of questions and answers, of 
which the following is a specimen * 

Q. Do your Effendis encourage the hope of 
forgiveness if you repent ? 

A. They do ; except in the case of great 
offenders, such as murderers, adulterers, &c. 
for the salvation of whom repentance will not 
do. 

Q. What then? Do your Effendis hold 
out no hope of salvation for such cbara^:- 
ters, on supposition their repentance is sin- 
cere, and leads to the amendment of their 
lives ? 

A. No : such persons must go to hell, ^ 

Qi Is there no salvation for them at all in 
your system ? 

A. In the case of murder, the criminal may 
escape the punishment of hell, by giving a 



/ 
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proper compensation to the friends of the mur- 
dered/ provided they agree to accept of it; 
otherwise, so far as they know, there was no 
hope for the murderer.* 



I'ving lieard their account of the Moham- 
medan creed, we acquainted them with the 
doctrines of Scripture respecting the evil of 



* Aooordxng to the Mobftmmedani, a penitent may enter- 
tain the hope of eee^ing the punidunent of oni rommiftud a- 
gainst God himself, in whole or in part, howerer aggravated-, 
because God is mercifiil and readj to focgtve ; but the case, 
thejr affirm, is altogether different when flagrant injuries have 
been done to our fellow-creatures, who have a right to insist 
on fall satisfaction, and, being leas merdful than God, often 
do 80. In this case, the cup of vengeance must be drunk to 
the dregn. In a convffsation we afterwards had with l^iille- 
vey Effendi, who gave this account of the matter, we endea- 
voured to point out the absurdity^ of the tenet, plausible 
though it appear to be, by adverting to the prmdples of ju- 
risprudence, in well regulated states among men, and to the 
relatioD in which the whole human race stand to God, as 
Judge of the universe, whose decisions must be regulated by 
the principles of justice and mercy revealed in his word, and 
not by the revengeftd caprice of stnfol mortals. The policy 
of the doctrine migbt, with the atheistical oounseUms, admit 
of some vindication, on the ground that it was likely to ope- 
rate as a powerful check on those lusts, whence come wars 
and fightings ; but the Judge of all the earth, indignant at the 
impious daring of the legislator of Mecca, has turned his wise 
policy into foobshneai, by sufiering his followers to become 
the victims of the ruthless spirit of murder, to a greater ex . 
tent, perhaps, than has been exemplified even among .the vo« 
taries of Juggemaut or Moloch. 
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sin, and the deplorable condition of the hu- 
man race, as being sinners by nature and prao 
tice, and pointed out to them our inability to 
work out. our own deliverance either by re- 
pentance or otherwise. We then directed 
their attention to the freeness and fulness of 
the gospel salvation, shewing them that, in 
consequence of our being made partakers, 
by faith of the righteousness wrought out by 
our Redeemer^ God is at once just and the 



And M tat their fcnuJei, it m»j be in truth Miertedy that, 
for the most part, their virtue it to be measured by the ttrict- 
nen of the watch set upon them by their husbands, who, hav- 
ing bought them with their money, reckon themselves intitled 
10 txeai them aft their daves, or by the dread of shame and o- 
tber evils, which the want of it will bring in its train in this 
life^ rather than by any i^prehensions which they have of the 
consequences of the resentment of their injured husbands and 
affronted kindred, in that wiuch is to come. In Astrachao, 
the wives or eonenbinesof the Persiana, were wont to look 
dmm npon the court-yard of the late mianon-houae, tfaxough 
tho iron grates of their windows, just as the prisoners in the 
tolbooths of Edinburgh and Glasgow do on passengers walk- 
ing at liberty, — a blessing, to the sweets of whid), alas ! poor 
ereatutess their hearts are strangers. Shot «p in their poMB, 
with orders to sit with their backs to their grated windows, I 
am told, they dan not steal even a passing glance at their fel- 
low-creatures, in presence of their lordly masters, without 
provoking their jealousy, and risking the effect of their resent- 
mcBtr Ladies of Beodaod, and other parts of die Btilish 
iilsr»: Ivok at the pictnre and weep ! The gospel of Chnst a.- 
hma CAB. eet them free. I leave it to youielvii to make the 
application. 

l2 
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justifier of him who believeth in Jesus. This 
last point we illustrated by the well-known 
giniilitude of a debtor who, on having his debt* 
paid by a surety, is set free by the judge ia 
perfect consistency with the principles of jus- 
tice. On hearing our illustration, they ex- 
claimed, this is just and right After endea- 
vouring to impress on their minds the solid 
confidence of the man who knows his debts are 
paid by a benefactor who has, moreover, be- 
come surety for him in time to come, compar- 
ed with that of the man who has nothing to 
plead but his penitential tears; we next ad- 
verted to the evidence we have that God is 
fully satisfied with the surety-righteousness of 
Christ, in that he raised him from the dead» 
received him into heaven, and invested him 
with universal power for the protection of his 
people, and for the destruction of their ene- 
mies. Nor did we neglect to give them a view 
of the nature of repentance and of the place 
which it holds in the Christian system, by 
pointing out the necessity of it, in order to our 
being made meet to be partakers of the in- 
heritance of the saints in light. It was so ffir 
satisfactory to observe them listening with ap- 
parent interest to these truths^ and ready to 
acknowledge their excelleooe and suitableness ; 
but distressing to think, as we had too much 
reason to do, that their hearts were little af- 
fected with their sense of their need of a Sa- 
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Tiour, and that tbe approbation they g$ye to 
them was as much out of complaisance, as from 
conviction. 



During our excursion to Naiman Tillage, 
Hagi-Cabak, Sec. the moral and religious de- 
gradation of the natives in the immediate vi- 
cinity of the colony, naturally became the sub* 
ject of discourse, and from them the transi- 
tion was easy to the situation of their breth- 
ren of the Mohammedan faith at a greater dis- 
tance« 

From the notices we had received, it ap- 
peared that, with proper precautions, the re- 
cesses of the mountains might be penetrated, 
in peaceful times, not indeed without danger, 
but with much less hai^rd than has often been 
risked by travellers, whose highest ambition 
was bounded by motives far inferior to those 
by which the Christian missionaries profess to 
be influenced. But from all accounts the af- 
fairs of -the mountains were so unsettled, and 
their minds so agitated by circumstances which 
it is unnecessary to describe, that there was 
greater risk of being taken for spies than at 
any former period for half a century past; 
and, as strong suspicion might, with them as 
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with other barbarians, pass for proofs it was 
easy to see, that if a European made the at- 
tempt, it must be at the risk of his life, till 
such time at least as the ferment subside. A 
large accessible field was still before us, how- 
ever, on the north of the Russian lines, peo- 
pled by Tartars characterised by much the 
same habits, moral and religious, with their 
countrymen in Naiman village ; and as winter 
was £Gist approaching, it became a question, to 
which of them it would be best to proceed, 
now that we had visited all the villages hard 
by the colony. East of Us, at the distance of 
two or three days journey, lay detachments of 
Getsan and Jambuluk Tartars, which bad 
been repeatedly visited by Mr Galloway ; and 
still farther east in Kislear steppe— "the Truk- 
men. On the north, at much the same dis- 
tance, were situated other detachments of Get- 
sans and Jambuluks who had also been visited 
by Mr Galloway, and whose place of abode 
might be approached, we were told, by a route 
con«iderablv west of the one he had been ac- 
customed to take, and which, though more 
circuitous, was recommended, by the consider- 
ation that it would lead us through a number 
of Tartar villages; some of which iiad never 
been visited by the missionaries since the days 
of Mr Brunton. On considering all circum- 
stances, we preferred an excursion to the last 
of these, for this, among other reasons, that I 
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could visit the eastern steppe south of the Cu« 
ma, without much additional travelling on my 
way back to Astrachan, whereas the tour to 
the north, while fully as convenient at pre- 
sent, did not possess the recommendation re- 
ferred to; if delayed till the spring. 



Tuesday^ Nov. 20. ^ In making our prepar- 
ations yesterday, and the morning for the pro- 
jected tour to the Jambuluks, our hopes of be- 
ing able to realize it, were considerably damp-, 
ed on feeling that, instead of the mild weather 
of last week, during part of which the heat, 
in the midst of the day, was such as to make 
our great coats rather an incumbrance, there 
was now a piercing cold, which announced the 
setting in of winter in the north, and awaken- 
ed our fears that it might be the forerunner of 
a storm. Judging it improper, however, to re- 
linquish the idea of attempting the tour on ac- 
count of an imaginary obstacle, which might 
or might not be realized, we resolved on pro- 
ceeding to Sultan village, from which we 
could either retrace our steps, if met by a snow 
storm, or continue our course, if the weather 
proved favourable. Left the mission-house a- 
bout half past three, and after taking a kind 
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of circuit past Naiman village^ along the east 
and north-eastern base of Gilantow, crossed the 
Cuma, and reached Sultan village a little after 
sun -set. The family where Mr Galloway was 
wont to lodge, being particularly engaged, in 
preparing a feast to be held ii> remembrance of 
a child of the Sultanas who had died some time 
before^ it was not convenient for them to per- 
form the rites of hospitidity ; but the incon- 
venience that might otherwise have resulted 
from this circumstance, was obviated by the 
kindness of Cutel Oughle Mohammed £ffen- 
di, who received us politely, and entertained 
us in a style so nearly resembling that of Eu-* 
ropeans, that, in as far as accommodation was 
concerned, we felt ourselves quite at home, 
Moliammed is considered as the most learned 
and sensible of the Effendis in this quarter. 
He reads Turkish with great ease, and is so 
much master of the language, as to be employ* 
ed by the Priestoff Sultan to interpret and 
answer letters from the Turkish authoritiesi 
with whom he has occasion to do business, As 
he has sometimes been employed in the ser-^ 
vice of the commanding general in this quar*^ 
ter, he has had more intercourse with men of 
rank among the Russians, than any Effendi in 
the neighbourhood, and, consequently, has 
had better opportunities of being well inforiB<- 
ed on general subjects, and seems to take a 
deeper interest in them than most of hisbreth- 
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ren. He i& a Circassian by birth, a ndiin* 
derstands the. language of bis CQuntrymeti 
well. 

,Tbe news of the day naturally engaged pur 
first attent^ioD, after the introductory civilitieB 
were over; and from the soliqtud^.of the £f* 
fe)D|di to learn whether there was any fo«inda« 
tion for the rumours afioat in tbe neigbboilT'* 
bood, respecting certain hostile, mpvements on 
tbe frontiers of Turkey, it was . evident be 
tool^ a . particular interest in the fate of tbilt 
einpire. This became still more i^yident frofm 
the grave style in which he began to catechisjp 
us, in reference to tbe opinions entertained by 
Ct)ristians in the west respecting (be time and 
fO^noer of its overthrow-<^n event wbich be 
himself seeiped to think was at no great dis^ 
tance. The truth i$« the fall ,ol tbe Turkish 
empire is classed, by the Mohammedan writ* 
ers, among the signs of the near approach of 
fbe day of judgment;, and although be affect- 
ed to disregard the circular letter, issued by 
the fraternity at JMecca, as being a manifest 
insposition, it is not at all improbable, that tbe 
paniq with which it struck the vulgar, in con- 
nectipn with the rumour, alluded. to, might 
have fn^ore influence than he was disposed to 
ac^nqwledge, in giving ai^ edge. to his enqqi- 
riep, .political aJ)d religious^ in reference to 
Turkey. . In answer, we stated, that in the o- 
pinion of some very respectable writers, who 
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professed to be guided by the predictions of 
the sacred writers, the empire of Turkey 
would become weaker and weaker, like a man 
in a consumption, till it breathed its last ; or 
dropping the figure, till it ceased to exist in its 
present form. From this, it was in my heart 
to give him a sketch of the opinions entertain- 
ed by Christian expositors, respecting the 
darkness which overspread the Roman empire 
before the capture of Constantinople by the 
Turks, and then to glance at the manner in 
which that darkness had been in part, and 
would afterwards be totally, dispelled by the 
light of the gospel ; in connection with the 
eonsequences to result from it, in the confer* 
sion of the whole world to the Christian faith. 
But as he exercised the privilege of asking 
questions in his own house, and did so in a 
manner that had a claim on our attention as 
men and Christians, we found it most eligible 
to allow the conversation to run in the channel 
marked out for it by the nature of the ground, 
and to watch our opportunity for introducing 
such remarks of our own, as, it struck us, 
might be for edification as well to the Effendi 
himself, as to servants and others who over- 
heard us. The following is an abstract of the 
questions proposed by him, in reference to a 
subject^ which I find is frequently in the 
mouths of the Tartars, vise. The character of 
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the persons who must go to hell at their 
death :— - 

Q. Do you suppose there is any class of 
men, in particular, who are certainly doomed 
to the punishment of hell ? 

A. By nature all are sinners, and conse- 
quently liable to the punishment of hell, unless 
they are brought to repentance ; but we do not 
believe that there is any one tribe in particu- 
lar, of whom it can be said that hell is to be 
th^ doom. 

Q. What is a sinner ? # 

A* A person who violates the law of God, 
in thought, word, or deed ; and as none can 
plead guiltless at the bar of justice, the conse- 
quence is that all are sinners. 

Q. Are there any particular individuals 
whom you take it upon you to doom to hell at 
their death, as being incorrigibly wicked ? 

A. We do not consider it as our province to 
judge of the destiny of any individual, by 
name, though we often have our fears ; but as 
all are, by nature, nnners, and under the 
eurse of the Divine law, we venture, from the 
word of God, to declare, with respect to such 
and such characters, that except they repent, 
it is impossible for them to escape the damna* 
tion of hell. 

Ha\dng thus catechised us with a view to 



ascevtaio oiir opinioDi^' he prooeeded la declare 
his own, by remarking, that they (the Mohanw 
medans) presumed to judge of no man^s state 
after his death, how mcked soever he might 
appear to be ; beeause a person who^ had done 
many bad things known to men, might ako 
have done many good things, of whiek they 
were ignorant, and wJiic^ being wieU known 
to G<k], m^ht secure hunfiiTOur, and save 
hin» from hell 1 In r^ly^ we obsewed^ that 
no good works, which ift was in; At- pam/sM 
of sinful mortals to perform, could mevii the 
Divine favoiii^ or serve aa an atonement . fi>r 
bad actionsi-^that a man living in the open 
practiee of sin, appeaved to be oathq open raad . 
to destr<AatiQn-<-aii4 tbat» as evwry man^a state 
is fixed at death, thene oottld be na hqpe c^ 
those whose minds, at thai solemti houc, were 
*^ eQiAity against God^"^ Qn hearing thia i^ 
mark,. }j». admitted: tbali living in sioi waa ».k- 
heUioft against 6od» indioalive of a. heart, so 
mucK 9it »mAty mlb him, aa te^ leane the mr 
ner Ujt^o to hope fori from, any geod de^. bet 
might buitre done— *ti9iQagh I hme my fi^rs^. 
tb^l^ he did ii9t mean, to be uodjsi stood, a^ i^. 
TifHwckfig the balaneing system oC Itfobamm^ 
dansi, Q^en in ija applicatiPQ to. those^ wb» dfts 
wijihwit eKperiendAg' a change of. heectk 

Meanwhile, it struck me, that out riem^i 
of the merit of works of righteousness, per- 
feeo9e4 by fallen maiv wigt^b^ eaJiiblted. with 



137 

•ttflfeient perspicuify^ by •dtcrtiag to the 
«ipinio«s enterfeaincd on this 8iibj«et« by o6a- 
tendiDg parties tn Europei Mid that by fdUow- 
nig this plan, we migfat expoie the weakoeee of 
the Afohamnedaa doctritiee, on dieqUeMon 
iU issue, with less risk of kindliBg the iadiipar 
taonofour host, or ^beio^ bewildered in the 
mases of his erude theology, than by attempt- 
img A professed tefutatioB of bis dogmas. We 
tbeiiefore pFooeeded to liate, tbat^ffiein^oes of 
opioien prevailed Miottg Effiendis ia Euiope, 
as to the merit of «ork&, jast as differences of 
opkuon obtained aftioog thtina (tb^ MohaouDf* 
daos) oil various qvestions ooanected mth the 
i«%kNi of tbMT founder 4 thsA some supposed 
tbemseives capable ofiperfiHiaing services at 
pleasure, which were really meritorious ia the 
sight of God ; and that if they <tid so, they 
woohl of course bring m the Almighty as their 
debtor : — that oth^s believed^ that of them- 
selves they could dp nothing,—- that their best 
works possessed no real merit, and that it was 
to the righteousness of Christ alone they were 
to look for just^cation and aalvation :«^that 
the Effendis who Uught there was no intrinsic 
merit in good works, nevertheless exhorted 
their people most earnestly to practise tbem, 
en^rt^g their exhortations by all the argu- 
ments they could think of:— that on observing 
the effects produced by those cppo»te systems, 
un the minds of those who CDtdially embraced 
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theiDi it was found that, in pcnnt of fact, those 
who professed to renounce all confidence in 
good works, abounded most in the practice of 
them, whereas the conduct of those who con- 
tended they were meritorious, was, for tlie 
most part, at variance with their profession :— 
that our Lord had told us, that as a tree was 
known by its fruits, so were men known by 
their works, and sound or false doctrines by 
their effects; and that finding the fiuth of 
those who renounced all confidence in works, 
to be most productive in the fruits of right- 
eousness, and the doctrine itself to be clearly 
revealed in the scriptures, we were not asham- 
ed to acknowledge ourselves the disciples of 
this school, nor to recommend its doctrines to 
others. 

To these statements, and to the remarks 
oflered in illustration of them, the Effendi list- 
ened without stating any objections that took 
us much out of our road, and we therefore 
proceeded to state farther, that, disclaiming all 
confidence in good works, (though we still 
maintiuned them to be necessary) we made it our 
business to exhort men to trust in Christ, who 
had wrought out a perfect righteousness, and 
in doing so, had firm ground to go upon : for 
that Christ being a holy person, and fully qua^ 
lified for his work, had yielded a perfect obe- 
dience to the Divine law. God had declared 
his acceptance of Christ^s obedience, by raising 



1S9 

ktn from ibe dead* madf tommfpuMljt thai 
when sinners are made partakers of bis right- 
eousness by faith, they bad nothing to fear 
from dae curse of the law, whereas those who 
trust in their owa works, build on a founda- 
tion of sand, which can never be trusted ; it 
bang impossible ibr them to say, to the sa« 
tisfaction of aa awakened conscience, in what 
cases their works may be considered ae sufi- 
dently meritorious to entitle them to the fa* 
Tour of God, and rescue tbem firom perdi- 
tion. 

In diseoucsing on these things, we endea- 
voured so to order our statcfkaents and ex{da» 
nalory f^marks, as to obviate the ejections 
which, we were aware, would oocur as natural- 
ly to a Mohammedan, as to a Pelagian or a 
Boman Catholic, and concluded by remarking, 
that, as these are the doctrines of scripture, we 
taught them to all men, in the confidence that 
they were the truths c^ God. During the 
conversation, the countenance of the Effendi 
became more sedate and thoughtful ; and from 
his jooks and whole deportment, it struck my 
brother Mr Galloway, that he began to feel, 
in some measure, that the vaunted good works 
of sinful men, were juat the foundation of sand 
wbich we described them to be, or, which a- 
mouota to much the same thing, that he be- 
trayed a want of confidence in the soundness 

u2 
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of the ^nciples with which be set out, and 
feared attempting a defence of them. 

Nov. 3. The morning fair, but cold, and 
still threatening a storm. Resolved, however, 
to prosecute our journey, and made arrange- 
ments accordingly. After enquiring how we 
had rested, the Effendi put several questions, 
which led to a desultory conversation, respect- 
ing the coincidence of the conversion of the 
Jews, with the destruction of Antichrist. In 
the course of the conversation, he asked us 
what were the prevailing opinions among 
Christians respecting Antichrist? Who they 
supposed him to be ? Who was to have the 
honoui^of destroying him p And in what man- 
ner was his destruction to be effected? In 
answer, we gave him a brief sketch of the o- 
pinions aitertained by the expositors of Scrip- 
ture prophecy, in as far as our information en- 
abled us. Finding, from our account of the 
matter, that, by the term Antichrist, we did 
not mean any particular individual, but a 
system of corruption, managed by a succes- 
sion of pretenders, influenced by a spirit of 
opposition to the truth as it is in Jesus ; and 
that, while we believed he was to be destroyed 
by ^Uhe breath of ChrisCs mouth, and the 
brightness of his coming,^ we were nevertheless 
ignorant of the doctrines of the Coran upon 
the subject, or indisposed to give them credit ; 
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he begged leave to state some particulars re- 
specting the rise of Antichrist, his confinement, 
and his final destruction by the Messiah. Hay- 
ing signified our willingness to hear him, he 
told us, that Antichrist had appeared in the 
world so early as the time of their prophet 
Mohammed, who had seen him, and foresemng 
that, if permitted to loam at large, he would 
do much mischief, had prayed the most High 
God to shut him up, so as to prevent him do* 
ing the mischief he intended,— that God, hav- 
ing been pleased to hear the prayer of Mo- 
hammed, caused a cloud to descend from hea» 
yen, in the midst of which, when divided or 
broken down into small portions, he was car- 
ried off to some unknown region in the east, 
the situation of which no man knew :-«that in 
process of time, antichrist would escape from 
his confinement, to the great annoyance of 
the inhabitants of the earth, but would at 
last be checked in his career of wickedness 
by Messiah, who was to descend from hea* 
ven ^n person, near the white tower of Da- 
mascus, and kill him with his own hand. Of 
this account of the confinement and final de- 
struction of Antichrist, we did not attempt a 
formal refutation, as we saw no good purpose 
to be answered by doing so— but took occa- 
sion, once more, to advert to the Antichrist 
whose rise and fall is foretold in the New Tes- 
tament, to the converfflon of the Jews, and the 
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imtveml cBffttsioii of tbe Chrkiiaii knowledge ; 
end ooacloded, by remarkisigt ihet, vhSe 
there were ▼artous questioBt respectiflg tbe 
time» ead meai j otber cireuBastances ooonected 
with dhe fiilfilment cf those predictions, about 
wWeh lihe best ChmtiaQS differed in ophnioa* 
widioitt beit^, on that account* alienated 
fiom eadi olber in beart, there was one point 
in wbiefa they all agreed, namely, that << with* 
out koUness no man could see the Lord,^ and 
that fer ihts reason faithful Christian aums* 
tars, instead <}{ spending too much time in dis- 
CHSsing the questions above adverted tD, made 
jl thehr business to iimpiiesB the hearts of tb^r 
bearers with a sense of tbe necessity of coming 
to Cbriet, and thus securing their eternal sal- 
vation ; well knowing, it would profit them lit- 
tle, that their opinions respecting the time and 
manner of the fulfilment of those predictions 
were correct, if their souls were lost, whereas if 
their souls were safe, a mistake on these points 
was of less consequence. To the truth of 
these practical hints, he assented, and tbe so- 
lemn air which we remarked in his oounte- 
nance, towards tbe close of last nigbt^s oonver- 
sation, once mare took place, of tbe sprightly 
ease which played in bis looks, when reliears- 
ii^ the adventures of Antichrist, and bis de- 
struction by the Messiah at the white tower 
of Dam»cus. Further we could not pene- 
trate. 
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Called upon the Sultan, who received us 
courteously. Conversed with liini a few 
minutes, on general subjects, and answered his 
desultory inquiries respecting the manners and 
customs of the English, of whom his ksow- 
ledge is greater than could well have been an- 
ticipated in a man who, though chief among 
his brother Sultans, can scarcely read his own 
language. He had, however, been at Peters- 
burg in his youth, where, from his hereditary 
dignity, and the rank he holds in the Russian 
service,* he had access to good company, and 
being a shrewd man, and apparently of an in- 
quisitive turn of mind, his knowledge of the 
politics of Europe, and other common place 
topics, is considerable. As circumstances were 
not favourable for entering into a particular 
conversation with him on the subject of reli- 
gion, we took our leave of his highness, who 
was pleased to say he was happy we had call- 
ed—and by the time we reached our lod^ngs, 
John had the telega, &c. nearly ready for our 
departure. Having thanked the Effendi for 
his kind attention, we bid him good morning, 
about nine o^clock, and took the road for the 
Tartar villages on Cullish water, about thirty- 
five versts distant, in a direction nearly no^th 



* The Sultan has the title and pay of a Russian General, 
and acta m Priestoff among the Taitara in this quarter. 
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fay aoiilKwesf. 'Dined in die open field, or 
vteppt, about mid-dajr, oa the mm'gin of « 
small brook, the waters of which were dear «s 
«hrjBtel, but on taating ibeai^ it was found 
thejr were brackkh^ and oonsequently Ul suited 
Sot quettehing our thirst ; but as the dftj was 
coldt we felt the less inoouveiuenoe, and baviug 
refneshed ourselveson our travelling stores, we 
oantiaued our eousBe up a riang ground £» a 
green tuoiulus ; <m reaching which, we were 
told bj the sentinel on doty there^ that we had 
SMssed our road, having followed a paih which 
Jeads to a Ruanan yillgge of the same name 
further east, instead of the one which leads to 
the Tartar villi^^ to, which we meant to pro- 
ceed. The sentind shewed us a cross road, 
however, by following which we ra^ht reach 
the one we bad lost, without being under the 
necessity of retracing our steps. Following his 
direcUons, we reached a cardon of Cozaks, who 
poiofted out the road we were in quest of, 
which we reached about three o^dock. A lit- 
tie before five, the Cullish villages, iii number 
eight or ten, appeared in sight, at the distance 
of a few versts, beautifully situated on the 
north side of a pleasant valley, at the bottom 
of a declivity; tbe surface of which was a- 
domed with herbage of the finest green I 
recollect of having seen, on such a large scale, 
since I left my native country. 

Reached the village, just as the sun had 
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siiiik Mtow th» borisoB. QaUed. ok tbe Mir- 
za, but found be was bom borne. Hk Gnnadn. 
faOMSe)^ bow«verv wa» open fiw .nei and». in tb* 
o^ttvte of ft fkw iiiBiitas,^ vie bad tbe pleatule 
of teeing a Uamig tiigsb^ bindled hj} one ei 
bia letaineiri^ coaqpoeed of cabea of diy dung^ 
and %l»ir ebips of wood, pikd np for TentHa*^ 
tiooy in » styk tbat would baoie done na dii?^ 
bonoor to Count Rumford^ Wbik;^ wmor 
a^tea, Om Miiw letusned fiont an exciuaiim 
he :b9d bee» making into & ncjgbfaouaiigt vil-! 
Uigo» and welcomed us taour kd^gft. J^Stg^ 
tea, we entered into coaveBsatiiitt wiftb a mk 
BpeoMUe looUng old nun,. who.bad.lakeBibii. 
seat OD ft oake of dung near thai fivB^ HftloUh 
ue bo could not Mad» bnt onderstooed tbet 
Effmdi bad a copy o£ die: New Tbslainent, 
wbiehv be waa ibibnned^ onotabifid a gpeai 
nMHiy good things, Uhnided^ luiwever^. witfij 
tbingft that we»e bad« and wbichi. of eoufset; 
ought, to be gnaidod i^ioit*. H& oould not 
telli ua« wfaad the ofanoxioua do^riaea werc^ nm 
did beasen totcare nmeb ^ ik being 8uffieiefiifc» 
fbr bint to knemii atk tbe aiKftiod^jr of thei 
Bffendiv that: tbey wem* deogeaoua^ Sem: wes 
took ooGBsion tof infinrm. bin^ tboC:.tbe book 
waafiNan 6od^ and tba^. sa far fiam^ heiog> 
dapgeraii% it oontened toitha of the utoios^ 
impontaaoe^for eveigxrnian. to know^ but that, 
maajroondeinoedii becaiMesthey dialiked itib 
doetiineHandflOttld not bear liie. {jlainoesa with 
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which it reproved th«r bad qualities^ Src. For 
example, it declared that, by nature, all men 
were tioners— 4hat in their conduct they act- 
ed the part of rebels against God,-^hat thqr 
were doomed to misery, on aooount of their 
nos, and could do nothing f<Mr their deliva^ 
anoe, and consequently were on the verge of 
destruction ; that, on account of these and 
many other truths, there were multitudes in 
all ages who conceived a dislike at the hook^ 
but in so doing, they acted very foolishly, as 
these were things which it was of the greatest 
consequence for them to know and believe, and 
the rather, that the same book made known 
to men a Saviour, who was able to save them 
firom misery, and bring them to haj^iness. 
We added, that the name of this Samur was 
Jesus. Jesus I replied the old man ; and who 
is Je$us ? I never heard of him before. We 
answered that Jesus was the Messiah, of whom 
he must have heard, who was promised to the 
prophets and ' others in ancient times, . and 
asked^ if he had any wish to hear concerning 
him. He said that he had ; which encouraged 
us to mention a few plain things about the 
names of Jesus, and his ability to save. When 
discoursing on the character of Jesus, and ad- 
verting to the glory of his person sis being Ioh 
nanuel God with us, a student who was pie- 
sent, began to mutter some things in the eara 
of the other Tartars who had assembled in the 
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Conack^house, jwith a view to dimiade them 
fi«ai listeniog— -such «, What could Joim dm 
for their deliverance P And by a little manoBti- 
srering, he succeeded in persuading all of them 
ta withdraw, save die old man, whottiH main«- 
tmned his position, and bdng willing to hear, 
we gave him a hbtorioal sketdi of the life and 
death cf Christ, as being mcne level to his ca- 
pacity, in die -first Instance, than an dbstraet 
disquisition on the peculiar doctrines of the 
Goqiel, dewing him, as we went on^?tbat the 
•ame cfislike to 4he truth, iriiich led men lo 
eondemn Uie book now, had led the Jewi^ in 
fonnor times, to rgect the Saviour, and cry 
oist. Crucify him, crucify him 1 Nor did we 
vegleet tdling him die design of Chrises 
deadi, and the efficacy of his blood in cleaning 
die aoul from rin. After listening, for a dme, 
widi apparent intenest, the old man broke sil* 
'cooe, «nd averred that diese were very good 
thinjgs. Yes I it was surely a very excellent 
ibi^'in Jesus to do such things for men. On 
obsierving the looks, and hearing the acknow« 
ledgements, of this plain unlettered villager, 
we remarked to eadi other, that if he had not 
the opposition of the EiFendis, and the scorn 
of the multitude to encounter, hopes might be 
ealertained that he would, without much 
gainsaying, submit to be instradted in the do&- 
trines of the cross^ and though our herpes were 
not sanguine, we felt refreshed, after our ride, 
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by the idea that probably aome good might 
have been done, and were prepared to apeak 
with greater boldness in the name of Jesus. 
^ Meanwhile the old man retired, and the ' 
student returned from the pious work of send* 
ing the other yillagers to their respeeliYe 
homes, lest they should be infected with our 
pestilential doctrines, and with a determined 
look, demanded of Mr Galloway why we gare 
the name Rabb (Lo|rd) to the Mesnah. ' It was 
answered, bediuse he is our Master,* a teach- 
er come from God, and our king, to whom we 
yielded ttie obedience of willing subjects. 
When Mr Galloway was prooeediiq^ to expfadn 
our Tiews more at length, the student' inter- 
rupted him by vociferating, with a sarcastic 
tone, which it would not be easy to imitate. 
How ^an Christ save from nn ? Judging it 
better to answer this query, than prosecute the 
discussion about the meaningof the Arabic word 
rabb^ in its application to the 'Messiah, we en- 
deavoured to do so with all the plainness and 



* Rabb (or Rabbt) ii an Aiabie woid, ftom te nma roM 
with the Hebrew or Syriae word Rabbi, sa often applied to 
our Lord, and other teachers, in the New Testament. Among 
clasrie Arabic writers, it is often used in much the same sense 
as it is by the Evangelists ; but as it seems to be applied bf 
the Mohammedans, in this quarter, almoat exclviively to the 
8aprcoie Being, they eonsidsr the i^pUcation of it to the Mes- 
siah, as bh»phemy. 
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force of eyidenoe in our power ; but found it 
impracticable to make the remarks bear on his 
refractory soul ; as Mr Galloway was scarcely 
allowed to finish half a sentence at a time, with- 
out being interrupted by some new question, or 
stopt short by some new objection. I then re« 
quested Mr Galloway to tell him, that if he real- 
ly wished to know how Christ Jesus saved his 
people from their sins, it was necessary for him 
to pause till we had told him a few particulars 
in their order, after which we should hear his 
objections, otherwise it was impossible for us 
to make him understand any thmg on the sub- 
ject* Having signified his willingness to follow 
this order, we explained to him the doctrines 
of Scripture respecting the manner in which 
sinners are saved from the guilt of sin by faith 
in the atonement of Christ, and from its'*; pUu- 
tions by the influence of his Spirit After 
hearing thus far, in silence, he introduced a 
question which, so far as I can recollect, was 
the only one proposed by him which had the 
appearance of being the result of sober reflec* 
tion. It was this : How could the offering 
made by Christ be an atonement for the sins 
of all that were to be saved ? for those who 
Kved before he came into the world, for those 
who were alive at his death, and for those who 
should believe in him to the end of time ? We 
answered, it was on account of the infinite 
value of the sacrifice which he offered. The 
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If 6Mah was named Immanuri, God whh ub^ 
•-4ie gare bis life a ransom for man7^--4or all 
that should believe in him-— and the Fatfaer 
having accepted of bis offering, it was, bj eon^ 
sequence, effectual for seemring their eternal 
salvation. Availing himself of our promise td^ 
bear and answer his questions, he asked us fiuv 
ther, How could Christ atone fcnr die sins of 
others, when be was a sinner himself? We de^ 
nied the- assumption on which the obgectioii 
implied in the question, was fimnded, assuring 
him that the Scriptures, which Were the word 
of God, declared explicitly that be bad no 
sin, reminding him, at <he same time, of the 
doctrine of their own Effendis, who contend 
that certain of the ancient prophets, and, a^ 
mong others, the Messiah, were altogether free 
fronv*! On being convicted of ignorance ol 
bis own system^ the fierceness of his speech 
and looks underwent a considerable abate- 
ment ; instead of the air of defiance with which 
be approached the field, we could observe a 
disposition to pay some little deference to the 
statements of his antagonists ; and though, at 
its commencement, our interview had mudi 
Ibe appearance of a pitched battle, yet, to- 
wards its close, it assumed the aspect of a 
friendly conversation, and, of course, afforded 
greater facilities for giving him a view of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, which we endeavoursd 
to improve to the best advantage. 
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Nod. 4. On awaking from sleep, a little be- 
fore day-break, I overheard Mr Galloway and 
John in conversation with each other respect- 
ing the intensity of the cold, which they felt 
much more than I did, in consequence of not 
having provided themselves with a blanket, 
but trusted to their shubes, which, though an 
excellent contrivance for resisting the cold bjr 
night or by day, would have required an ap- 
pendage in the Conack-house, in the clay- 
coated wattled walls of which^ the chinkiT were 
suflSciently large to suffer the light, and con- 
sequently the wind, to penetrate, while a chim- 
ney, of spacious diameter, served the double 
purpose of a conductor to the cold of the at-^ 
mosphere from above, and of an outlet for the 
heat which had been diffused throughout our 
tenement by the fire at which we had warmed 
ourselves before going to bed. 

After breakfast, were visited by several of 
the Tartars who had heard of the arrival of 
missionaries at the Conack-house. One of 
them read part of the third chapter of Johft^s 
gospel, from whic^h we took occasion to. ask 
him what he supposed might be meant by the 
new birth. His answer was more satisfactory 
than was. anticipated. " The new birth is. a 
chapge of heart, in consequence of which it be- 
comes more pure.^ The means he recom- 
mended for attaining it, however, were quite 

of the Mohammedan stamp-r-fasting and pray- 
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9tf and particularly a pilgrimage to Mecca, 
which he neemed to consider as a kind of ape* 
cific. Having heard bis account of the mat- 
ter, we proceeded to give him a view of the 
manner in which the heart is cleansed through 
the blood and Spirit of Christ, but had fcaro»- 
ly begun when he affected to have business 
which required his attention elsewhere, and re- 
tired. 

Having been informed there was an Effendi 
hard by, we took the liberty of calling at his 
house, but found he was from home. Took a 
walk thence along the north of the CuUi^li wa- 
ter, in quest of another £&ndi at some dis- 
tance, who, we understood, was a man of con- 
sequence in his profession, and a theolo^cal 
tutor. In our progress, were met by four 
young men, who entered into conversation 
with us, and on seeing a copy of the New Tes- 
tament, enquired very particularly what the 
cost of it might be, and how we came to put 
ourselves to the trouble and expence of travelU 
ing about with such books, and giving them 
away for nothing. We told them, the friends 
of truth, in our country, had found unspeaka* 
tde advantage from the perusal of the Testa- 
ment, and understanding that they, and many 
cdiers in different quarters of the earth, were 
destitute of it, and ignorant of the salvation 
which it had revealed, had associated together, 
but the purpose of bearing the expence^ and 
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that ia so doii^^ tbey wane influeaced by iha 
bigheit and purest motives—bve to the ioub 
of men, and a derire to promote the glory of 
God. From discournng about the way Ihe 
book had been sent to them, we proceeded to 
flpeak of the contents of it, and of the imporl- 
anoe of the knowledge of them, in order to the 
enjoyment of eternal life. One of them re- 
plied, that the institutions of the New Testa- 
ment were now abolished, and that the book 
kself was obsolete. We assured them, thai 
in this they had been misinformed, as the doc* 
trines and ordinances of Jesus Christ were still 
sn force, and would continue so till the end of 
the world : and as they seemed disposed to 
hear what we had to say about a religion 
which, among their countrymen, <^ was eyery 
where spoken against,**^ we gave them a short 
account c£ some of the leading truths of the 
gospel respecting our glorious Redeemer, and 
the way of life and salvation through his me- 
diation. 

At the breaking up of the conversation, 
found, that the Effendi^s house was still at a 
greal distance, and as a dark cloud, which 
overhung the horizon, began to distil some 
drops of rain, it struck us, it would be more 
eligible to return to our quarters, where it 
was probable some of the Tartars might be 
waiting for us, and to visit him, if circum- 
stances permitted, in the afternoon. On our 
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way back to the Conack-house, we noticed 
tome Tartar women in conversation with each 
other, one of whom recognised Mr Galloway, 
and seemed remarkably happy to see him. She 
was from Naiman village, and had a par- 
ticular respect for the missionaries^ in conse- 
quence of having derived much benefit fnwi 
some medicines she had received from Mr Pa« 
terson, to which, indeed, she adverted in 
speaking to my friend, to whom it occurred, 
she was very probably the person who, in the 
opinion of herself and neighbours, had been 
possessed by the devil, who kept his habitation 
in defiance of the prayers of the Efiendis, the 
reading of the Coran, &c: till he was at length 
dislodged by some medicines given her by Mr v 
Paterson, who, of course, got the credit of 
easting him out. In this, however, he was 
mistaken, but the mistake led him to mention 
this curious circumstance, and gave occasion to 
several remarks respecting the popular opinions 
entertained in this part of the country in refer- 
ence to denioniacs, and the means adopted by 
the Eflendis for the cure. For the benefits re- 
ceived by herself and her neighbours from the 
attention of the missionaries, the woman seem- 
ed to be really thankful in her own way, yet 
it was painful to observe what a, powerful hold 
the prejudices of her country still had of her 
mind ; for no sooner had we turned our backs, 
than Mr Galloway overheard her whispering 
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to die bystanders, >* The missinitaries Brejerj 
kind ebligii^ neighlsourB^ but dangerous peo* 
(de, as they nmke it thdr.bamess to, speak a- 
gainst the prophet.^' 

Before reaching our fe^ngs, Mr Galloway 
was accosted by a person who had seen htm 
bcfere ia the ¥iUage» and baying accepted an 
fRTitation to call at his house, we fcmnd it 
nearly full of a ccMnpanj of jovial Tartars^ 
naking theBSselves merry with boaa, a kind of 
fermented liquor made from millet, and bear- 
iwg a distant resemblance to ale, like wbidi, 
when taken in large quantities, it ascends into 
the upper story, and makes them talkatire. 
Our host, a sob^ decent-looking man, shewed 
m to a seat, and the circumstance of my being 
a stranger in the country, led to a number of 
qoesiions and answers, which Mr Galloway so ^ 
fittanaged as to make them bear upon the de- 
8^ of our vint, but found it extremely diffi- 
cult to secure their attention, as sometimes a 
number of them bawled out at once, each with 
a question of his own,--K)ne demanding why 
Christians, eat swine^s flesh, another why they 
call Messiah Babb, &o« in such a tumultuous 
manner^ that the idea of bringing them to 
listen to a discourse, seemed hopeless. At 
length, however, Mr Galloway succeeded in 
securing attention for perhaps six or eight 
minutes, after which they resumed their form- 
er plan of interrupting him, by proposing im 
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p^tinent or curious questions. From one of 
these, however, ncmely, Who was to destroy 
Antichrist? we took occasion to say a fewtWgs 
about the gospel of Christ, which, we told 
them, was to be the chief instrument of bis de- 
struction ; endeavouring, at the same time, to 
correct their mistaken notions respecting bim. 
Some of them, we had reason to tbink, would 
bare listened to us willingly, bad. we thought 
it eligible to prolong our visit, but the hearts 
of the greater part of th^m were fixed on 
something else; and as our situation was 
tieariy as unfavourable for religious instruc- 
tion, as an alehouse would be in our native 
country, we brought our remarks to a close, 
and having taken our leave of them, returned 
to the Conack-house. Found there were none 
of the Tartars in waiting at our lodgings, and 
but few of them to be seen out of doors. It 
appeared, indeed, that, in several respects, ctr* 
cumstances were much less favourable for col-, 
lecting an audience than was anticipated. A 
great part of the villagers, we understood, 
were at a fair in Alexandrofskie, about thirty- 
five versts distant, while others were engaged 
with their hay, which, after having allowed it 
to stand in the field, in the surroundiug coun- 
try, till the labours of harvest were over, they 
were bringing to the villages before winter set 
in. Add to this, that the weather being cold, 
and the day wettish, there was no inducement 
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for such as were disengaged to collect on the 
green bemde the Conack-house* where we 
might have made tip to them, and drawn them 
into conversation. Consequently it was only 
by jcalKng at their houses, or taking a turn 
through the villages, that we coufd expect 
lo find an opportunity of conversing with 
theoi. 

■' After dinner, accordingly, . we got our ki* 
bitki ready for taking a ride to the house of 
Jafer Eflendi, but had proceeded only a short 
way, when some of the villagers called out to 
us, as we passed along, <^ Have you got any 
thing to sell ?^ Come here, said Mr Galloway, 
and I will shew you something. Instantly, 
two xxt three of them wore at our elbow, and, 
to make his promise good, Mr Galloway 
shewed them a copy of the New Testament, 
recommending it to them as a book which 
shewed them the way of salvation. In con- 
versmg with them at greater length, we as« 
sumed the principle, that all men were natur- 
ally fond of happiness, and as they at once ad- 
mitted the truth of the maxim, we thence took 
occasion to shew them there was only one way 
in which thi» desire could be gratified, viz. by 
tiding the word of Gk>d for their guide. Our 
audience increased as we proceeded to tell 
them, that this was the way in which all the 
.patriarchs and prophets had sought for hap. 
piaess, and found it, and that the disciples of 



Cbrist followed the same fMitb that )i9d been 
pursued by the fiuAful in former times, Za 
tbe course ct m few^niiHites, our kildtld wa% 
in a manner, Burreuaded witb appUoemts £ar 
books, and otbensi wbo had oeme to .the apot to 
see irbat'iras going on. 

Had we been di^jsed to i^ve a Testament 
to every petitioner, we might soon have itis- 
posed of all that we had bvoug^ along with 
ns ; but expeoienee had taught my btethrentto 
pioeeed with the utmost caution, in diacb^^ 
iQg the anportant trust reposed in them, by 
the generottty of the Chri^ian public. Freo 
of auspicbn, they had, fora time«lheen;iaiJbe 
habit of giving a copy rto every penon toho 
could lead, and was wiUing to receive it, insy, 
Ifafif even mrged ihem to accept of ^it, and 
thought thftt, in so doing, they had been in- 
struknental in. putting the word «f ^lod inio 
the liands of their fieUow^mortals, whiim jCobo- 
sify, )iR the absence of higher |)nncipks,>mgbi 
had to gl#nce f^du contents, and whose bearto 
a^ht thus be touehed wilh the views it.gavie 
tbemof their need ^f the Saviour^ and 0I ^he 
fuitableneas of his .sanation to 'their mxomm^ 
sUn<i6a But finding, to their no jmall.grief 
andastonidunenty that nat.afewof ftbefSfio^ 
hammedaos made it their business rto aafc Tes- 
taments, ^without tile fieraotest infeentioQ ^df 
reading them, and, 1 so far as dould be 
tained, for the isoie purpose of providiii^ 4 
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selves, at an easy rate, with covers for the Co- 
ran and other books, recommended by their 
teachers; while the sacred volume, which 
they had promised to read, was destroyed or 
thrown aside as waste paper; they altered 
their plan, and now they seldom give away a 
copy of the Testament, till, by sounding the 
petitioner respecting his views, or inquiring 
into his character, they obtain some faint evi- 
dence that he really intends to peruse it—- with 
a promise, if the case seem to require it, that 
he will on no account destroy the word of 
God. In distributing tracts, they are, for ob- 
vious reasons, less scrupulous. On the pre^ 
sent occasion, Mr Galloway proceeded with 
his usual caution. Among others, there was a 
young lad who could, with difficulty, read a 
few simple sentences from a scripture cate- 
chism, which was put into his hand to ascer- 
tain what he could do. He laid the catechism 
post, and said he would have a copy of the 
New Testament. We asked him for what 
purpose, as he could not read it ? He replied, 
he would use it as a school-book, but with 
looks and gestures which betrayed a conscious- 
ness diat he had somey>ther end in view. Mr 
Gdloway told him, if he wished to iiseit as a 
schooUbook, the catechism was mudb better 
for him, in the first instance, and if he made a 
good use of it, he might have a Testament 
jifterwards. He refused, however, to take a 
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fiafurliigini or any other small faookt^ keepiiig 
biB aje fixed on the neat binding of the Tettar 
ment I& these (mofflstaaoes, Mr GaUoway 
felt constrained to say hkn, nay, there bong 
little room to doQbt that it was the cover of 
the book, and not the contents of it^ that he 
wished to be possessed' of. 

Having disposed of this casei we condnned 
• our discourse, on the public road, fe^ectiiig 
theoharaeter and work of the Messiah^ ttll.an 
advanced stodent, who, in the absence of his 
master, affected to have some authorhj over 
the crowd, took it upon him to drive them^ a- 
waj forcibly with a kind of cudgd or huge 
stick, in a playful style, whicA the honest pea- 
sants in Scotland would have pronounced ta be 
half joke half earnest. Having finished his 
business, he returned to the kihitki, in a vain- 
glorious manner, the langi^ge of which seenir 
ed to be, ^* You see, gentlemen, that I am a 
Hianof some consequence here.^' We neoMm*- 
strated with him on the wickedness of his oon- 
dbct, in that he would neither, receive the go^- 
pd himself nor suiEer others^ (o listen to it. 
He was not ignorant, we told him, that the 
Testament was front God, and ihenefiirckwe 
warned him that he must give an acoounfe of 
his conduct to the Judge of all the earth, and 
bear the blame, if those whom he had. driven 
away, from hearing thj^^^spel perLdied in tbeir 
sins, fifi l^t us without .seenuag to pay.mucb 
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attenladn to our taproots, but we had not pro- 
ceeded a quarter of a mile, till he orertook us, 
almost out of breath, and having sprung up 
and secured a seat on the side of the kibitlfi, 
adked our forgiveness, if we thought that he 
had said any thing ainiss* We told him, tbMt 
he had our forgiveness, but reminded hidi that 
it behoved him to ask forgiveness of God, 
^om he had offended by his levity and wick« 
edness— taking occasion, from his professed 
penitence, to give him jsoeh admonitions as, it 
struck UB, tfnight be useful. 

Reached the bouse of the Effendi, who, on 
hearing that strangers wished to see him, mede 
bis appearance ^itb a number of students and 
others whom curiosity brought to the spot As 
be did not invite us to light from our kibitki, 
we entered into conversation, on the public 
road, in presence of a considerable number of 
the villagers. In these circumstanpes, the 
Effendi felt himself bound in honour, I sup- 
pose, to attempt a respectable defence of the 
tenets which, in his prelections and other dis- 
courses, he recommended as the truths of 
God ; and throughout the whole of the inter- 
view, assumed the air, and spoke in the style, 
of a master. The following is the sum of what 
piast on the subject of reli^on.-^ 

Missionaries.*— Well^ Effendi, you have no 
doubt heard of the Angile now in eirQulation 



162 

among your countrymen : have you had an 
opportunity of reading it ? 

Effendi.— I have read part of it. 

*M. How do you like it ? 

£. The book is of no use, as the Coran 
contains every thing which it is necessary for 
us to know. 

M. How, of no ute ! you believe that Mo- 
ses and Christ were true prophets ; and is it 
not an interesting thing to learn how true be- 
lievers worshipped God in former times ? 

£. The Coran contains every thing con- 
cerning their worship, that deserves to be re- 
membered. 

M. There is no doubt the Coran contains 
many allusions to the institutions of Moses and 
of Jesus Christ, but by no means so distinct 
and full accounts as are contained in our Scrip- 
tures. 

E. Tl;e books in your hands do not con- 
tain a just account of the former dispensa- 
tions. They are replete with errors. They 
are not the books that were given by God to 
his people, and therefore are not to be trust- 
ed. 

M. At present there is not time to enter 
into a full discussion of this question, but we 
can prove tdat the Old Testament, now in our 
possession, is the same with the Scriptures in 
the hands of the Jews before the coming of 
Christ, who acknowledged them to be genuine ; 
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a«d thai the New Testament, in like manner, 
is the same that was universally received by 
true believers for centuries before the coming 
of Mohammed, and consequently we have the 
. fullest evidence of their authentidty. 

£. The Messiah was indeed a true pro- 
phetj sent by God to reclaim the world, but 
the people.wpuld not bear him ; and as he had 
failed in his enterprise, God saw it meet to 
send Mohammed as his successor, and to him 
all should be obedient. In these circum- 
stances, how can you expect that we should 
come to Christ for salvation, after having em* 
braced the religion of the great prophet of 
God, Mohammed ? 

M. It is true that few of Cbrist^s country- 
men received him, but this is just what had 
been predicted by the prophets long before he 
appeared ; and by them it was also predicted, 
that the Jews should, all of them, in due 
time embrace his religion, and trust in him for 
salvation : and as for the Gentiles, so far from 
npt receiving him, multitudes of them embrac- 
ed his religion in the primitive ages ; and we 
are assured by the word of God, that the 
tiine is coming when ** all the ends of the earth 
shall remember and turn unto the Lord.**^ 

£. Is it not written in your books, that, 

when about to ascend into heaven^ Christ 

foretold that another prophet should appear, 

whom all were to receive and obey, and that, 

o2 
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in process of time, he should descend from 
heaven, acknowledge Mohammed to be -a true 
prophet, and embrace his religion ?* 



* In answer to thii and similar questions, we Mmctiines 
tcU the Mohammedans, that so far fttnn any intimation being 
given in the Angile of the coming of another prophe^, with, a 
new dispensation of religion, a curse is pronounced against 
the man or the angel that should preach any other Ooepcl 
than that which Christ commanded his apostles to preach fbr 
the salvation of man, and probably this might be mentioned 
to the Efiendi, though, as it is not noted in the memorandnm 
book* I am uncertain. But in reasoning with men who deny 
the authenticity of our Scriptttnes, this argument may, in 
some cases, tend more to confirm than to remove suspicion. 
Those who assume it as a matter of fact, that Christians have 
9punged the prediction respecting the coming of Mohanmied, 
have only to assume fiurther, (which is easily done) that to 
make sure work of it, they at the same time inserted the 
damnatory clauses, to keep their posterity in perpetual dark- 
ness. For if Chrisdans were wicked enough to expunge what 
Ood had commanded to be written, it cannot be supposed they 
would scruple to insert a few clauses of their own, to make 
every thing smooth. In a conversation we had with another 
Effendi, a few days ago, it was accordingly thought advisable 
to refute the assumption, on a difierent ground, by shewing 
that if the true Angile had ever contained such a prediction, 
there must have been a general expectation of the ftUfilment 
of it among the primitive Christians, in the same manner that, 
among the Jews, there was a general expectation of the Mes- 
siah. Among Christians, however, no such expectation ever 
existed. The dispensation of religion given them by their 
Master, was, from the beginning, considered as the latt t&ai 
was to be given by God for the guidance of his people, and 
destined po continue till his second coming. But the univer- 
lal prevalence of the belief tliat Christ was to have no sucoes- 
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lif . There is nothing of the kind in our 
books— -nothing about the coming of another 
prophet to whom the nations are to be obe* 
dient; and as for the descending of Christ 
from heaven, the account given in Scripture ia» 
that as he once died for sin, so << to them that 
look for him, he shall appear the second time 
withont sin unto salvation.^ 

E. Moses was a true prophet, and the law 
of Moses was from God. In like manner the 
Psalms and the Angile came from God. All 
this you acknowledge. Tell me, do you al« 
so acknowledge that the Coran is from God ? 

M. If we had the same evidence of its hav- 
ing come from God, that we have of the di- 
vine original of the Law and the Grospel, w6 
should instantly acknowledge it to be from 
God ; but after seeking evidence to this effect, 
we can find none.* 



8or, is altogether incompatible with the supposition that the 
trae Angile contained any prediction respecting the coming at 
Mohammed as the socoessor of Jesus Christ, and consequently 
we are authorised to conclude, that the assertions of Moham- 
medans on this subject, are founded on delusion. Respecting 
the ojonion of Mohammedans on this point, see Salens Coran 
prel. discourse. 

* This eYasive answer was given on purpose that his sta« 
deals mif^t have no pretext for shutting their ears against 
what mig^t afterwards be said. Had we told them point 
blank, that we disbelieved the Coran, the first thought that 
occurred to them would, in all probability, have been. They 
are infidels, and speak blasphemy, why hear them far* 
ther? 



106 

B. If 70U or aqy otber man will prodMce 
two dusters equal in sublimity to twQ dmfr> 
ters I can poiat out in the Ckxran, I will give 
up my faith in the Mohomraedan religion im- 
nwdiately, and persuade the students to follow 
my example. (Evident symptoms of exultii* 
tion in their books.) 

M. We are neither prophets, nor do we 
pretend to the gift of pr^hecy as Mohammed 
did, but would beg leave to remarks that the 
finest parts of the Coran has been taken fr<»B 
our Scriptures. 

E. What I wish is^ that you produce 
two such chapters as I can do from the Co- 
ran. 

M. We undertake to produce from our 
Scriptures^ specimens of sublimity equal to any 
thing to be found in tlie Coran; but as for 
producing two such chapters of our own com* 
position, or that of our friends, it is, from the 
nature of the cas^, altogether out of the ques- 
tiop. The language of the Coran is Arabic, 
in which we do not profess ourselves qualified 
to write. You maintain it imposrible to do 
justice to the sublimity of the Coran, in an- 
other language. We may allege the same in 
reference to the language of our Scriplures. 
Consequently none are qualified to institute 
the comparison, but such as are complete mas- 
ters of Hebrew, Greek, and Arabic— -an ac- 
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complisbment to which neither you nor we can 
pretend to lay claim. 

E. I refer to the sentiments amd doctrine^,- 
as well as to the language.* 



* ETen with this modification, how uiuatisfaetory the evi- 
dence of the divine original of the Conn ! admittang, for the 
sake of argument, that its sublimity, if not unrhr^e^, has 
nerer been surpassed. What a slender foundation for the 
hundreds of millions to build their faith upbn, who have em- 
braced the Coran as the only authentic revelation of the wiU 
of God ! Where is there a finer specimen of the sublime, than 
that which is quoted from Moses by Longinus, ^^ And CM 
said, Let there be light, and there was light.'* The language 
indeed is simple, but the sentiment is unrivalled by any thing 
that ever dropped from the pen of philosophers or poets, in 
reference to the creation of the universe. Yet, on supposition 
there were no other evidence of hb divine mission than the 
aublimity of this and other parts of his writings, who could 
take it upon him thence to infer, that they were dictated by the 
inspiration of the Almighty ? Sublimity of languid or senti- 
ment may strengthen the conviction produced by other evidence, 
that a book is from Ood ; but of itself is by far too delicate an 
idea to have its merits appreciated by more tiian one in a hun* 
dred of those whose eternal welfare is involved in the truth or 
ftdsehood of its contents. On a comparison with the phan* 
tom, on which the impostor of Mecca rested his claims, as the 
prophet of God, how satisfactory was the evidence exhikntcd to 
the senses, and impressed on the hearts and consciences of hit 
hearers, by Him who spake as never man spake ! " Then Jesua 
answered and said unto them, Go your way, and tell John 
what things ye have seen and heard ; how that the blind see, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. And 
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M. Still w€ are prepared to eDter the lUts, 
when a favourable opportunity offers ; but re-> 
nember that in judging of the claimaof books, 
which profess to be a revelation from God re- 



UttMd is be whmotmg it tiol offimded in mt^*** «< There 
IMS a man of tfafc Phadsees named Nioodemus, a ruler of the 
Jew* t The same came to Jesas by aightt and said unto hh&. 
Rabbi, we know thai thob art art a teadier come from Ood ; 
fat no man can do these miiadtes cauept God be with him.***!- 
^ But I haTe greater iritness than that of John ; for the 
works whieh the Father hath given me to finish, the same 
works that I do, bear witness of me that the Father hath 
sent me. And the Father himself^ which hath sent me, hath 
borne witness oC me.'*$ » Then gathered the clu^ priests 
and Pharisees a council, andsaid, What do we ? for this man. 
doth many miradM. If we let him thus alone, all men wiU 
bdiere on him.*'| The argument of the Mohammedans, con* 
sidcted as baring been put into the mouth of their £>onder by 
Ood, beoomes atiU more susfHciotts* when it is remembered 
that, aooording to him, the Coran was not intended for the 
Arabs abne, but fw men of every language under heaven. 
How improbable that God, who is ^^nMrdful and wise,'* 
riiould have withheld from a prophet of Mohammed's preten» 
sions, the prooft of his divine U^gation, with which bis prede* 
esssors were furnished, and left him to rest the whole fabric 
on a kind of evidence which, i^art fiom other pecq^e, is far 
from being eonclusive to men of the most cultivated mind, 
and aihogedier beyond the investigation of almost any but a 
few intcMSted individuals who understand the Arabic lan- 
guage. 
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* Luke vii. 22, 23. t John iii. 1, 2. $ John v. 3<S, 37- 
§ John xi. 47, 48. 
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qiectk^ (he way of s^y«tioa» the proper quesr 
tionis Bot,4¥hich of them is the imst sublime in 
the stjie 4)r its ooiiiposkiaii> but. which of thtm 
produce tiMt stroDg^t evidei^^Q. that it baf 
beea cUcteted by the iaspmtim oi the AU 
wBOf^stji and that its cootentS; are suited to ^ 
^eoessities'of those, to. wihom it is. givcQ. In 
neither of these, respects ia the Coran.to. b^ 
oompaced with the Bible* We haTe sc^i^^t 
evidence of- the inapiration of its author^ but 
can find none. . We have asked its achasii^ri 
again and agmsa^ but asked them in vain^ to 
sliew us, from- ai^ thing: contaiDed in it, how 
akiners are to be justified in. the sight of God, 
and .save4 froiB'tba wratb to come. 

By the time we had proGe^ed>thits far in 
the discussion, fiigllt.hadbegu^ toaet in, and 
as we had a couple of versts to travel to our 
lodgings, aaad rather an awkward road, we 
'fcmnd it necessary to draw the conversation to 
a close; at which, we^ have reasoa to think, 
the EffiHicH was not'' sl% all displeased^ for 
though he still talked of the sublimity< of the 
Coran, and iafiboted to haife the fullest confi- 
dence in the goodness of li^is-eause, it was ob- 
i4tirua be had no wish to come io close quaiw 
ters, itk presenee of the studentsy by bj^ngiitg 
the question- to the tCHichstone,. w^ieh we pro- 
-posedi When aboat to take our leave of il^m^ 
hbwev^, he again averred his wiHingness to 
"discuss the eubjeet when it suited our convetii- 
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ence; and on our part, we assured him we 
were prepared to abide the result of a candid 
investigation, but reminded him, that with us 
mere assertion would go for nothing. We 
must have evidence to rest our faith upon, be- 
fore we could subscribe to the divine original 
of the Coran. We had incontrovertible evi- 
dence, we told him, that our religion had come 
from God ; and till evidence was produced that 
it had been superseded hj another, we must 
adhere to it 

In the course of the evening, conversed 
with the Mirza^s servants, who listened to us 
with some degree of attention. The Mirxa 
is from home on business, consequently we 
have not an opportunity of converging with 
him on the objects of our mis^on, 

* 

Nod. 6. Left the Conack-house about half- 
past eighty and took the road for the villages 
near the head of the Clous water, which are 
situated about forty vests north-west of the 
Cullish. 

When ascending the Cullish water, we ob- 
served a great many plots of land on both sides 
of it, which had been in crop last suininer, and 
the appearance of the stubble seem^ to corro- 
borate the popular statemeiijts respecting the 
fertility of the soil. Sudi parts of the ground, 
.nM had been in crop last summer but one, 
were overgrown with large weeds, most of 
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them five or rix, and many of them aeren or 
fight feet bi^b. Tbeir bushy tops were sup. 
ported by a large stem, which gave them such 
m sbewy appearance^ that, on a cursory view 
at a small distance, the fields might have pass- 
ed for so many young pkntatioos. In conse- 
quence of the luxuriance (tf these weeds, there 
is almost BO grass on the land for at least one 
sommei' after it has been in crop, and it is not 
tiH after the lapse of several years, that it 
caastecs tbem so as to he eonduiered good pas* 
t«n^. Toward the summit of the ooDtigi»« 
otts ridges on both handsi as also around the 
sources of the riyulet, twenty versts or mons 
from the villages, there were large tracts of 
InA which had been iqppropriated for raising 
hay, of which there was an excellent shew. 
After traciiig the rivulet to its source, we 
SMde for an opening in the mountain ridge on 
ow right, beyond which, we understood the 
Clems vUbges were situated. As we approach- 
ed the opening, an immense plain burst on 
oiir view, extending firom the base of the 
mountwi as far as the eye could reach. It 
iraa part of the great Calmuc steppe. Near 
tlie bottom of the mountain range, the rivulet 
fiiom which the villages take th^r name, winds 
its way in its prc^ess to the nortfa-eaat The 
viUagea are utuated on its banks, and bad a 
fine eAect as we deseeiided the mountain range, 
by a serpentine course, whiidi reminded me of 

F 
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the old road down Erikstane Brae, in Dutn" 
frie»-shire ; but the adjacent steppe furnished 
but a poor substitute for the vale of Anandate, 
unless its vastness, resembling that of the 
ocean, be considered, by the admirers of the 
sublime, as more than sufficient to compensate 
for the want of more useful qualities. 

Reached one of the villages about half an 
hour before sun-set, and were much rtifick, on 
entering it, with the miserable appearance of the 
tenements of its inhabitants. Some of them, as 
is customary in these quarters, had been plaster* 
ed with dung, and others with clay, or a mix- 
ture of them which having yielded to the weather, 
shewed the bare wattling ; while the whole of 
their appurtenances presented a picture of ab- 
ject poverty and shameful sloth, comlnned in 
such a manner as to make the sight repulsive. 
Called at the house for Seid Effendi, with 
whom Mr Galloway had the honour of being 
acquainted, but found he was from home. 
From his house, we proceeded to that of the 
Mirza, who was also from home. Asked some 
of his retainers, if we could be furnished with 
lodgings in the village. It was answered thej 
knew of none. The Conack-house having* 
gone into disrepair, had been taken down, and 
though the wattle-work of the new one was^ 
nearly finished, its walls were yet to plaster. 
There was anotheir village not more than a 
couple of versts distant, but the sun was going 
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down, and as we knew of no person to ask for, 
it struck usy that nothing was to be gained by 
leaving the one we were in. At length, how- 
ever, when looking around us, and talking 
with the natives^ at a loss what to think or do, 
one of the families generously offered us their 
habitation; proposing to put themselves up,- 
for the night, with some of their neighbours. 
It was a kind of Tartar tent, covered with felt 
instead of canvas, and in such a state of decay, 
that it could scarcely be expected to survive a- 
bove a winter or two. On the outside, it was 
far from inviting, and Mr Galloway exdaim. 
ed, the inside is worse» while John was of o- 
pinion that it was utterly unfit for our accom- 
modation ; contrasting it, in his own mind, 
perhaps, with the mission-house at Astrachan. 
So far as appeared, however, it was the best 
to be had ; for though there was a new ten 
hard by, it was occupied by the Mirza^s lady 
and suit, of whom it would have been both 
unmannerly and cruel to have asked it for our 
lodgings— though the certainty of a refusal 
had been out of the question. The poor peo- 
ple were willing to leave their tents for us-«<- 
for strangers whom they had never seen be* 
fore ; nay, for gewars (infidels) ; and what 
could we expect more ? I began to feel happy 
that we had reached the place before night set 
in, for bad as it appeared to be, it was better than 
passing the night out of doors. While I was 
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indulging in these and similar reflecllioBS, the 
good people were busj in cleaning the tent of 
lamber, and sweeping out the filth and dirt 
to make it as comfortable as possible. This 
was no sooner done than I was asked to step 
into it, and see how it would do. It was in- 
deed a miserable hovel, but fearing, from the 
description John had just been giving, and 
the repugnance he seemed to feel at the idea 
of accepting it, that it would be much wot«e, 
I felt satisfied, and may add, thankful, I trust, 
Smt die aooommodation which it promised us ; 
remembering how it had often fared with our 
Master, who had reason to say, ^ the foxes 
^ave holes, and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
head," ♦ 

In the middle of the tent, was a fire right 
bdow an opening in the roof, which served for 
an outlet to the smoke. The diameter of the 
place on the floor, was about fourteen feet. 
The lower part of it, to the height of two or 
three feet, was protected on the outride by 
wattling, which, in its day, had been plastered 
with dung ; patches of which were still visible, 
though in such a tattered state as to be next 
to useless. The top of the covering was sup- 
ported by a kind oi frame made of hoops or 
wands, at the distance from eadi other of per*, 
haps four or five inches. Their colour was jet 
black, and glossy like that of the rafters of the 
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old Scotch houses, in parts of the country 
where the fuel in common use, is peat, and the 
fire upon the hearth. Some mouse traps which 
I have seen, with a hole in the top, would fur- 
nish a pretty exact model of ^he whole appara* 
tus in miniature, if they wanted the pointed 
wires intended to prevent the escape of the 
captives. By the time I had finished my ob- 
servations, I felt the sweat begin to break, in 
consequence of the beat diffused through the 
place by the fire upon the hearth, which, to be 
sure, was felt the more that I had not laid a- 
side my shube. 

On returning to the kibitki, beside which 
Mr Galloway was in conversation with some of 
the natives, I observed a traveller riding up 
to us» whom my friend instantly recognised to 
be an Armenian merchant of his acquaint- 
ance, and who, on reaching the spot, express- 
ed the happiness he felt at seeing us, told us 
he lived in the village, and invited us to his 
lodgings. Thankfully we accepted his invita- 
tion, and having given the Mirza^s people a 
small trifle for the trouble to which they had 
put themselves on our account, we accompa. 
nied him to his quarters, which we found to 
be in a zemlinka— « kind of dwelling place 
which, as its name imports, is partly und^r 
ground, like the under stories of the houses 
in the New Town of Edinburgh. The floor 

of the one in which we have the honour to be 
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lodged* it about five feet below tbe level of llic 
ooDtiguou» surface, on which the beams reaC 
by which the roof is supported. It may em- 
brace an area of forty or 6fty feet by sixteen. 
At present* the oye end of it serves as a stall 
for two favourite horses ; the other as lodg- 
ings to our host and his guests. In summer, 
it is used as a cellar, in which he deposits va- 
rious articles of merchandise, and, among o- 
thers, large quantities of butter, which, after 
purdiasing from the Tartars, he sends to the 
Crimea, to be thence forwarded to Constantin- 
ople. The roof is covered with brushwood, 
straw* &c* over which, to make ail sure, there 
is a thick coating of earth. 

As a whole, the zemlinka had little about it 
that was inviting ; yet it was superior, in va- 
rious respects, to tbe tattered hut in which we 
had the prospect of passing tbe night, when 
the Armenian picked us up ; and the hearty 
welcome with which we were received, made 
every thing smooth and agreeable, especially 
as an order given his servant to get a couple 
of chickens ready immediately for supper, 
made it evident that he meant to perform tbe 
rites of hospitality with cheerfulness. 

Soon after our arrival, a number of Tartars 
collected in the zemlinka, and took their seats 
MHM cerenumiey it being customary among them 
(and the same custom obtains among the 
Russians) to introduce themselves without 
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kflocktiig tt the door, as we do in Britain ; and 
«• all were made welcome that wished to hear 
ns, no (aplaaatton wa« oeoessary* Mr GaUo* 
vf9,y intioduced himself to their attentioD, hj 
some remarks on the prevalence of misery in 
the world, and asked how it fared with them* 
Thoe is no doubt much misery in the worldj 
was the reply, and we have our own share of 
it. To this the following questions and an- 
sweiB 
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Misdonaries.— Do you know of any way of 
deliverance from misery ? 

Tartars.-*God is able to deliver us, 

M. True : but have you any information 
whether God is willing to deliver you ? 

T. This is known to God only. 

M. God has revealed his will in the sacred 
writtQ^ from which we are happy to have it 
in our power to tell you, that He is willing to 
save you and all men from misery ; provided 
you and they are willing to receive deliver.- 
ance in the way in which he is pleased to give 
it. 

On hearing of the Scriptures, one of the 
most forward of the party bawled out, in the 
thoughtless blustering style of an ignoramus 
who had little hope, and few fears, << There is 
one God, and Mohammed is his prophet. In 
this we believe ; for those who believe this, 
there is salvation ; we wish to have no more 
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inlbriiiation respecting the waj of ddirenmee 
from misery, nor is it necessary.* Aware that 
little was to be expected, as matters then 
stood, from attacking their strong hold by ar- 
gument, we endeavoured, by various manoeu- 
vres, to bring them into the open field, in the 
hope that the conversation might periiaps be 
so managed, as to afford us an opportunity of 
giving them some useful instructions, but our 
endeavours were in vain. Sometimes their 
movements encouraged the hope, that they 
might be induced to quit the hold, but the 
moment they perceived the tendency of our re* 
marks to lead them off from the prophet, they 
took the alarm, and having secured their re- 
treat, vociferated again and again, *^ there is 
one Grod, and Mohammed is his prophet.^ 
The truth is, most of them had come from 
a marriage feast, where, as the Armenian sus- 
pected, they had quaffed more than enough of 
Boza,* by which there mind was thrown into 
a kind of boisterous frenzy, which very much 



* In thif quarter, conscientious Mohammedans abstain 
frotn wine, and tin within these few years, from ardent spirits, 
as having been forbidden by the prophet ; but as it hat lately 
been diaoovered by the Cabaidians, that thoa^ wine is for- 
bidden in the Coran, yet brandy is permitted, 1 have g^en 
the latter accepted, when the former was refused for conscience 
sake. I understand, however, that drunkennesSt is not a pre- 
vailing vice among the Mohammedans in Russia. 
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indisposed them for listening to the dictates of 
pure and undefiied religioo, while, at the same 
time, it fired their zeal for the honour of their 
favofirite prophet Mohammed. In these cir* 
cumstances, the proverb seemed to be'applioa- 
ble, << cast not your pearls before swine ;^ and, 
therefore, mstead of urging them to hear us 
furtbeTp we suffered the conversadon to torn 
into another channel, till most of them had re- 
tired. 

Meanwhile a middle aged man, of whom the 
Armenian holds the zemlinka, took his seat 
betnde Mr Galloway^ and entered into conrer- 
satioQ with him respecting the concerns of 
eternity. As he listened with attention, and, 
judgiiig from appearances, with considerable 
interest, we made it our business to improve 
our tiOK in speaking to him ; and in order 
tfaat bis attention might be kept up, varied the 
mode of address from that of a continued dis- 
course, to the plan of speaking by an interpre- 
ter ; in which I was assisted first by Mr Gal- 
loway, and afterwards by John, who feels lit- 
tle difficulty in explaining the ideas in Tartar, 
wfaenever we succeed in making him catch the 
. meaning of the English sentences given out 
for interpretation; but as his knowledge of 
the English is comparatively imperfect, con- 
siderable practice will be necessary, in order to 
his being able to do justice to the subject^ in 
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an argument where accurate conceptions, and 
great power of language, are indispensible. 

Nov, 6. There being no fire in the zem^ 
linka, nor any place for making one, the pro- 
prietor of the premises invited us into his 
house, where we took our seat by the fireside, 
and had an opportunity of observing the pro- 
cess of making Calmuc tea, which was recom* 
mended by acclamation, as being much more 
wholesome, and, in all respects, better than 
that which is in use among the Russians and 
other Europeans. To Mr Galloway it was no 
new thing, and as I had no wish to be singu- 
lar, I declared for it like the rest of the compa- 
ny ; and with the greater cheerfulness, that I 
understood from Mr Galloway, that when on . 
a journey, he found it to be more refreshing 
and strengthening than ours. The Calmuc 
tea is baked into cakes, which, judging from 
the specimens I have seen, are about the size 
of the boards of a folio volume in length and 
breadth, and nearly an inch in thickness. It is 
cut down into small parings, and boiled for a- 
bout half an hour in a common cast metal pot. 
A capacious wooden dish, with a handle some- 
what shorter than that of a ladle, is then pro- . 
duced, containing a quantity of milk or cream, 
with a good slice of butter. Upon this there 
is poured, by means of a kind of dividing 
spoon or ladle, as much of the boiling tea as, 
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with the aid. of a little stirring, melts the but^ 
ter ; after which, the whole composition it 
thrown into the pot, and boiled for a few 
minutes longer, when it is considered to be fit 
for use. The only other ingredient I observ- 
ed^ was a little salt. It was served out in 
large wooden cups or ladles, and having been 
good in its kind, drunk much better than I 
anticipated, and with a slice of bread made an 
excellent breakfast. The ingredients were, all 
of them, clean and wholesome, and though dif* 
ferently combined* (the butter and salt being 
put into the. tea, instead of being eaten, as with 
us, upon the bread) it occurred to me they 
were the very same that enter into a plain 
breakfast in Scotland, among those who drink 
tea without sugar. The whole company were 
loud in their praises of it, and I have little 
doubt that, in their estimation, it is as much 
superior to our tea, as good Highland whisky 
is to port wine, in the opinicm of a native of the 
Grampians, or of the Western Isles. I under- 
stand, that among the Tartars it is reckon^ 
a kind of first rate entertainment; and when 
it is known to be preparing in one house, the 
neighbours from the adjacent tenements are 
too wise to suffer the pr^ious c^portupity of 
getting a sip of it, by the bye, to pass unim* 
proved. In the present instance, a good num- 
ber of them had assemUed, in the hope of 
coming in for a share of what was going ; and 
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while the repast #a8 getting ready, we em- 
* braeed the opportunity tbos offered u% of 
drawing thrir attention to <( the meal whi<& 
endureth unto eternal Gfe.^ 

In conversing with us, one of the Tartare, 
a Mirza, (but in reduced circumstances) todt 
the lead, and acted as chief speaker^ jftfter he 
had proceeded so far as to explain laroself dift- 
tinetly, his opinion, like that of the greater 
part of his countrymen, was, that God had 
given to every people the religion most suita- 
ble for them, and that each of them should be 
satisfied with their own. He bad been long in 
the interior of Russia, and had seen their re- 
ligion ; he had been in Germany, Franee, and 
other parts of Europe, where he had an op« 
portui^ty of observing the forms of worship 
which obtained in them, and the impvesnon 
ltd OB his mind, fVom a review of the whole, 
was, that the religion practised in each of 
these countries, was good for its inhal^taBtsi 
The religioii of Mohammed, as praetised by 
his countrymen, was, in like manner, good for 
tfiem ; and any alteration of their established 
farms improper, <»*, to say the least, unneeessa. 
ry. In order to expose the faUaoy and dangeir 
of an opinion which, |u»ording to him, bad 
been the result of Mctenrive observation and 
whieh was looked up to by his neighbours as 
having something in it approaching to oraeu- 
kr; it occurred, tfiat instead of settiog out 
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by telling him his opinion was a delusion, it 
might answer a better purpose to attempt 
leading him to make the discovery himself; 
and for this purpose, we began with some re- 
marks respecting the character of God, and 
the state of religion in the earty ages of the 
world—a period, to the history of which, his 
jaundiced eye was less likely to give a false 
colouring, than that of modern times. God, 
we remarked, is one. To the truth of this, he 
instantly assented, as being a fundamental ar- 
ticle of the Mohammedan futh. Availing 
ourselves of this concession, we proceeded as 
follows : In the times of the patriarchs and 
prophets, who, you must acknowledge, were 
holy men, there was just one way of worship- 
ing the true God. The patriarch Noah, by 
whom the ark was built, for the salvation of 
his house, in a time of great corruption and 
wickedness, worshipped God in the same way 
with Enoch and other holy men who had gone 
before him. The patriarchs which followed 
him down to the time of the prophet Moses, 
worshipped God in the same way that he had 
done. The true religion, in these primitive 
times, like its'author, was everywhere one and 
the same. In process of time, Moses was sent 
by God to instruct his chosen people, the Is- 
raelites, in what manner to serve the Grod of 
their fathers. The ^n stitutions of Moses con- 
tinued in force till the coming of Christ, in 
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whom they received thdir fulfilment, and, dur« 
ing the whole of that period, the faithful were 
commanded to worship God* in every particu« 
lar, according to the rev^ation he had given 
them of his will. The language of Scripture 
on this point, was peremptorys and left no 
room for two opinions. " Cursed is ev^ry one 
who continueth not in all things which are 
written in the book of the law to do them.^ 
After the coming of Christ, who, as the Coran 
and your own Effendts aoknowledge, was the 
prophet of God, the truei religion continued, 
as formerly^ to be one. On the point, the 
language of the apostles was not less explicit 
than that of the Old Testament prqpbeta, 
** Though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accmrsed.*" This was 
the state of things in andent times, long be- 
ibre the ooming of Mohammed. In these 
times, there were many false religions, but on- 
ly one relig^n recognised by Gkxl and his pro- 
phets as true. Is it, tbeiiy supposeahle, we 
asked, that while Grod continues unchangeably 
the same, there should now be as many true 
religions as there are nations, who profess to 
worship him ? or that all of these should be 
equally acceptable? From pointing out the 
improbability of the maxim, we were proceed- 
ing to shew the danger of it, in leading men 
to place a superstitious confidence in a bare 
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profesnon of the reli^ii wbiob happeoed \» be 
adopted by their fathers, wiAout aaeertaiaiog« 
as adi men ought to do, wbat was the reUgkm 
^ven by Grod himself, to be observed by bis 
creatures. This would have opened the way 
for leading the attention of the Mirsa and his 
countrymen to the claims of die Christian re- 
li^on on their undivided attention, as being 
the only one which poimed out the way of 
salvation to perishing sinners* But as the 
Calmuc tea was ready, and as the Tartars 
wish, in general, to be excused from talking 
much at their meals, we paused, in the hope 
of havmg it in our power to resume the oon* 
versation with him after breakftst ; in which, 
however, we were disappointed, for after com- 
ing in for a first share of the welcome bever*- 
age, he aflPected to have buaness to do^ and re- 
tired. 

After the retreat of the Mirza, a new turn 
was given to the conversation, by some inci* 
dental references made to the progress of the 
plague, which is now raging beyond die Cu- 
ban. One of the guests enquired if our books 
contained any infallible cure for that destruc 
tive malady. We answered in the negative, 
and after adverting to the state of medical 
science in our country, took occasion, from the 
question proposed, to tell them that our books 
made known an infallible cure for a still more 
dreadful malady— for ^n, the source of all hu- 
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man miaery in this life and that which is to 
come. The pfayncian, we told them, who ad- 
ministered the medicine, was the Messiah ; the 
medicine itself was his blood, which cleanseth 
from all sin. We then adverted to the special 
advantages enjoyed by people in our country, 
who ^uid, most of them, read the books for 
themselves in their own language ; in conse- 
quence of which, those of them who wished to 
be restored to health, were furnished with the 
means of detecting the impoutions which in* 
terested and designing pretenders to skill, had 
often made it their business to practise upon 
the ignorant This idea seemed to strike them 
forcibly, and led to several further explanations 
respecting the, method of salvation, and the 
state of religion and morals among those who 
could read the Scriptures, and did so with a 
view to be benefited by themj contrasted with 
the state of things among those who had not 
the Scriptures in th^r native languages, and 
were guided in their, spiritual concerns by the 
prescriptions of their Effendis. Their atten- 
tion seemed to be still more powerfully arrest* 
ed by these plain unvarnished accounts of the 
real state of the case. They looked, some of 
them at us, others at their companions, in a 
way that indicated a secret approbation of the 
wisdom of putting the Scriptures into the 
bands of all— ^enlivened by emotions of won* 
der at the strange things we brought to their 
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ean. One of them, after glandng at his feL 
lows, asked if our religion was the same with 
that of the Bussians. In reply, we told them, 
there was a difference in some of our opinions 
and ceremonies, just as there were shades of 
dKfferenee between them and other Mohamme- 
dans; but that the Bible in use among 
the Bussians, was exactly the same as ours, 
and that his Majesty, the emperor, and a great 
many other gcxxi people throughout the empire, 
had been so delighted with the effects pro- 
4luced by the circulation of the Scriptures in 
the language of the other nations of Europe^ 
that an order had been given to translate the 
Angile from the Slavonic language^ which, at 
present, was not well understood by the com- 
mon people, into the modem Buss, which was 
understood by all ranks, and that the four 
Gospels had actually been published, and t^ 
oetYcd by the Bussians with strong demonstra- 
tions of joy. On hearing this, the hearts of the 
poor people seemed, by sympathy, to partici- 
pate in the joy of their Busman neighbours ; 
their eyes beamed with a brighter lustre; we 
looked at them ; but while we hoped they 
might remember the things they had beard, 
and by means of them be roused from that 
drowsy lethargy to which their countrymen 
have become a prey, we could not help being 
touched with feelings of a yery different com- 

plexiont from an apprehension that *< the 
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enemy might come and take away the word 
out of their hearts, lest they should believe 
and be saved."' If they venture to speak with 
approbation of what they have heard, the 
Effendis will not scruple a moment to fall up- 
on ways and means ^' to catch it away.*^ May 
the God of heaven turn the counsels of these 
blind guides into foolishness. 

Returned to the zemlinka, and had begun 
to bring forward my journal, when Mr Gallo- 
way, who was on the* look-out for some of the 
natives, came and announced that Seid Effisn* 
di was at the gate on horseback, but could irot 
light, as he, with several others, were on their 
way to a cardon (out-post) where an examina- 
tion was to take place, with a view to trace> if 
possible, who had been the murderers of the 
two Cossacks who had been found assassinated 
in the ndghbourhood. I was of course intro- 
duced to the EfiPendi, who expressed his re- 
gret, that as business called him elsewhere, he 
could not wait upon us at present, but hoped 
the examination would soon be over, in which 
case he could be back in time to call upon us 
in the afternoon. 

In the course of the forenoon, a number of 
the natives, and, among others, a MoUa, fa- 
voured us with a visit. The subject introduc- 
ed by Mr Galloway, was the depravity of 
man. The Molla, to whom this seemed a. 



189 

strange doctrine, asked how we knew that all 
were rinners. It was answered, that the 
doctrine was plainly taught in the writings 
of the Old and- "New Testament, which were 
from God,—- that sin prevailed in all ages, 
and among all nations,— -that the instruc* 
tions of the best teachers had failed to cure 
the evil, and that the most eminent saints 
had acknowledged and lamented its truth; 
Well, said the MoUa, do you know of any 
way of deliverance from An ? It was answer- 
ed, that God himself had provided a Saviour, 
and given intimation of this to sinners from 
the earliest ages. We then set before him the 
doctrine of Christ^s atonement, and the reasons 
why his one offering came to be so valuable as 
to prove the reconciliation of all who believe 
and obey him; taking occasion at the same 
time, to shew what a powerful influence the 
belief of this doctrine has on the hearts of the 
faithful, in leading diem to love God, and 
repose an unshaken confidence in Christ, for 
bringing them through all the troubles of life 
to the mansions of bliss above; 

At this stage of the conversation, one of the 
Molla'^s right-hand neighbours remarked, that 
they had now heard us long, and as they had 
some things to say, they wished for an oppor- 
tunity to do so. This, we replied, is perfectly 
reasonable :— -say on. The Molla then pro- 
ceeded to tell us, they felt very much hurt on 
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finding the Meanah was called the Son of God 
in the New Testament In attempting to sap- 
tiafy them on this point, we remarked that 
God, in speaking of himself .and of the Mes* 
siah, was pleased to adopt the language of 
men, and to use similitudes taken from objects 
and relations with which we are familiar, and 
that in order to understand the real meaning 
of the 6gure employed, it was necessary to fix 
our attention on the principal ideas, without 
expecting a coinddenoe in every circumstance 
connected with them. In the present in- 
stance, a particular relaticm was pcunted out 
by the word «Sbfi, in contemfdaUng whieh 
we must lay aside all such ideas suggested 
by the term, in its application to men, as 
we know to be incompatible with the nature 
of Grod, who is a spirit Having remarked 
farther, that, in a subordinate sense, the holy 
angels, and even good men, are called God^a 
sons, we read the following passage from the 
first chapter of Luke^s Gospel, and oflered such 
explanations as it struck us might, by the hies* 
sing of God, go far to correct their notions, 
and remove their prejudices : ^^ The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of 
the Highest shall overshadow thee ; therefore 
also that hply thing which shall be bom of 
thee shall be called the Son of Grod.^ In op- 
position to our statement^ the Molla averred 
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tkat Mohammed was the father of Christ,* 
a position which Mr G. set aside by a process 
of reasoning which it is unnecessary to detail. 
It proceeded on the obvious consideration, 
that Mohammed, who was bom' nearly six 
centuries after the incarnation of the Messiah, 
could not be recognized as his father, even on 
the suppositiop that the soul of Mohammed ex- 
isted from the beginning, without admitting the 
manifest absurdity, that immaterial spirits 
might be the* fathers of material bodies, the 
oonstituent parts of which are dust. 

Having heard us on this point, the MoIIa 
proceeded as follows : 

For whose sake was the world made ? 

Missionaries. God made ail things for him- 
self for the manifestation of ^his glory. 

Molla. All things were made for the sake 
of Mohammed. 

M. How came you to know this ? 

Molla. I have been told by persons who 
knew it to be so. 

M. Is there any such doctrine as this 
taught in the Coran ? 

Molla. Do you believe that the Coran came 
from God ? 



* Mr Galloway teUs me it is only wttliiD these few years 
that the Mohommedaiu <tm the lines have broached this opinion, 
and when hard put to it they give it up for the most part as ^ 
untenable. " 
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M. We cm find no evidence of itt haying 
come from God ; and if you know of any we 
will thank you to tell us. 

MoUa. We have the evidence of history, 
that it was taken down by an amanuensis from 
the mouth of Mohammed, the prophet of God, 
as he delivered it. 

M. We do not dii^ute its having been 
committed to writing as Mohammed delivered 
it4 but we wish for evidence, that, in rehears*- 
ing it, he spoke under the inspiration of God. 

Molla. We have the evidence of tradition 
as well as of history. 

M. In a matter of such importance as the 
divine original of a book whidi professes to be 
from God, tlie vague traditions at men are 
not to be trusted. We wish to know what 
evidence there is, that, in reciting his visions 
to his amanuensis, he delivered doctrines re* 
vealed to him by God, and not the effusions 
of his own imagination. Moses and Jesus 
Christ could appeal to the works they had 
done, in proof of their diiine misnon. What 
proofs of this kind have been furnished by 
Mohammed ? 

Molla. Mohammed was the prophet of Qody 
and he told his disciples that the Coran had 
come from heaven. 

M. In a matter of such moment, his bare 
word is not to be trusted. Where is the evi- 
dence that God sent him ? 
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MoUa. What evidence Jbavt you that Moses 
and Jeiys Christ were sent by God ? 

M. They performed such miracles as none 
could have performed except God had been 
with them. Thcar miracles were performed 
openly,-«tthoae of Moses, in the presence of 
the Egyptians and of the whole congregation 
of the children of Israel ;«-«• those of Jesus Christ, 
in various parts of the Holy Land, in the 
presence of friends and foes. 

During the whole of this discussion on the 
subject of endence, the MoUa seemed to be 
extremely uneasy ; and the only « reply he 
oiade to our remarks on the pubhcity of the 
miracles of Moses and Chnst, was, The 
Taurat and the An^e have no doubt come 
from God. This we acknowledge; and ye 
ought also to acknowledge the Divine origin 
of the Coranu When about to point out to 
him, that, so far from being our duty to re- 
ceive the pretended revelation of their pro- 
phet, it was our wisdom to reject it, Mr G. 
remarked to me, that he had in a manner 
given up the argument ; and that possibly it 
might be better to let it rest at the point to 
which we had brought it, than to push it far- 
ther. 

The only other question he had to propose, 
respected the condition of departed souls ; and 
we answered it nearly in the terms of the sa- 
cred writers. Shewed him a copy of the He- 
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brew Bible and Greek Testament, the sacred 
originals of our books. After looking at them, 
the Molla and his friends slunk off one by one, 
without bidding us good day, or giving any 
hint of their intention to return. 

Made some enquiries at the Armenian and 
others respecting the lambuluks, whom we 
intended to visit, if practicable, before our re- 
turn. From all we could learn, it appeared 
they had removed from the spot where they 
were last visited by Mr Galloway, and jntehed 
their tents a great way farther off, in a quarter 
of the steppe as distant from our lodgings as 
they are from Karass, i. e. about ninety versts. 
In these circumstances, it struck us that it 
would be adventurous for us to attempt search- 
ing out their abode at such a distance in the 
steppe, when winter was at the door ;^ and that 
the most eligible plan would be, to pass the 
Sabbath here, to visit the Jestan Tartars about 
fifty versts down the Clous water on Monday, 
and thence to return by Alexandrofskie and 
Georghievsk to Karass in the course of the 
ensuing week. 

Having agreed to follow out this arrange- 
ment as far as circumstances permitted, we 
resolved on taking a ride in the mean time to 
a neighbouring village, which we entertained 
the hope of being able to do, and be at our 
lodgings before the sun went down, to con- 
verse with Seid Effendi, or any of the other 
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iahabiUBtt who migbt diooae U> favour us 
wttb thoir oompany. 

• Id this exciif sioD, we were acoomfMnied by 
our boat^ who, on reaching the Tillage, intro- 
dueed ua to a brother Avmeniany in whose 
house we had a short cony^sation with a few 
of the* natives. They were ignorant of the one 
tluog needful, and thoughtless in the extreme. 
They admitted, indeed, that aU were sinners^ 
hut seemed to have no sense of the evil of sin, 
or of their danger in being enemies to God by 
oatare and practice. On being asked, they 
told us, that the way to be delivered from sin 
was, to fast, and pray, and give alms to the 
poor. We enquired if a change of heart was 
necessary to salvation ? At first they declared 
there was no necessity for it ; but on being 
questioned more closely, they admitted, that 
without this, admission to paradise was not to 
be expected. From these concessions we took 
occasion to f xplain Hhe doctrine of regenera 
tion ; endeavoured to check the levity which 
appeared in their whole deportment, when 
spoken to respecting the concerns of eternity ; 
and urged on their attention the necessity of 
listening to the glad tidings of the gospel, %s 
being the only way of obtaining the salvation 
of which they and all men stood in need. 

On returning to our lodgings, were inform- 
ed that Seid ££Pendi and some of the other 
villagers had been detained as hostages, till 
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measures were takeR to discorer the murderert 
of the Cossaks. The news seemed to throw 
a damp over the whole village ; and as the dis- 
cussions which it occasioned engrossed their 
whole attention, our hopes were not sanguine^ 
that any considerable number of them would 
assemble, either this evening or to-morrow, 
with a view to hear tidings which, though of 
infinitely greater consequence, are often mado 
to yield to the concerns of the present world, 
by multitudes whose knowledge and profeSi* 
sions are incomparably superior to those of the 
poor Tartars. 

When night set in, we found we had run 
short of candles ; and to supply the defect, 
the Armenian had recourse to an expedient, 
the sight of which was sufficiently amusing. 
A fragment of an old kettle served for a cruse, 
tallow for oil, and a piece of dry dung for a 
wick,— -and in a trice every corner of the zem* 
linka was illuminated. 

In the course of the evening, three or four 
Tartars called, and one of them in particular 
listened with very great attention to the things 
that were spoken. After Mr 6. had discours- 
ed^ with them long, we took occasion to direct 
their attention to an idea which had commend- 
ed itself to some of their friends in the morn- 
ing, but which, at that time, we cou.d do little 
more than touch upon, as the company was 
about to break up, viz. that as God had from 
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the banning appointed one and the same way 
of salvation for sinners of Adam^s family, so 
he had commanded the revelations given to 
the prophets and apostles to be published to 
the people at large. This we illustrated from 
the instructions given to the whole congregation 
of the Israelites by Moses, and the state of 
matters in the Jewish church, at different times, 
down to the manifestation of Christ in the 
flesh ; as well as from the command given by 
our Lord, to search the Scriptures, and the 
commendations bestowed on those who did so, 
by the apostles. 

The principle we contended for, and. the 
remarks made in illustration of it, appeared to 
them highly reasonable and proper; and we have 
little doubt that the contrast between the publi. 
city given the Scriptures by enlightened Christ 
tians, and the mystery in which every thing is 
veiled by their Effendis, left a favourable impres- 
sion on their minds. To these statements we add- 
ed a number of practical things, which, it struck 
us, might be of more advantage when about to 
retire, than a lecture concerning the imposi- 
tions practised upon them by their Effendis, to 
whom, with all their faults, some of which are 
sufficiently glaring, they have too strong an at- 
tachment, to feel much pleasure in hearing them 
exposed. 

Nov.7» The morning dull and heavy, indi. 



198 

eating the approach of a stonn. Before mid* 
day it begae to soow^ and continued doing so 
without much intermission till the evening. 
Thie man who seemed so much interested last 
nighty called in company with an old man, 
whom we supposed he had brou^t along with 
him to hear the gospel. Endeavoured to lead 
their attention to Christ crucified, and explain 
to them any points connected with our dia* 
course, which they did not distinctly compre* 
hend, or on whidi they wished for informatbn. 
The fall of snow made it equally uninviting 
for us to go out in quest of persons to hear, 
and for them to visit us in our lodgings. In 
the course of the day, however, a few of the 
natives called, beside the individuals just men- 
tioned, and among others a student, with 
whom we discoursed long on the goiqpel salva* 
tion,— and a young lad, who seemed to feel a 
deep interest in what was spoken, and Hstened 
with a degree of attention that I have seldom 
seen surpassed. When others wer6 coming 
and going be remained unmoved, and continue 
ed with us for a considerable time after his 
countrymen, young and old, had withdrawn. 

In the course of the evening, John read for 
a considerable time in the Tartar-Turkish 
Testament, for the information of the Armen- 
ian, who, though he understood the language, 
has not been taught to read it. He had a copy 
of the Testament in his possession, which he 
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told us he was in the habit ot putting into the 
hands of the students when they happened to 
call upon him, and requesting them to read it, 
taking care not to venture it out of his sight, 
lest they should destroy it We enquired if 
the Tartars were in the habit of destroying the 
Testament when they got their, hands upon 
it? Reassured us that they were, and that 
some of them were so inveterate that they 
would tear it before his eyes were he to per- 
mit them. We left another copy with him, 
that he might have it in his power to lend 
it, should he meet with any among them he 
could trust, under a promise to return it for 
the use of others ; supposing that thiv might 
operate as a partial check upon- their ferod* 

JVbo. 8. About four in the morning Mr Q. 



* I tmdentand it is to the fiery zeal and rapacity of the 
fttttdcnts, and other tcfaolaiB, that we are to trace the greater 
part of the outrages committed on the sacred Tolume. In 
cases where illiterate people have got copies of the Testament, 
to he giyen to friends who are capable of reading them, they 
were not unfrequently brought hack and lodged with the mis- 
donaries, when their friends at a distance would not accept 
of them, or when a fayourahle opportunity of getting them 
oonyeyed did not occur. But the students in general i^re less 
scrupulous, when their zeal is roused or their cupidity awak- 
ened ; in which cases the consequences are such as have alrea- 
dy beoi described. See Jounud, Noremb^r iih. 
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looked out of the semliakay and was t urprked 
to find the horses awajr from the place where 
they had be^n stationed last night. On hear- 
ing this John started up, and, after a short 
search, found tbem at a little distance from 
the Tillage, on the other side of a hollow, 
which in its day seems to have served as the 
bed of a rivulet 

Had the weather been favourable, it was 
our intention to proceed to the Jetsans, in pur- 
suance of the arrangements agreed to on Sa^ 
turday ; but the fall of snow in the course of 
yesterday suggested to us the propriety of 
pausing, and considering all the circumstances 
of the case, before proceeding farther. It ap-^ 
peared, on enquiry, that this is the time at 
which the greater part of the winter snows fall 
in the interior of Russia, a circumstance which 
makes travelling much more inconvenient than 
at any other season of the year, except perhaps 
at the breaking up of the sledge roads in the 
spring. It is true, the snows are seldom deep 
in the steppe; but the soil, being a mixture 
of fine sand and clay, impregnated with salt, 
the roads become extremely heavy, unless the 
frost be so intense as to give them a coating 
sufficiently hard to bear a sledge, which seldom 
happens in this quarter till the beginning of 
December. Mr Galloway had visited the Jet- 
sans and lambuluks formerly, and was of 
course prepared to answer most of the queries 
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mceea$$xy for the iDforaiatioii of the DireetorA^ 
We bud ahreody been three days amoog the 
Tartars at the head of the Clous, the only 
tribe iu this quarter which Mr 6. had not an 
<qpport|iDtty of visiting till now in their own 
Tillages. Having seen this place, therefore, 
we were furnished with the means of giving a 
general view of the whole range of Tartar vil- 
^es for about 150 versts north of Karass, 
which embraces an extent of country suffi- 
ciently capacious for a- large itinerancy, when- 
ever it is in the power of the Directors to order 
the ground to be occupied. We resolved, 
therefore, to decline proceeding farther north- 
ward, till circumstances were more favourable, 
and to return to the colony without loss of 
time, lest we should be storm-stayed by a new 
&11 of snow, and become burdensome to our 
host) who refused taking a single cupeik for 
the entertainment he afforded us. 

On consulting with him respecting the roost 
eligible arrangements for the journey, he told 
us that he feared it would be almost impossible 
for the horses (being unshod) to drag the 
sled^ up the acclivity we had to ascend, in 
pussing the mountain-range on our way to the 
head of the CuUish water ; but was of opinion 
the pdnt might be gained by means of oxen, 
adding, that if we thought of trying this plan, 
he wQuld secure them to us from some of the 
Tartars. As the proposed arrangement seemed 
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to be a good one, we requested bim to procure 
four oxen for us aooordingly, wbicb be did in 
a tric^ for the trifling sum of a ruble and a 
half (18d.) for eight versts. 

A few minutes before our departure, Mr G. 
who was in the court-yard, called out to me 
with considerable emotion, Come, and hear the 
Tartars. On doing so, my ears were struck 
with a doleful wailing, which issued from a 
distant part of the Tillage, in accents so wild 
and frantic, as to fill the mind with a secret 
kind of horror. He told me it was the voice 
of mourners lamenting the decease of some 
departed friend or neighbour, whose spirit had 
just winged its way to the invisible wcnM. 
This led to some remarks on the Mohammedan 
creed, in reference to the state of the dead, 
and the functions of the two examiners, Nun- 
kir and Munkir, from a view of which, it is 
obvious to infer the anguish that must fill the 
hearts of survivors, as there is seldom much 
hope that their friend is so holy as to rank 
among the 70,000 who are destined to enter 
paradise without suffering. (See Salens Coran, 
Prel. Disc.) After thanking our host for the 
very great attentions he had shown us, we took 
our leave of him, and proceeded toward the 
bottom of the mountain range in our telega; 
drawn by the oxen, while John took charge of 
the horses. The driver of the four oxen was 
the man who, in our introductory conversation 



on Friday, had met all our arguments and ex- 
plaiiations by Tocifeniting, << There is one God, 
and Mohammed is his prophet.^ He had 
sometimes been present at subsequent conver- 
sations, but from that time forward had con- 
tented himself with atting in the capacity of 
a hearer. On reaching the bottom of the 
range, we observed columns of drifted snow 
rising here and there a little' in the advance of 
us, in a form which bespoke the operation of 
a kind of whirlwind. The driver, on having 
the phenomoion pointed out to him, remarked 
that there was often a strong wind swiriing 
aloi^ the side of the mountain, even when 
there w^ little wind in the adjacent steppe, 
and to this he attributed the drifting of the 
aoow in ti)e particular form in which it met 
the eye. In this he was no doubt correct ; and 
the manner in which it played along the side 
of the mountain, enabled me to form a cleared 
oono^tion of the drifting of the siww on Al* 
burrows, and of the difficulty it must occasion 
to adventurers who may attempt to ascend it, 
than when I first beard the circumstance ad«» 
verted to by Shorah.* 

After about an hour^s hard pulling from the 
bottom of the mountain (and two hours from 
die village), we reached its summit, which .was 



• See Jounial, SOdi October. 
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enveloped in a thick mist, that prevented us 
from seeing the distant scenery which had en- 
gaged our attention on our way to the Cbus 
on Friday. Having taken the oxen out of the 
kibitki, and put to the horses in their room, 
we took our leave of the Tartar by whom we 
had been conducted thither, and continued 
our course for the Mirza^s Conack-bouse at 
the CuUish, which we reached about mid*after- 
noon. 

In the course of the evening, when discours- 
ing to the natives respecting the necessity of 
coming to Christ for salvation, one of tfa«n 
asked. What is meant by coming to Christ ? 
We answered, it was to believe that God had 
sent him into the world to save lunners^ and 
to embrace him as our own Saviour according- 
ly ; adding, that there was " none other name 
under heaVen given among men whereby we 
must be saved ;^ and consequently, that if any 
man refused to come to him, his destruction 
was inevitable. The case, we remarked far- 
ther, might be illustrated by an example :— - 
Suppose the inhabitants of a particular pro- 
vince had rebelled against his Majesty the 
Emperor, and joined the public enemy beyond 
the frontiers, and that the Emperor, in com* 
passion to the rebels, were to send a messen* 
ger with a promise of pardon and restoration 
to his favour, provided they returned to their 
allegiance in the manner pointed out by the 
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menenger, assuring them at the same time, 
that, in the event of their not accepting par- 
don, when it was offered, thej should be con- 
sidered as enemies, and treated accordingly. 
In this case, those who beliered the Emperor^s 
word, as reported by the messenger, and wish- 
ed to be reconciled to him, would come to the 
messenger and follow out the instructions he 
had pven them, and their doing so would be 
an evidence that they had full confidence in his 
Majesty^s clemency. In like manner sinners 
are invited to come to Christ, in other words, 
to believe in his name, and be reconciled to 
God. If they accept the invitation, they will 
be saved ; if they do not, they must perish. 
-^That, he replied, I can never believe. — ^You 
are not the first of many millions, it was an- 
swered, who have rejected the counsel of God 
against themselves; many of whom are now 
repenting of their folly in the place where 
there is no hope.— -I will as soon cut my throat, 
added he, as believe that a man can be saved 
by coming to Christ. I will never believe 
that.-^We answered him, with all the gravity 
in our power. If you will not believe, there Is 
no help for it. You have been told the truth, 
and if you reject the gospel, you must answer 
for it to God at the judgment of the great day. 
We could not help feeling shocked at this 
man^s . impious temerity, and Mr G. warned 
him most solemnly, in a short address, to 
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think of the eoiu«qu«ii3e» of lus leiril; and 
vickedoiBta en it waa too late, when the iaj of 
iDer€j should be hid from his ejws. 

Meaqwjuk the steward of the house tceated 
himself to a seat on a cako of dkied ding by 
the side of a lai^ fire, the heat of which, it 
should seem hadproduoed a degree of itchnesa 
u0t to be eadured^ without an attempt to ze* 
move the uneasy sensation. Heedless of those 
idea9 of decorum^ which are custonHuey iaour 
oountxyy he thiiew aside his shube and befan 
to seratch bis arms, Sec with a Tehemenoe tbat 
astonished w* Judging froHL appearanees, 
ho we v^, this only served to make matters worse, 
qnd therefore, to make sure work, he set about 
9^ pperatiou wUch came nearer the zoot of 
the evil; &r having throjwn off all hi&ckdies^ 
he turned hia shirt inside out and eommeoced 
a pftirsuit in which he made sundry captures, 
and beii^ destitute of that clemency whkh 
some of tbe Mohammedans consider as virtuea, 
he p^t tbe capUvcft instantly to deidi.. Mr &. 
adced him how he did not think of getting 
his shirt washed ? to which he anawered in Sam 
words, that it was because he had not anodier 
to pujt on ; to whidb' he subjoined a moi^ la-* 
mentable and pathetic description of his cir*- 
cjircumstanoes, in the hope^ no doubt, of mov- 
ing our compassion, and perhaps securing 
spmetbing for acting his part so well When 
describing the history of his own captivity. 
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(for he had been stolen from the mountains 
and sold), a pen knife which John happened 
to>be using, caught his attention, and excited 
his cupidity. John had no mind to want his 
knife, as it was the only one he had, and 
could not be readily replaced ; but so impor* 
tunale were the intreaties of the poor steward, 
and so affecting the contrast he instituted be^^ 
tween their respective circumstances (in the 
Cabardian language, which was known only 
to themselves), that John could no longer say 
him nay, and made him a present of the knife 
aoQordtngly.* It appeared, however, to be 



* Ib watdiing «i opportimity fin begging, the lUvct in 
this eouotrj imitate the esample of their matters u closely ms 
a sprightly valet does the air and manners of his lord in Eu- 
rope. One of their Mirzas, who called upon us in the colony, 
haTing observed my Boehavian gown*, requested Mr G. to tell 
me he would consider it as a pledge of friendship, if I would 
make him a present of it. He Jirged his petition, in presence 
of a brother Mim, and woujae others, for upward of a quarter - 
of «n hour, with so much importunity and address, that Mr O. 
afterwards declared, he was sure I could not have refused him 
bed the repres e ntation been laid before me in detail ; and for 
this reason he put him off by adverting to the customs of Eu- 
ropeans, reminding him at the same time, that I was only a 
stranger, and could not be expected to give away my dodies. 
la reply, he assured Mr G. that if I were to ask his shube 
(worth three or four of my gown) or any ^ing else he had 
about him, it should instantly be at my service. The drcum- 
■tance of my being a stracger, howev^, in connection with 
Mr G.*s refusal to explain the whole case, served, in part, to . 

8 
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derstood on both bands, that, in conse- 
quence of begging and accepting the knife, the 
steward became for the time the servant of his 
benefactor, who, being exhausted and weary 
with driving the telega through the snow, went 
lo bed, and gave orders to his temporary vas- 
sal to air his wet boots at the fire, and perform 
divers other services which we should scarcely 
have felt ourselves at liberty to ask. The 
orders were obeyed with the utmost prompti- 
tude, which made my brother Mr G. remark, 
/ith a smile. You see how nogarlidc begins.* 
When considering the most eligible arrange 
ments for prosecuting our journey homeward, 
it occurred that, by engaj^ng oxen to pulltbe 
telega through the snow upon the heights, and 



MTe toiy eredic. In a cue of this kind, • refusal ii eondder- 
ed as a snffident reason for breaking up ercn a most intiinato 
friendship ; and therefore a petition* when weU urged, if ga- 
nerally granted by men who hare tCbj pretensions to honour. 
It is understood, howerer, that when occasion serres, the 
donor may beg in bis turn* and in motst cases the natiTcs aie 
too wise not to ayail themselves of the priTileges secured to 
them by the Uws of honour which obtain among their eouo- 
try men. 

* A nogar is a kind of retainer under the protection of a su- 
perior, who, though he cannot sell him as a slave, has a right 
to denumd certain services, (some of them humiliating enough) 
or favours accepted by himself or his predecessors from the 
'faafti^ to whom he is attached. NogarUek is a word derived 
sm nogar ^ aa vaualage is from vaual^ or slaoerp from sIopo. 
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keeping the horses fresh till we reached the 
dedivitj which overlooks the vale of the Cuma, 
we might be enabled, if the weather proved 
favourable, to reach the colony to-inorro# 
night ; and upon enquiry we found a student 
who engi^ed to take us over the heights 
(dghteen or twenty versts) accordingly, for 
two rubles and a half. 

Nov. 9* Left .the Conack-house about day. 
break, and proceeded for the heights, through 
a thick mist, which continued to overq>read 
the whole country. In our progress, the stu« 
dent hurt us much by indulging in a vice 
which is very prevalent among the Tartar&i^ 
that of profane swearing, which so disgusted 
Mr Galloway that he remonstrated with him 
on the impropriety of his conduct; in taking 
the name of God in vain. He admitted that 
it was wrong to take the name of God in vun, 
but could see no harm in using it as he did, 
because we are commanded to do every thing 
in the name of GkxL* Mr G. reminded him 



* This maxim is peipetually in the months of the Afoham* 
medans ; and they generally make the same use of it that the 
steward did. If they have occasion to kill a cow or a she^ 
its throat is cut in the name of God. The same form is ob- 
served, I am told, if any of them should take it into his head 
to steal his neighbour's horse, or perpetrate any other set ef 
wickedness. 
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that prayer should* proceed from the heart, 
whereas it was manifest that the loose exclam- 
atioDs which he was pleased to digoify with 
the name of prayers, were, to say the least, 
mere words of course, uttered without any 
suitable impressions of the majesty of God. 
Still he could not see the justness of the appli- 
cation of the general principle to any thing he 
had said. A few minutes after, however, bis 
oxen which, though steady, were stubborn 
and troublesome, provoked his indignaUdta to 
such a pitch, that he exclaimed, ** May Crod 
strike you dead T Mr G. then asked him if 
he really wished in his heart that God would 
strike the oxen to the ground, in answer to bis 
prayer ? Surely not, replied the student, that 
would be a sad thing indeed. Why, then, it 
was asked, do you pray to God to do what 
you have no wish should take place? Nay, 
what you would deprecate as a great calamity ? 
, Was not this a taking of the name of 'God in 
viun ?•— Confounded at these questions, the 
fellow sunk dumb, and for a few minutes was 
apparently thoughtful. His thoughtfulness, 
however, was but momentary ; for scarcely had 
a quarter of an hour elapsed, till he resumed 
a subject on which he had been harping every 
few minutes since we left the village, viz. that 
Mr Galloway would pve him a few cupoks 
over and above the stipulated hire% A few 
cupeiks, to be sure, was a trifling concern. 
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but Mr G. liad agreed to give bim two rubks 
aad a half, as be was just at hand, and wiUing 
to go, rather than lose time in going through 
the vilh^, under doud of night, in quest ^f 
odiers who might perhaps have done the busi- 
ness for half a ruble less ; and therefore he 
gave him no hope. Meanwhile we were itfel 
by some arbas from Beshtow, drawn by oxen, 
which were going at a much quicker pace than 
his. Had your oxen gone an like these, said 
Mr G. you might have asked a little more with 
some kind. of grace ; but when moving so slow- 
ly, how can you expect additional hire ? This 
stopped his mouth, in as far as the cupeiks 
were concerned ; but as it did not make hiim 
lose bis presence of mind, he soon preferred 
another petition, which he urged with eqtiri 
earnestness, vi^ that Mr G* would give hitti 
as much Calmuc tea as would do for a breaks 
last to himself and a few friends. We allowed 
him to be talking, however, without telling 
him whether he should have the tea or not, till 
we saw how be finished his business. Were 
overtaken by some students on horseback, <m 
their way to Sultan village, to read the Coran 
under one of the Effeiidis. They had come 
from the CuUish, and, knowing who we were, 
expressed a wish to have some of our books ; 
and, having promised most solemnly not to de- 
stroy them, we gave the senior student a copy 
of the New Testament, and another of them a 

' 82 
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Qop7 of the Flalmii with suitable admoAitii 
Beached the timiulua on the top of the ndgB, 
to which the student had stipulated to conduct 
usy from which, after substituting oar horses 
in room of his oxen, we prepared for oontinis- 
ing our course to the Cuma, while he took th^ 
road back to the CulKsh, with evident symp- 
toms of self-gratqlationi at the idea of haviiig 
acted his part so well, as to secure from the 
''gewars as much tea as would perre for a repast 
to himself and his companions on reaching the 
Conack-house. 

By the time we left the tumulus, the mist 
which overspread the face of the country began 
to be dissipated ; part of it still hovering above 
the elevated range behind us, while a vast body 
of it overhung the vale of the Cuma before us, 
with an air of sublime majesty superior to any 
thing of the kind I had e%'er witnessed. Its 
milky surface had a most enclianting appear- 
ance, overlooked as it was by the mountains 
on the opposite side of the vale, and broken 
here and there by the craggy rocks, which 
skirted the sides of the Beihtow, or rea^ 
their spiral summits, at irregular distances, 
amid the floating element It was mid^day, 
and as we approached the vale, the sun-beaina 
melted the rime which had clung to the bushy, 
weeds the whole of yesterday, which made 
US remark what a striking emblem we bad be* 
fore us, uf the sweet influences of the gospel. 
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compAred with the terrors of the law. Yester- 
day the rime retained its hold in defiance of 
the whistling wind which swept the side of 
the mountain that overlooks the great Calmue 
steppe. To-day, with searcely a breath of 
wind, it loses its hold and drops to the ground, 
before the beams of the sun. Crossed the 
Cuma a titde below Sultan village, about two 
o'dodc, and, having dined on its southern 
bank, continued our course around the north* 
em base of Gilantow, and reached the coismj 
in health and safety, socm after the stars had 
begun to shew their sparkling orbs in the azuiw 
sky. 

When reflecting, jn the course of the even- 
ing, on the incidents which had occurred du* 
ring OUT short excursion, we saw much reason 
for thankfulness to our heavenly Father, for 
the temporal comforts we had enjoyed in the 
midst of any untoward circumstances ; and a 
certain kind of satisfaction at the idea, that 
though the number we had spoken to was oem*^ 
paratively small, and the opposition to the 
gospel, generally speaking, strong, there waa 
nevertheless a disposition discovered by some 
of the Tartars to listen to the glad tidings of 
salvation, and a sensation produced on the 
minds of a few, which might lead to further 
enqmry, and, by the Uesmng of God, opea 
the way for others to labour with jnore success 
in this unfriendly soil. 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS^ 

fcc 

During our excursbn to tbe Clous^ and aC 
ter our return, the most eligible mode of pro- 
teeuting our endeavours to evangelize the Mo^ 
hammedans in this quarter, frequently became 
the subject of conversation. The sufavtance of 
our remarks on this subject may be summed 
up as follows. 

Supposing that provision is made that there 
be at least one missbnary always upon the 
Sjpot in the colony, to receive and converse 
with such of the natives as may call at the 
mission-bouse for instruction, then, 

Itr, The district* at some distance from 
Karass, might be divided into itineramaes^ 
within the boundaries of which the inhabitants 
should be visited on some regular plan, and"^ 
instructed in the principles of religion. Schools 
might be instituted where it was practicable. 

2d, For eadi itinerancy there should be, two 
missionaries, one or both of whom should be 
masters of the native language. In cases where 
two missionaries cannot be procured, one^ of 
tl^r pUices might be supplied by a qualified 
interpreter, when such could be found ; but 
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except on some rare occauons, a missionary 
should not be called upon to visit his iuneran- 
cy single-handed. 

3df The number of itinerandes might in the 
first instance be limited to two, exclusive of the 
▼ilhiges bordering on Karass, which might be 
▼isited, as opportunity offered, by the pastor 
of the colony. The one of these might be call- 
ed the north itinerancy, under which might be 
included, L Sultan village, &c. on the Cuma, 
fifteen versts from Karass, in number about 
300 families ; 2. The villi^es on Cullish wa- 
ter, thirty-five versts from Sultan village, and 
fifty from Karass, about 500 families ; 3. The 
villages at the head of the Clous water, forty 
versts from Cullish and ninety from the colony, 
about 400 families; 4. The Jetsans, forty 
versts north-east of said villages, further down 
the same rivulet, about 150 families; 5. The 
lambuluks, visited formerly by Mr Galloway, 
whose abode in summer is on the Clous water, 
about fifty versts from the Jetsans and seventy 
from Alexandrofskie, about 1000 families. 
From thence back to the colony, through the 
Russian villages, may be 150 versts, or three 
days journey. Allowing one day for Sultan 
village, which may be easily reached with a 
moderately good borse before breakfast ;— one 
day for travelling to, and another for continu- 
ing at, each of the other four stations, and 
three days for returning, the itinerancy would 
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oeeupj twelve days; oonBequetitljr, if begun 
OD tbe Monday of one week, it migbt be 
finished on the Friday of tbe next. The po- 
pulation of this itinerancy may be estimated at 
from twelve to sixteen thousand, exclusive of 
a multitude of Tartars, who might be viiited 
once or twice each summer, farther to the 
north*east in the Calmuc steppe. 

The other may be named the east itinerancy, 
from its general bearing with respect to Karase. 
It lies between. the Terek and the Cuma, about 
three days journey from the colony, and con- 
tains a numerous population of Jetsans, lam* 
buluks, and Kara-Tartars, Trukmen, fcc 
who, being independent of their Mirsas, have 
fewer political diflSculues to deter them from 
embracing the Christian faith, than the Mo- 
hammedans in the vicinity of Karass. In 
these itinerancies, a circuit should be made 
r^uiarly once every three weeks or month, as 
was found most answerable, ifrom the end Of 
March to the beginning of November; and if 
possible once or twice (should the weather be 
favourable) in the course of the winter. The 
winter service, however, should be optional, 
as it might often, in a hard winter, be too ad- 
venturous- to make the tour of them. And 
indeed all tbe itinerating misMonaries, like sol* 
diers admitted to the honour of storming a 
fortress, should be volunteers in this service. 
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44hy Were the country between the present 
Russian lines and the snow mountains brougbt 
into the same order with that on the north of 
them^ other two itinerancies might be ocenpied^ 
——one of them on the south» in the Gabardian 
country^ which, snppoang Sfaorah correct: in 
stadng that» after^all the ravages committed 
by the plague, &c. there are still -5000 men 
able to bear arms, must contain a population 
of perhaps. 30,000 ;— the other embracing the 
Tartars southeast of the Rus^an lines on the 
Cuban, and a number of Abaza viBages niear 
the source of the Cuma, though a little to the 
south of a line due* west, might, to distinguish 
it from the others, be called the western itiue- 
rancy. These last two, however, could not 
be occupied at present, without imminent dan<^ 
ger, and are mentioned merely to give a view 
of the Mohammedan population,, which might 
be visited in pursuance of- a regular system of 
itinerating, were political obstacles removed by 
the subjection of banditti, &c. to the Russian 
government, an event whi^h is not at all im- 
probable, and which, there is reason to con* 
elude, would be a blessing to the inhabitants 
at large, both in respect of this life and' that 
which is to come. 

With respect to the encouragement afforded, 
in the adorable providence of Grod, for prose- 
cuting the cultivation of this missionary field, 
(how unfruitful soever it may have been here- 
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tofere) I beg leave to refer the Directors to the 
follbwiog extract of a public letter of the breth- 
ren here, whose experience and opportunities 
for making observations on this subject, are 
muclT greater than mine. ** January 1, 1820. 
We have indeed been denied the pleasure of 
seeing any set free from the bondage in which 
they are held, yet we rejoice that the word 
gone abroad is, by the operation of the Spirit 
of Grod, mighty to the pulling down of the 
strong holds of sin and corruption ; and, amidst 
all the misgivings to which we are apt to be« 
come a prey, as we think of the hardness of 
their hearts, there is one thing of which we 
have the fullest assurance, that " the word of 
the Lord will not return to him void, but that 
it will accomplish that which he pleases, and 
prosper in the thing whereto he sends it \" and 
though we have hitherto been disappointed in 
the hopes we entertained of particular indivi- 
duals whose hearts we hoped the Lord had 
touched ; yet, on taking a view of the field we 
are endeavouring to cultivate, and comparing 
its present appearance with the aspect it assum- 
ed when we first began to break up the fallow- 
ground, there are some circumstances of an en- 
couraging nature, which it would be improper 
to pass over unnoticed. Among others, we 
mention the following :— -A sensible diminu- 
tion of the bitterness discovered by the natives 
ou having their attention directed to the truths 
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of the gospel. In fbnner times thttr ejefy 
the tone of their' TicHoe^ their eveiy gesture^ 
bespoke the existanoe of a bitter deep-rooted 
nanoary whidi, the moment it. was touched^ 
binstifiirth.in angry words, and sometimeem 
rude behaTiour. Traces^ of this ^int an 
indeed to br found occasifaiatty sffl, and of 
its. existence in the hearts of multitudes^ 
tfaere- b no room to. doubt; but now, the 
outward expression of it may be oonsidsnd 
as A kiBd:of exoeptbn to their general beba* 
yiomr towarda us; whereas for years after 
our ani^9 we could soavoely.open our nKinth 
in Uie^name of Jesus without feeling itseflbcts; 
Another ciicamstance, oonnected indeed, with 
that one' we have just been describing, is: a 
partial abatement of the hontxr felt by the 
vullgar, at the idea of being' counted, gewis^ 
should they listen to us, and relinquish, the 
rdigion of their countrymen^ Stilly it is a 
term'of leproaob^ and will continue to besoi 
till thedarkoess in which theyare involved be 
dispelled; and. still the multitude feels a 
faorroir at the idea, somewhat akin to that 
whichi a devout peasant would feel in our 
conntryiat the idea of being counted anin& 
dd; but. with all these allowances, the^abata^ 
menti in' the fteling is. such, that many of 
Ihemesa bear to look on the fiotitious^evil««» 
bmngTeckoned a gewr, without starting back 
as Aey would do at the sight of a dragon^ 
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(Mr as a person would avoid one who is infected 
with the plague. In the course of last montby 
one of them called on Messrs Glen and Gai^ 
loway, and declared himself to be a Christian 
(although he did not wish to confess this be- 
fore his countrymen), and was willing to be 
baptised immediately, and submit to any 
course of discipline we might appoint* An- 
other Mohammedan, who called brfore the of^ 
jdicant for baptism retired, wished to be in-' 
formed, whether, if they were embracing our 
religion, they might live in Numan villi^ 
among their countrymen and kindred, or if 
it behoved them to remove to Siurass;— «a 
question which involves in it a kind of ac^ 
kaowledgement, that they could contemplate 
the idea of living as professed Christians in 
the midst of Mohammedans, in that village, 
vnthout being much hurt at being reckoi^ 
gewrs, or being seriously alarmed at the 
effects of the persecuting spirit of their breth- 
ren. This inference is the more probable, that 
we could discover no evidence, alas ! of the 
existence of that faith which overcomes the 
world, in any of them, and consequently de- 
clined doing any thing farther than instruct- 
ing them more fully in the way of the Lord, 
and urging them to repeat their visits for in- 
struction^ particularly on the Sabbaths,-^ 
which, it is to be lamented» they have not 
done. 
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^^ There is only one other circurilstance to 
which we beg leave to advert, as furnishing 
encouragement not to desist from our labours, 
— the growth of a spirit of indifference in ob- 
serving the rites of their own religion^ This 
fact is notorious, and often deplored by their 
Efiendis, as a sign that their religion in this 
quarter is coming to an end. Now, the more 
indifferent they become to the rites and the 
tenets of Islamism, the less formidable are the 
prejudices to be encountered by the Christian 
missionaries^ in recommending to them the gos- 
pel of Christ. We need scarcely remark, that 
this difference, observable in the field we are 
cultivating, is the effect of a process which does 
tiot by any means imply the commence^ 
inent of a radical change o£ heart. But the 
same almighty power which has produced 
a perceptible difference in the points adverted 
to, and partly, we hope, through the instru- 
mentality of your missionaries, may yet ren- 
der the word preaohed by us, effectual in 
turning some of them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan to the kingdom 
of God^s dear Son. And when it is considered, 
that, in other quarters, where the labours of 
missionaries have issued in the conversion of 
the natives^Otaheite for example, a superfi- 
cial change somewhat analogous, preceded the 
throwing away of their idols, and their embra- 
cing the Christian religion, may we not indulge 



ihehofe, that the drcumstances adverted to, 
are tbe probable, though not the oertatn, pro- 
Itide of a tumiog to the Lord, from the <ddu- 
sions of thttur favourite prophet, the iiapofitor 4£ 
Mecca r 

In addition io the veammn for ooltiTatisg 
this mistionary field, dedudUe &om the above 
eitract, I would beg leave to add, that if ihe 
oonsequenees ensue, which may, by Ae fatoe- 
ing of God, be .antiotpated from the hboun 
of fiiitbful mittuoDariea, in -the itinefaoeiea 
north of the lines ; the way will be opened for 
introducmg tin goqpel into the inountaina, 
with much greater pmspeot of success Ann on 
si^iposition the young mis&onaries were to be 
statiooed. chiefly in other settlementc^ and li^le 
more to be attempted .here, tiU the present ob« 
itntctions to our entering the mountains be 
removed. Several of the mountain tribes 
speak dialects of the Tartar language, and, 
among almost all of them, there are many who 
undBDstand it; and diould it please Grod to 
tench the hearts of a few of the Mohammedans 
who apeak that language, within sight of the 
Gaueaiian range, muoh-«»-very much^^Hooiight 
be expected from, their co-operation in address* 
ing their neighbours the mountmneers, on the 
grcatconcems of eternity* Were it necessary 
So say more on the > importance of this station, 
eoaaideied as a centiml poultion for itinerating, 
I would refer you to a circular letter (a copy 
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of which I had the pleaaure of seeiog in Mr 
Paterwa'a) issued by the Directors when they 
first heard that Messrs Brunton and he bad 
pitched their teat at the bottom of Beshtow, 
and within sight of the snow-dad mountains 
of Caucasus.* 

There is still one other poant at which I must 
glance, how reluetaiitly soever, bef^^ closing 
tiiese remarks, tiz. the treatment given the 
Scriptures in this quarter, by the fiery zealots 
of Islamism. The idea cannot be contemplat- 
ed without the most painful . emotions. To 
£pve away the Scriptures to be destroyed) is an 
operation at which the heart of a Christian 
must natuzaUy recoil; and it is scarcely less 
pmnful to withhold them (torn suppliants who 
are perishing through ignorance of their con- 
tents, even though there be strong presump- 
tions of an intention to destroy them ; for 
presumption is not proof. It strikes me, 
that if regular itinerandes were instituted, 
something might be done for extricating the 
missionaries here from this dilemma, by laying 
it down as a kind of general rule, to lend the 
books, in the first instance, to those who could 
read them, on condition they should be furth- 
coming, when called for, in subsequent tours. 
To encourage them to read them, they might 



* On ihit sttljjeet, see eho Mr Dickio&*8 memQiial. 
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be promised as the reward of ditigenee^ and at 
length gifted altogether, or recalled, as circum- 
stances directed. In order to this, it would 
be necessary to have the names and places of 
abode of those to whom they were entrusted. 
I am aware the remedy would be only partial 
in its operation ; for ways and means would be 
fallen upon to evade its tendency. But should 
it serve only as a kind of check, it might be 
worth making the experiment. Whether it 
may be necessary to adopt precautions analo- 
gous to those in other quarters, it does not be- 
come me to say, as my sphere of observation 
is by far too limited to serve as a stable found- 
ation for general inferences. I hope the men- 
tioning of this abuse, instead of checking the 
ardour of the friends of pure and undefiled re- 
ligion, will stimulate their activity, and make 
them the more strenuous in their endeavours 
to send living instructors, along with the vol- 
ume of inspiration, wherever it is practicable, 
and particularly in Mohammedan countries, 
where our Scriptures are prejudged, and con- 
demned without a hearing, as little better than 
forgeries, and consequently are less likely to 
be read with candour (the wickedness of des- 
troying them out of the question), than among 
Pagans who have never heard of the name of 
Jesus, or of the revelation which he has given 
us respecting the^way of life and salvation. 
Finally, it should be remembered, that the 
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spirit of delusion which has for ages retained 
possession of the Mohammedans, is a kind 
^wbich " goeth not out but by prayer and fast- 
ing;^ and consequently that, in preaching the 
gospel, we must humble ourselves in the dust, 
and ascribe the glory to him, to whom alone 
it is due, saying, << Not unto us, not unto us, 
but unto thy name be the glory .^ ^ 



THE END. 



Edivbukgh, 
Printed b j Andrew Jack. 



^ 



